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The Gathering of a People of God 
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion, cultural 

backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm welcome to all 
this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. Your presence 

both enriches us and this time of celebration together~ 
  

As you gather for worship… 
● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, juice, bread, bagels, 

whatever you have!).  
● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave, share a selfie, and say hi in 

the comments! 
●  During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in the comments. 
● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the comments or in the NACC group! 
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space. 
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our new digital fellowship space! We will share 

the zoom link on Facebook during communion and invite you to begin gathering for 
fellowship after worship! 

 
Chimes 
 
Prelude      “A New Hosanna”                Purifoy  
 

Words of Gathering              John Scroggins  
Please join in reading aloud in the bold section: 
 

Take heart!  
Love still lives and moves among us. 
Love is alive among the people,  
in our homes. 
Love gathers our strength together  
and champions the vulnerable.  
Love cries out for justice  
and multiplies our capacity for good.  



Be still and remember -  
the steadfast love that endures forever lives within each of us.  
Thanks be to God,  
the source of all that is with us.      [adapt/enfleshedliturgy] 
 
Song                            We Meet You, O Christ      183      

 



Celebrating the Light   Rev. Howard Cavner 
Hosanna.  
Hosanna, we pray.  
Like our ancestors who cried out together in memory of your great works,  
we proclaim our trust in you.  
We light this candle to remember those who have gone into the wilderness. 
We light this candle to remember, 
We are not alone in the wilderness. 
We light this candle to remember, 
we are connected by the Spirit.   
 

The Christ Candle is lit  
 
We long for deliverance from all that destroys life.  
We are desperate for an end to the greed  
that strips our communities of well-being.  
We know the Kin-dom is near.  
Let it come.  
And let the needs of all your people be satisfied.  
Amen.  

  
 Song of Centering            Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
Come, thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above. 
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming love.  
  
Life of the Church                                                         Rev. Jenn Simmons 
 
Reading from our Ancient Texts  
from the Gospel Matthew Chapter 21 
 These are the stories of wilderness and witness.  
Thanks be to God. 
 



Message for All     Rev. Jody 
Furnas-Wright   
 
Prayer of Vulnerability:              Rev. Simmons 

As this community, we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit, 
wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share prayers at the 
end of our silence. We invite you to share prayers on Facebook with one another and to 

be read aloud during this time. 
Silence 
 
To all that is chaotic in you, 
let there come silence. 
Let there be a calming of the clamoring, 
a stilling of the voices that 
have laid their claim on you, 
that have made their home in you, 
that go with you 
even to the holy places 
but will not let you rest, 
will not let you hear your life 
with wholeness or feel the grace 
that fashioned you. 
Let what distracts you cease. 
Let what divides you cease. 
Let there come an end 
to what diminishes and demeans, 
and let depart all that keeps you in its cage. 

Let there be an opening 
into the quiet that lies beneath the chaos, 
where you find the peace 
you did not think possible 
and see what shimmers within the storm.                 [janrichardson] 
  
Together as this community we offer our prayers...  



(The prayers you added in the comments will be read aloud.) 
 

Lord in your mercy, 
Here our prayers.  
 
Music of Centering       Special Music  
  
Reflection   Rev. Scott-Huffman   
 

Music of Response           "A Song Among the Trees"        Martin 
 
Invitation to Offering  John Scroggins 
Like Jesus who refused to abandon any neighbor in need,  
even in the midst of great stress,  
we hope to commit to one another with such fierce loyalty.  
We remember that what we have is meant to be shared.  
Let us be generous in heart and trust God’s blessing upon our offerings. 

 
Thank you for being church and all the ways you support one another! 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving                     Rev. Howard Cavner 
Saving One,  
you know what ails our hearts,  
our minds,  
our bodies.  
You know the pain and sorrow many are facing today.  
You know, because you take on human flesh  
and your Spirit companions us in all things.  
For this gift and all your acts of compassion,  
we are grateful.  
May all we share with one another be blessed to what comforts,  
what sustains,  
and what nourishes those laboring for good.  
Amen. 

https://youtu.be/GE1DJSQCyqI
https://youtu.be/GE1DJSQCyqI


 

Sharing our Tables         Rev. Simmons and Rev. Scott 
Huffman 

Please share your table with us in the comments! 
In the Eucharist we offer the Bread of our lives, 
the things we share everyday in our lives,  
the bread or crackers or baked good,  
which carries all the bewilderment, the anguish, 
the blood, the pain, the injustice, the poverty, the hate, 
the anger, the fear, the death, the sadness  
not only of Jesus but of the whole world, 
both then and now. 
We offer all of this along with the love of God, 
the love that makes a way for peace,  
for transformation,  
for compassion, 
for Shalom – 
In each moment.                          [adapted from a prayer by Desmond Tutu] 
 

We take this bread as Jesus did on that last night with his disciples, 
we break it and bless it,  
knowing that our lives are forever changed 
by this and every breaking of bread. 
 

We also take the cup, pouring it as Jesus did that night, 
and we share it as the disciples did,  
remembering the great love that was shown for each of us  
as we hear the call of Jesus asking us  
to share that love in radically new ways with the world, 
we come.       [janrichardson] 
 
 Prayer of Blessing      Steve Flower   
  
Sharing of the Bread and Cup   



During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by the tables of our lives. 
Across distance, we are united by sharing together. Our presence, in person or across digital 

space, brings the table to life. 
Passing of the Peace    
Peace is different in this wilderness. 
It is the hope of flattening a curve, 
of the promise of hugs again. 
Peace is catching our breath, 
seeing the faces of the ones we love, 
hearing one another’s voices. 
May we work to cultivate deep peace, 
peace that dwells within our beings. 
 
As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join 
us in zoom! Give a high-five, a hello, a selfie so we can see and greet one 

another! 
 

Song for the Journey        When We Face an Unknown Future 
 



  
Words for the Journey             Rev. Simmons 
When fear and sorrow draw near,  
we know our help comes from God. 
we do not place our trust in the promises of the powerful. 
We do not cling to the empty words  
of those who do not care for the vulnerable. 
We remember Love.  



We remember each other.  
We remember that Christ lives in us. 
With this departing commitment,  
may the peace that surpasses all understanding 
be in our hearts, be in our homes, and be close to all who need it. 
Amen. 
 
Postlude                    Jonathan Raney 
 

https://youtu.be/BLV1e4wH4rE

