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The Gathering of a People of God 

National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion, cultural 
backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm welcome to all 
this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. Your presence 

both enriches us and this time of celebration together~ 
  

As you gather for worship… 
• Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, juice, bread, bagels, 

whatever you have!).  
• During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave, share a selfie, and say hi in 

the comments! 
•  During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in the comments. 
• Share a picture of your worshiping space in the comments or in the NACC group! 
• Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space. 
• After worship we will gather on Zoom in our new digital fellowship space! We will share 

the zoom link on Facebook during communion and invite you to begin gathering for 
fellowship after worship! 

 

Prelude                                                               Jonathan Raney 

 

Words of Gathering                                             Tom Boone 

Please join in reading aloud in the bold section: 

In the stillness... 
In the quiet... 
In all that rests on our minds and hearts... 
Our souls wait for you, O God. 
 

In everything moving too quickly... 
In our feelings of helplessness before all the obstacles that surround... 
As anxiety abounds and needs exceed our capacities... 
Our souls wait for you, O God. 
 

Though we cannot yet perceive the way from here... 
We do not give up on each other. We do not give in to despair. 
We trust in the One who has companioned life and love through the 
troubles of every generation. 
Our hope is this: through all things,  
God resides with us, within us, around us.         [enfleshedliturgy] 



Song          

 
Celebrating the Light                                                         Ashley Quinn       
God of the dead and God of the living,  
hold us close as we linger in these delicate days.  
May we perceive with clarity  
all that you would have us glean from what surrounds. 
Where a collective lack of love and justice are failing us,  
embolden us to live differently - today.          [enfleshedliturgy] 

We center ourselves by the light of our community. 



The candle that reminds us of witnesses who have gone before us, 
of stories of hope, 
of stories of courage, 
of stories of loss, 
of stories of love bringing new life. 

The Christ Candle is lit  
 

Let your Spirit be felt within us  
and swiftly and transform us with hope.  
Amen.  

  

 Song of Centering                         Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

Come, thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above. 
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming love.         
  

Life of the Church                                                         Rev. Jenn Simmons 

Thank you for joining us! 
Find us everyday this week! 
Holy Week Updates Coming Tuesday! 
Justice Work, join us after worship for our Justice Collaborative zoom! 
Passing of the peace has moved!  
Join us for fellowship after church via zoom! 
 

Reading from our Ancient Texts          

from the Gospel according to John Chapter 11  
      These are the stories of wilderness and witness.         

Thanks be to God. 
 

Message for All                                                    Rev. Jody Furnas-Wright 
  

Prayer of Vulnerability:                                                     Rev. Simmons 
 As this community, we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit, 

wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share prayers at the end of 
our silence.  

Silence 

  
(We invite you to share prayers on Facebook with one another and to be 

read aloud during this time.) 

 

So I walked. 

https://vimeo.com/400079553?utm_source=Sanctified+Subscribers&utm_campaign=4216a01eba-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_12_11_2018_19_40_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bdece71b5d-4216a01eba-218303621&mc_cid=4216a01eba&mc_eid=ccdbe0fd81


And it felt like forty days  
and it hurt like forty nights. 
And I waved to the people I passed there in the wilderness. 
We tipped our hats to one another, 
silently recognizing the weight we each carried, 
Until one day, I realized— 

the earth always kisses the sky. 
And this wilderness has turned into a garden, 
and I have made it out alive. 
And my mother hugged me, 
there at the earth’s edge. 
And she whispered in my ear, 
that God was that gardener, 
and that I had nothing to fear. 
So if you ever ask for a map, 
know that God and I will be planting seeds, 
hoping to turn your wilderness into a garden. 
for as long as the wilderness rages on, 
I will never stop looking for you 

where the earth kisses the sky.          [santifiedart] 

 

Together as this community we offer our prayers...  
(Robyn will read our shared prayers aloud) 

 

Lord in your mercy, 
Here our prayers.  
  

Music of Centering                                         Special Music  
  

Reflection    Witnesses who teach us: Feeling Your Feels    Rev. Simmons 

 

Music of Response                                                             Special Music  
 

Invitation to Offering                Louise Jackson  
Thank you for being church and all the ways you support one another! 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving                      Tom Boone 

Though we face difficult truths and realities,  
we do so in the company of God and one another.  
Together, we can hold what must be held.  
Together, we can support those who need it most.  

https://youtu.be/YRkUsN5EQYo


Together, we can tend life even in the midst of death.  
God is with us.  
We share what we have.           [enfleshedliturgy] 

 

Beloved One, you multiply all that we bring in love.  
As we remember those struggling with lack today -  
lack of connection,  
lack of rest,  
lack of resources,  
or lack of hope -  
we remember you can turn even the smallest offerings  
into an abundance of hope.  
Make us generous in spirit as we seek to center  
the needs of our most vulnerable neighbors.  
Amen.               [enfleshedliturgy] 

 

Sharing our Tables                  Rev. Simmons 

Please share your table with us in the comments! 

Teacher, Mentor, & Guide, 
we gather around the tables in our homes,  
right now, to remember Jesus, and all he did. 
We remember, on his last night on earth,  
How he gave these elements to his disciples— 

to every one of them,  
regardless of what they looked like,  
who they were or who they would become:  
one who betrayed you,  
one who denied he ever knew you,  
one who later doubted your power,  
and to all the others,  
each with their own weaknesses.  
You gave that motley bunch something tangible to remind them,  
in all the hard days to come,  
of your teaching and your love. 
And here we still are,  
Lord, with all our own differences and weaknesses,  
2000 years later, still partaking of this bread and this cup,  
needing more than ever to remember your teachings  
and your love for people  
of every nation, every race, creed, gender, and social status.  



Rich or poor,  
educated or illiterate,  
gay or straight,  
high status or outcast.  
We’re all here, gathered together in your name. 
Help us, this day,  
to renew our commitment to that same acceptance you showed so well,  
to that same love you gave so freely. 
We ask this in remembrance of you.             [louisejackson] 

 

 Prayer of Blessing                           Neil Guion 
  

Sharing of the Bread and Cup       
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by the tables of our lives. 
Across distance, we are united by sharing together. Our presence, in person or across digital 
space, brings the table to life. 
 

Passing of the Peace                                                         Ashley Quinn 

We have gathered to find the center amidst the chaos. 
Here in the wilderness, there is peace.  
Connected by our love, our shared adventurous spirit,  
by our shared longing to be live as followers of the way of Jesus, 
as ones who do justice together.  
We discover, 
here in the wilderness, there is peace.  
We gather in this place claiming peace. 
We see it on one another’s faces! 
  

As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join 
us in zoom! Give a high-five, a hello, a selfie so we can see and greet one 

another! 
 

 

Song for the Journey     Called as Partners in Christ’s Service      453 



 
 

 
 



Words for the Journey                        Rev. Simmons 

As we depart from the presence of one another, 
we do so in the knowledge that Love Eternal holds us together. 
Until we come together again, 
may you find courage in the witness of the faithful. 
May the peace of the Holy Spirit move through your every breath. 
And may you trust in the Wisdom of Christ within 
you.           [enfleshedliturgy]                           
 

Postlude                           Jonathan Raney 

 


