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The Gathering of a People of God 
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion, cultural 

backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm welcome to all 
this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. Your presence 

both enriches us and this time of celebration together~ 
  

As you gather for worship… 
● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, juice, bread, bagels, 

whatever you have!).  
● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave, share a selfie, and say hi in 

the comments! 
●  During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in the comments. 
● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the comments or in the NACC group! 
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space. 
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our new digital fellowship space! We will share 

the zoom link on Facebook during communion and invite you to begin gathering for 
fellowship after worship! 

 
Prelude  
 
Words of Gathering                                      Steve Flower and Deb Gallion 
Please join in reading aloud in the bold section: 
Joy comes. 
Through the trees, 
the moon,  
the stars.  
The joy of the Lord comes to me. 
 
Through the breaths of fresh air,  
fresh baked challah bread from a friend  
and love letters.  
The joy of the Lord comes to me. 
 
Through the offering of a care package,  
gifts in the mail and conversations through zoom.  
In phone calls and email exchanges. 
The joy of the Lord comes to me. 

 



 
Some days seeking and finding this joy, 
is an act of resistance. 
It is resisting the systems that could call us to be afraid of our siblings, 
to live and work in systems of inequity and injustice.  
Claiming God’s joy, God’s Spirit in our midst 
calls us to center deeply and pay attention. 
So we gather for worship as we need one another to discover  
and rediscover, 
The joy of the Lord comes to me, finds me and fills me.  
Thanks be to God.                                   [sscott-huffman&jsimmons] 

 
Celebrating the Light                                    Steve Flower and Deb Gallion 
God of Gladness,  
God of Jubilee, 
we find our joy in you. 
Things break. 
Success fades. 
Structures of power collapse. 
But that which we find in you – 
wisdom, freedom, delight, belonging – 
these remain. 
So we light this candle to remind us and invite us to  
keep us alive to the riches of our lives and reaching, 
still, 
for a future recreated in your image restored.        [adapt/enfleshedlitugry] 
 

The Christ Candle is lit  
  
Song of Centering              In the Bulb There is a Flower    638 
There’s a song in every silence, 
seeking word and melody; 
there’s a dawn in every darkness, 

 



bringing hope to you and me. 
From the past will come the future; 
what it holds a mystery, 
unrevealed until its season,  
something God alone can see. 
  
Life of the Church                                                       Rev. Jenn Simmons 
 
Reading from our Ancient Texts  
from the Psalms Chapter 65 

 

 These are the stories of new life.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Message for All                 Rev. Furnas-Wright   

  

Prayer of Joy      Rev. 
Simmons 

 As this community, we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit, 
wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share prayers at the end of 

our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to share prayers in the Facebook comments. We 
will share these prayers aloud at the end of today’s musical prayer.  

 
Silence 
 
Unpredictable, irrepressible, 
dancing, laughing Spirit, 
when we're tempted to be cautious and hesitate, 
draw us forward 
into your surprising and joyful future 
that is more than we can imagine. 
 
Unpredictable, elusive Spirit, 
when we're tempted to opt for certainty,  
free our spirits to adventure and risk,  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggQaeDvPB2s


as your people have always done. 
 
Unpredictable, people-loving, 
freedom-loving Spirit, 
when we're tempted to be shackled to comfort and conformity, 
enable us to leave such things behind, 
call us through your people 
into the surprise of each new day. 
Clear our vision, so we may see things, 
to which we've paid no attention in the past. 
Sharpen our listening, 
so we may hear pleadings and cries 
we've never heard before. 
 
Strengthen our hands, 
so we may do things we've previously not dared try.  
Put a new spring into our step, 
so we may follow your leading into new situations 
and be people who dare to reimagine and live your joy. 
 
Together as this community we offer our prayers...  
 
Lord in your mercy, 
Here our prayers.    
 
Music of Centering                  Music Down In My Soul      HOGAN 
 
Reflection                            Rev. Michelle Scott-Huffman   
 
Invitation to Offering                           Steve Flower 
 

Thank you for being church and all the ways you support one another! 
 

 



Music of Response               I Sing Because I’m Happy                  PADEN 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving        Deb Gallion 
 

Sharing our Tables     Rev. Scott-Huffman 
There is a joy deep within our heart, 
the joy of trusting 
in one who has been this way before us, 
the wonder of the mystery of love 
for all the world, 
and for the waking to a day 
in which your promise 
of new possibilities 
will be fulfilled. 
 
As we come to the table this day, 
we gather around the simple things in our homes. 
We gather with what we have. 
We gather together  
because we believe in love 
and we long to be people who live in joy. 
We take the bread as Jesus did, 
we break it and we bless it, 
and share it with each other 
remembering the dream of God for us all. 
 Because we believe in that peace, we take the cup as Jesus did, 
we pour it and we bless it, 
and share it with each other 
remembering the joy God finds in each one of us. 
 

Please share your table with us in the comments! 
 
 Prayer of Blessing            Tabitha Carroll  
  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be


Sharing of the Bread and Cup   
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by the tables of our lives. 
Across distance, we are united by sharing together. Our presence, in person or across digital 
space, brings the table to life. 

 
Passing of the Peace      Rev. 
Simmons  
   

As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join 
us in zoom! Give a high-five, a hello, a selfie so we can see and greet one 

another! 
 
Song for the Journey                     Joyful is the Dark     333  

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSwZl-_vUaLWAINRdAvDPzXQACC1A7_cEne8gj7en4j_DchkHkHww5mL419gfVWFAmal4Q5THeEnnIc/pub?start=true&loop=true&delayms=3000


 
  
Words for the Journey              Rev. 
Scott-Huffman 
We go rejoicing in the assurance that God intends good things for us, 
for the earth and for every living creature. 
The God who liberates the oppressed, 
who heals the hurting, 
who frees the captive, 
Who desires to bring forth new life among us. 
And so with joy, 

 



we go in search of Christ 
and every sign of Love enfleshed.         [enfleshedlitugry] 

   
 
  

 

 


