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The Gathering of a People of God 
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion, cultural 

backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm welcome to all 
this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. Your presence 

both enriches us and this time of celebration together~ 
  

As you gather for worship… 
● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, juice, bread, bagels, 

whatever you have!).  
● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave, share a selfie, and say hi in 

the comments! 
●  During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in the comments. 
● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the comments or in the NACC group! 
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space. 
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our new digital fellowship space! We will share 

the zoom link on Facebook during communion and invite you to begin gathering for 
fellowship after worship! 

 
Prelude  
 
Words of Gathering                                 Lisa Crump and John Scroggins 
Please join in reading aloud in the bold section: 
From the beginning, all life has been connected. 
There is a holy thread that weaves our lives together. 
At times, we hide from this truth. 
Other times it is hidden from us. 
It gets buried deep down beneath greed and isolation. 
It is forgotten when fear comes close. 
But there is a place where we find ourselves in each other. 
A place where every living thing is valued. 
We come to it on occasion.  
In brief and fleeting moments. 
It is our home in the life of God.  
Our place of origin and return. 
Let us go there together.  
Love has shown us the way.        [adapt/enfleshedliturgy] 
 

 



Song              O God of Vision    288 

 

 



Celebrating the Light                                                                   Lisa Crump  
Divine Presence,  
you draw near to the suffering. 
You uphold the weary and comfort the isolated.  
You bring strength to those who live righteously.  
May we, too, be companions  
to those who are persecuted for doing good.  
Make us friends of justice  
and unwavering in faithfulness to love wherever  
and however it calls to us.  
Amen.               [enfleshedliturgy] 

The Christ Candle is lit  
  
Song of Centering              In the Bulb There is a Flower    638 
There’s a song in every silence, 
seeking word and melody; 
there’s a dawn in every darkness, 
bringing hope to you and me. 
From the past will come the future; 
what it holds a mystery, 
unrevealed until its season,  
something God alone can see. 
  
Life of the Church                                                       Rev. Jenn Simmons 
 
Reading from our Ancient Texts  
from the Gospel of John Chapter 14 

 

 These are the stories of new life.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Message for All                 Rev. Furnas-Wright   

  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggQaeDvPB2s


Prayer of Vulnerability:     Rev. 
Simmons 

 As this community, we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit, 
wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share prayers at the end of 

our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to share prayers in the Facebook comments. We 
will share these prayers aloud at the end of today’s musical prayer.  

 
Silence 
 
A Musical Prayer:       Crying for a Dream: War Song         Rene Clausen  

                 CHANCEL QUARTET 
 
Together as this community we offer our prayers...  
 
Lord in your mercy, 
Here our prayers.    

 
Reflection                Rev. Simmons 
 

Music of Response                    Restless Weaver     Harrison 
 
Invitation to Offering     
Just as God dwells in us,  
we dwell in God.  
We share space together in the life of God  
where all have their needs met and none go unnoticed.  
We live, too, in this world aching with hunger,  
economic injustice,  
and housing inequity.  
In hopes of doing our part to embody the Kindom among us  
in the here and now,  
let us bring what we have to God and each other.                  [enfleshedliturgy] 

Thank you for being church and all the ways you support one another! 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be


Incarnate One,  
there is no knowledge of you apart from each other.  
We confess that we often act as if it were not so.  
We search high and low for you  
while you wait for us in the face of our neighbors and the body of the earth. 
In all your many forms,  
you come to us with offerings and asks.  
May our gifts be a sign of our gratitude for every holy encounter -  
the ones recognized and the ones still unnoticed.  
Amen.                                 [enfleshedliturgy] 
 

Sharing our Tables              Rev. Simmons 
He urged his followers to include a wide variety of people 
in what he called the realm of God. 
And he encouraged them to be open 
to the insights and understandings that come 
from honest and respectful dialogue 
among those who seek a worthy way of life. 
We are here to carry on this tradition 
of seeking truth and recognizing goodness, 
wherever they may be found. 
To this end, everyone is invited and encouraged 
to share in this symbolic meal. 
This being so, we who are followers of Jesus in these times 
gather around our tables to pledge ourselves anew 
to his words and ways. 
  
Jesus took bread and blessed it, 
acknowledging with gratitude the hands that produced it 
and the earthly goodness that made it possible. 
He broke the bread and gave it to his followers 
in a spirit of devotion to the new community he wished to form. 
In the same way, we break this bread 

 



and share it with one another. 
We give thanks for this bread. 
 
Jesus took a cup and blessed it 
for the sense of joy and celebration that can be found. 
Thus we lift this cup 
celebrating the blessedness of our fellowship 
and this time together. 

Please share your table with us in the comments! 
 
 Prayer of Blessing                   Jeff Barber  
  
Sharing of the Bread and Cup   
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by the tables of our lives. 
Across distance, we are united by sharing together. Our presence, in person or across digital 
space, brings the table to life. 

 
 
Passing of the Peace      Anissa Barber 
   

As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join 
us in zoom! Give a high-five, a hello, a selfie so we can see and greet one 

another! 
 
Song for the Journey                      O For a World 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSwZl-_vUaLWAINRdAvDPzXQACC1A7_cEne8gj7en4j_DchkHkHww5mL419gfVWFAmal4Q5THeEnnIc/pub?start=true&loop=true&delayms=3000


           
Words for the Journey    Rev. 
Simmons 
Let not your hearts be troubled. 
God has chosen to make a home in us. 
In a way, the whole cosmos, 
everyone we have ever loved, 
everyone who is still yet to be, 
all that is birthed by life and love, 

 



abides in us. 
There is nothing around us that is not also within. 
And so we are sent to practice love towards every living thing, 
knowing that all is connected, 
and our hope rests in each other.    
 
  

 

 


