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The Gathering of a People of God 

National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion, cultural 
backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm welcome to all 
this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. Your presence 

both enriches us and this time of celebration together~ 
  

As you gather for worship… 
● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, juice, bread, bagels, 

whatever you have!).  
● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave, share a selfie, and say hi in 

the comments! 
●  During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in the comments. 
● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the comments or in the NACC group! 
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space. 
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our new digital fellowship space! We will share 

the zoom link on Facebook during communion and invite you to begin gathering for 
fellowship after worship! 

 
Prelude            Sonata                  Mozart 
                 Daniel Ketter, Jonathan Raney, Kirsten Weiss, and Aleksis Zarins 

  
 
Words of Gathering                        Amy Danford and Deb Gallion 
Please join in reading aloud in the bold section: 
Whether we shout in confidence, 
whisper in trust, 
or simply rest in the faithful proclamation of our neighbors, 
we join in the ancient praise that echoes across generations: 
Hallelujah! The tomb is empty and Love is alive. 
 

Even when we look high and low for signs of hope 
but only find cause for sorrow, 
we do believe 
Love is still with us! 
 

Even when evil seems to have the upper hand, 
destroying life and hoarding resources, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Z55Z98w9Zs&feature=youtu.be


threatening all who will not bow before it, 
we do believe 
Love lives in us! 
 

Even when we are afraid, 
for ourselves, our communities, our world... 
or when life as we know it has been turned upside down, 
we do believe 
Love remains! 
 

In all things, 
through all things, 
Love will persist.  
Hallelujah! Christ is risen.          [enfleshedliturgy] 
 

Song          This Easter Celebration 



      



Celebrating the Light                                                                Amy Danford    
Risen Christ,  
you come to us in the most harrowing of situations  
and whisper your call to courage: “Do not be afraid.”  
Though we may tremble,  
though we may hesitate,  
we hope,  
O God,  
to trust in you.  
You are here. 
You are in our homes. 
You are in the midst of our lives. 
You are in us. 
You are with us. 

The Christ Candle is lit  
 

Make us witnesses to love’s great power  
and loyal to all that heals,  
all that nourishes justice,  
and all that sustains with beauty and joy.  
Amen.  

  
 Song of Centering              I Come to the Garden Alone adapt 227 
I come to the garden alone 
to taste religion quite slowly – 
but the risen hope has a broader scope 
and I find the whole world ho-ly. 
  

For the truth we face has a common grace – 
Not a solo but a chorale – 
and the love is wide that is multiplied 
by a Savior who walks with us all.  
  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8qBLuei4n6Y&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8qBLuei4n6Y&feature=youtu.be


Life of the Church                                                         Rev. Jenn Simmons 
 
Reading from our Ancient Texts  
from the Gospel of John Chapter 20  
 These are the stories of wilderness and witness.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Message for All     Rev. Jody 
Furnas-Wright    
 Prayer of Vulnerability:              Rev. Simmons 

 As this community, we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit, 
wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share prayers at the end of 

our silence.  

Silence 
God you remind us, 
we do not have to become totally zen, 
we do not have to use this isolation to make our marriages better,  
our bodies slimmer, our children more creative. 
We do not have to “maximize its benefits” 
by using this time to work even more,  
write the bestselling Corona Diaries, 
or preach the gospel of ZOOM. 
We only have to let the soft animal of your body  
unlearn everything capitalism has taught us, 
(That you are nothing if not productive,  
that consumption equals happiness, 
that the most important unit is the single self. 
that you are at your best when you resemble an efficient machine). 
Speak about your fictions,  
the ones you’ve been sold,  
the ones you sheepishly sell others,  
and as church, we will share ours. 
Meanwhile the world as we know it is crumbling. 
Meanwhile the virus is moving over the hills,  

https://vimeo.com/405057455


suburbs, cities, farms and trailer parks. 
Meanwhile The News barks at us, harsh and addicting, 
until the push of the remote leaves a dead quiet behind,  
a loneliness that hums as the heart anchors. 
Meanwhile a new paradigm is composing itself in our minds, 
could birth at any moment if we clear some space 
from the same tired hegemonies. 
 

Remember,  
Remember,  
God calls to us, 
just be. 
You are allowed to be still as the white birch, 
stunned by what you see, 
uselessly shedding your coils of paper skins 
because it gives you something to do. 
Meanwhile, on top of everything else you are facing, 
do not let capitalism coopt this moment,  
laying its whistles and train tracks across your weary heart. 
Even if your life looks nothing like the Sabbath, 
your stress boa-constricting your chest. 
Know that your antsy kids, 
your terror, your shifting moods, are no less sacred than a yoga class. 
Whoever you are,  
no matter how broken,  
the world still has a place for you,  
calls to you over and over announcing your place as legit,  
as forgiven,  
even if you fail and fail and fail again. 
Remind yourself over and over,  
all the swells and storms that run through your long tired body  
all have their place here,  
now in this world.  



