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April 12, 2020 
 

  
The Gathering of a People of God 

National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion, cultural 
backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm welcome to all 
this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. Your presence 

both enriches us and this time of celebration together~ 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As you gather for worship… 
Find a comfortable place to settle in and watch the sunrise.  

Bring a device for zoom. 
Watch from a front porch,  

a porch swing,  
a garden, 

a picnic table in your backyard,  
or a big front window if it’s too cold or wet. 

 
 
 



Opening Words:    Rev. Jenn 
Simmons 
This is a moment set apart,  
for even though the sun will rise,  
we, 
like the women at the tomb,  
begin our journey in the dark.  
 
Silence 
 
Gathering:        Rev. Michelle 
Scott-Huffman 
I used to know the wilderness only as pain;  
A land without food,  
a land without water.  
But you rained down manna  
And even water flows in your desert.  
 
I used to think the wilderness was total isolation—  
But the Israelites had each other,  
And you had the stars in the sky.  
So then I thought the wilderness must be time wasted—  
Forty years of circles.  
Forty years of wondering.  
But then I realized, each step is a step,  
And maybe there’s growth in that.  
So then I concluded that the wilderness must be lonely spaces—  
The woman and her well,  
The blind man and his gate,  
Martha and her kitchen,  
Peter and his fire.  
But then you showed up in each of those places,  
To each of those faces.  



So now I wonder—  
What if the wilderness is the birthplace of creation?  
What if the wilderness is where call begins?  
What if the wilderness is where joy is birthed?  
What if, between the dirt and the sky  
And that wide orange horizon,  
The wilderness is where we find you?  [sarah are] 
 
Silence 
 
The Stories of our Ancient Tradition  

 Rev. Scottt-Huffman & Rev. 
Simmons 

The Gospel of John Chapter 20  
Early in the morning of the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been taken away 
from the tomb. She ran to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 
whom Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord from the tomb, 
and we don’t know where they’ve put him.” Peter and the other disciple left 
to go to the tomb. They were running together, but the other disciple ran 
faster than Peter and was the first to arrive at the tomb. Bending down to 
take a look, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he didn’t go in. 
Following him, Simon Peter entered the tomb and saw the linen cloths lying 
there. He also saw the face cloth that had been on Jesus’ head. It wasn’t 
with the other clothes but was folded up in its own place. Then the other 
disciple, the one who arrived at the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and 
believed. They didn’t yet understand the scripture that Jesus must rise from 
the dead. Then the disciples returned to the place where they were staying. 
 
Mary stood outside near the tomb, crying. As she cried, she bent down to 
look into the tomb.  She saw two angels dressed in white, seated where the 
body of Jesus had been, one at the head and one at the foot. The angels 
asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”She replied, “They have taken 



away my Lord, and I don’t know where they’ve put him.” As soon as she 
had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she 
didn’t know it was Jesus. 
Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who are you looking for?” 
Thinking he was the gardener, she replied, “Sir, if you have carried him 
away, tell me where you have put him and I will get him.” Jesus said to her, 
“Mary.” 
She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabbouni” (which means 
Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Don’t hold on to me, for I haven’t yet gone up 
to my Father. Go to my brothers and sisters and tell them, ‘I’m going up to 
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”Mary Magdalene left 
and announced to the disciples, “I’ve seen the Lord.” Then she told them 
what he said to her. 

Silence 
   Rev. 

Simmons 
There are many emotions present in this story—  
fear, hope, grief, disbelief, awe.  
What emotions are you feeling today?  
 
Silence 

             Rev. 
Scott-Huffman 
Mary ends her discussion with Jesus with a declaration: “I have seen the 
Lord.” It is a statement of faith, a statement of hope, a statement of trust. 
Where do you see God?  
Where have you seen God in years past,  
and where do you see God this very morning?  
 
Silence 
 



Prayer    Rev. 
Simmons 
Easter is a day of new beginnings and new life.  
It is a day for hope and love that overflows.  
It is a day of gratitude for the days we’ve had and the days to come.  
It is a day where we remember that love is stronger than hate,  
and death does not have the last word.  
Let us take a moment to practice gratitude.  
Listen to the birds chirping.  
Glimpse at the sun. 
Feel the earth around you. 
Offer a word of your gratitude. 
 
Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayers. 
 
Sharing    Rev. Scott-Huffman 
This Easter Sunday is unlike any we have ever seen.  
We are not in the company of our church family,  
and yet we trust that God is still here.  
So take a photo of your space— 
Document this moment.  
Cherish this holy morning,  
for each new day is a gift.  
 
Passing of the Peace    Rev. Scott-Huffman 
We cannot be physically close to one another in this time,  
but we can be relationally close.  
So on this Easter morning,  
you are invited to pass the peace with your church family  
and loved ones by taking a moment to text or call people  
and let them know you are thinking about them.  
Send your Easter photo,  



or post it somewhere on social media, 
or in our Facebook group. 
You will be amazed how much a text or call can brighten someone’s day.  
May the peace of Christ, 
Christ dwelling within you, 
may you feel it, claim it, and live it this day. 


