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The Gathering of a People of God 
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion, cultural 

backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm welcome to all 
this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. Your presence 

both enriches us and this time of celebration together~ 
  

As you gather for worship… 
● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, juice, bread, bagels, 

whatever you have!).  
● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave, share a selfie, and say hi in 

the comments! 
●  During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in the comments. 
● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the comments or in the NACC group! 
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space. 
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our new digital fellowship space! We will share 

the zoom link on Facebook during communion and invite you to begin gathering for 
fellowship after worship! 

 
Prelude  
 
Words of Gathering                             Ashley and Justin Fleming 
Please join in reading aloud in the bold section: 
Through the prophets, 
ancient and new, 
we come to understand differently 
the story of us.  
 
We are not powerless before challenges. 
We are not without hope. 
We need not be afraid. 
Though destruction comes our way, 
we are still healers, 
community builders, 
makers of beauty, 
cultivators of delight.  
 
We are abundant in wisdom, 

 



and together, our courage abounds. 
We will not be led astray by untruths 
that close our hearts off to the life that remains. 
God is not dead, but alive! 
We press on together by the power of Love.      [adapt/enfleshedliturgy] 
 
Song                        Sometimes God Starts a Project                          507  

 

 
Celebrating the Light                                                            Ashley Fleming    
Holy Stranger, at times we do not recognize you.  
We have inherited beliefs that narrow our perception.  
We rely on you,  
O God,  
to help us expand our understanding of the Sacred among us.  

 



Stretch us,  
that we might grow in faith.  
Challenge us,  
that we might deepen our commitment to love’s strange ways.  
Amen.     [enfleshedliturgy] 

The Christ Candle is lit  
  
Song of Centering              In the Bulb There is a Flower    638 
There’s a song in every silence, 
seeking word and melody; 
there’s a dawn in every darkeness, 
bringing hope to you and me. 
From the past will come the future; 
what it holds a mystery, 
unrevealed until its season,  
something God alone can see. 
  
Life of the Church                                                         Rev. Jenn Simmons 
 
Reading from our Ancient Texts  
from the Gospel of Luke Chapter 24 
 
 These are the stories of new life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Message for All        Rev. Jody 
Furnas-Wright   

  

 Prayer of Vulnerability:              Rev. Simmons 
 As this community, we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit, 

wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share prayers at the end of 
our silence.  

Silence 
 
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggQaeDvPB2s


Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me. 
The Lord lets me rest in green pastures.  
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me. 
By still waters he leads me, restores my soul. 
God leads me in paths that are right and true. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me. 
For the sake of the name of my Shepherd, the Lord. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me. 

  
Even though I walk through the valley, 
the valley of the shadow of death, 
I fear no evil, for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff- they comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me, 
surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
and I’m safe from those who would harm me. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me. 
With oil on my head you anoint me. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me. 
My cup overflows with God’s goodness, 
surely goodness and mercy shall follow me.  
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all my life. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me. 
And I’ll live in God’s house all my days. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me.   [WPoG] 

 

(We invite you to share prayers on Facebook with one another and to be 
read aloud during this time.) 

 
Together as this community we offer our prayers...  
 
Lord in your mercy, 

 



Here our prayers.  
  
Music of Centering                   Voices of the Earth 

                 CHANCEL QUARTET 
 

Reflection                                                    Rev. Simmons 
 

Music of Response                All Good Gifts 
                                                  CHANCEL QUARTET 
 
Invitation to Offering     Justin Fleming  
When we practice what Jesus taught us,  
we come to recognize God with us.  
One way we do this is by sharing what we have with each other  
and our neighbors.  
Whether bread or courage, finances or art,  
we bring our gifts to each other.  
In this way, the presence of Christ lives among us.      [enfleshedliturgy] 

Thank you for being church and all the ways you support one another! 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  Ashley Fleming 
Beloved One,  
we give you thanks for all the prophets who bring truth to the surface.  
Help us to linger in their wisdom, even when we are uncomfortable.  
Give us the courage to listen with hearts open to transformation.  
Give us the strength to tell the story of us through the radical love of Christ. 
And give us the faith to live in solidarity  
with all who abide in the shadow of death.  
Amen.              [enfleshedliturgy] 
 

Sharing our Tables    Rev. 
Simmons  
We are here because we know: 
"hearts starve as well as bodies; 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be


we need bread, and we need roses, too." 
And now, nourished by visions and dreams and possibilities 
our bellies, too, need fed. 
It requires sustenance, this hard and holy labor of: 
opening to Truth and to each other, 
recognizing God-With-Us, 
tending to pain and possibility, 
birthing the kin-dom where all and each and everyone is fed, and free. 

  
So, we continue our prayer: 
Gathering at table, we follow strains of living yeast, 
kneaded into the Gospel: 
ordinary people, all beautiful and broken and blessed 
tending realities around and within 
sending a different future, unfolding here, now 
claiming our longings and needs and lives as holy. 
Facing the thresholds 
turning crumbs into feasts. 

  
Emmanuel teaches us: 
when we do not know, exactly, what comes next: 
feed each other 
break the bread 
share the cup 
taste and see 
daily bread 
manna in the desert 
bread of life 
soul food 
 
So. 
Trusting the food to nourish our bodies 
and this time together to nourish our souls: 

 



we give thanks to this land that grew it 
we give thanks for the hands that prepared it 
we cup our hands, preparing to receive this offering 
of generosity 
of care 
of sustenance 
Because we are companions on this journey. 
Companions. With bread. 
With bread 
we remember 
we are nourished 
we feed each other, and are fed 
we feast together. 
May it be so.            [annablaedel] 

Please share your table with us in the comments! 
 
 Prayer of Blessing   
  
Sharing of the Bread and Cup   
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by the tables of our lives. 
Across distance, we are united by sharing together. Our presence, in person or across digital 
space, brings the table to life. 

 
 
Passing of the Peace   
Peace be with you.  
Let us bless each other by offering a silent prayer of encouragement  
and peace through the warmth of our friendship.  
Meditate on the larger circle of those whose love is held together in God. 
In this silent moment, we emanate peace.                       [marysandwell] 
   

As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join 
us in zoom! Give a high-five, a hello, a selfie so we can see and greet one 

another! 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSwZl-_vUaLWAINRdAvDPzXQACC1A7_cEne8gj7en4j_DchkHkHww5mL419gfVWFAmal4Q5THeEnnIc/pub?start=true&loop=true&delayms=3000


Song for the Journey                 Community of Christ     655 

 
Words for the Journey             Rev. Simmons 
Though our hearts may be weary, 
the Spirit sends us with hope. 

 



There is an opportunity before us 
to live differently, 
to practice radical love, 
and to collectively turn from the systems that destroy us and our neighbors. 
May the presence of Christ abide among us, 
and keep our hearts burning for justice and truth. 
With peace,  
God sends us to make it so.       [enfleshedliturgy] 
 
Postlude    

 

 