It is your birthright you be held deeply,  
warmly, in the family of things, not one cell left in the cold. 

 [Mary Oliver for Corona Times (after Wild Geese) by Adrie Kusserow] 
 

(We invite you to share prayers on Facebook with one another and to be 
read aloud during this time.) 

 
Together as this community we offer our prayers...  

(Robyn will read our shared prayers aloud) 
 
Lord in your mercy, 
Here our prayers.  
  
 Music of Centering                       Alleluia         BACH 

Strings and Chancel Quartet   
 
Reflection                                Resurrecting Hope                 Rev. Simmons 
 

Music of Response                     Gloria  
  Strings and Chancel Quartet   

  
Invitation to Offering       Amy Danford 
Beloveds, we gather in hope because Love remains with us.  
Our Sacred task is to nurture it.  
To grow it.  
To call it forth in one another.  
To embody it in small and ordinary ways.  
In faith that the love we practice together  
is one way we bear witness to the living Christ,  
let us share what we have with God and one another. 

 
Thank you for being church and all the ways you support one another! 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving        Deb Gallion 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3UX3tStonzk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be


Liberating Spirit,  
your persistent love frees us from all that would have us cower before evil.  
While forces of destruction intend to scatter us far from one another,  
you bind our hearts together in everlasting hope.  
Through these and all our offerings,  
bless our efforts to support one another  
and all our neighbors who are struggling in body, spirit, or material need. 
Keep us faithful, O God, to the tasks of your Kindom. Amen.  

  
Sharing our Tables    Rev. 
Simmons 

Today we come to share in the sacred story 
and share in the feast of the resurrection. 
With our eyes wide open, 
we come to this table knowing the realities of our world. 
We live in a time and place where anger is honed to a painful edge, 
where fear too often reigns, 
and shards of broken trust are used as weapons, 
rending into tatters relationships once built on love. 
In this, our too-fragile world, 
together we look for ways to strengthen love 
in all our relationships, 
to live in ways that lift each others’ souls, 
and build, for every single person, a place that they might know 
the beauty of being celebrated for who they are. 
Each week at this table we break bread, share stories, 
build new and hope-filled memories 
as we let go of the hurts and heartaches 
of other times and other tables. 
At this table we fill ourselves up with the things of love 
that we might live strong and confident 
in the times and places we hold in this, our world. 
As those who share a vision of a love-filled world, 



we break this bread as Jesus did, 
and we eat together knowing it is the bread of new life. 
We also pour and share the cup as Jesus did, 
knowing it is our desire for others to come and drink 
from this cup of hope, along with all of us. 

 
Please share your table with us in the comments! 

 
 Prayer of Blessing Ashley Quinn 
  
Sharing of the Bread and Cup   
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by the 
tables of our lives. Across distance, we are united by sharing together. Our 

presence, in person or across digital space, brings the table to life. 
 
Passing of the Peace                   Robyn Hagerman  
  
As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join 
us in zoom! Give a high-five, a hello, a selfie so we can see and greet one 

another! 
 
Song for the Journey     Celebrate a New Day Dawning    HYMN TO JOY 
Celebrate a new day dawning, 
sunrise of a golden morn; 
Christ our Savior dwells among us, 
glorious visions now are born. 
Equal partners ‘round the table, 
we make dreams reality; 
Calling out our gifts we nurture 
hope beyond all we can see. 
  

Christ our Savior lights the pathway 
to a world of harmony; 
Hand in hand your love surrounds us, 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTiy86XdRr0AB5aASEuNGopOVSMAsYDBmUr10vuG6I-3tcXNwDPUfflSL-_oyjtYi23qt0yEWHMYiXw/pub?start=true&loop=true&delayms=3000
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SY8suiTLge8&feature=youtu.be


nourishing our synergy. 
Earth joins in our rich communion, 
grateful for our healing care; 
Leaping deer and soaring eagles, 
all Earth’s fullness now can share. 
  

Sing a song of jubilation, 
dance with joyous revelry; 
Clapping trees and laughing rivers 
join our call to liberty. 
Freed at last to blossom fully, 
flowering forth in beauty bright, 
We become a new creation, 
bursting open into light.                            [jannalredge-clanton] 
 
Words for the Journey             Rev. Simmons 
If we do believe that Love remains, 
let us not grow weary in seeking its presence -  
searching all the world for signs of life we might nurture together.  
Through weeping and singing, protesting and praying, 
we accompany the living Christ in one another.  
In this way, we find the strength  
and courage to carry on the witness of the faithful.  
Rejoicing in the assurance of God with us, 
go in peace.  
 
Postlude                        Allegro                               TELEMAN   

  Jonathan Raney and Kirsten Weiss 
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