
National Avenue Christian Church 
Online Worship Guide 

 
 

Eastertide 
Liturgy of the Ordinary:  

Everything Belongs 
May 24, 2020  

 



 
The Gathering of a People of God 

National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion, cultural 
backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm welcome to all 
this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. Your presence 

both enriches us and this time of celebration together~ 
  

As you gather for worship… 
● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, juice, bread, bagels, 

whatever you have!).  
● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave, share a selfie, and say hi in 

the comments! 
●  During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in the comments. 
● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the comments or in the NACC group! 
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space. 
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our new digital fellowship space! We will share 

the zoom link on Facebook during communion and invite you to begin gathering for 
fellowship after worship! 

 
Prelude  
 
Words of Gathering                                Kathryn Boone and Amy Danford 
Please join in reading aloud in the bold section: 
We gather as those seeking hope. 
Hope for new conversations as we talk about mental health. 
Hope for stigmas to fall. 
Hope for religious communities to change the conversation. 
Hope to be the ones to speak the truth 
and make room for truths to be shared and affirmed. 
Creating Spirit, 
we seek to be ones to create space for love to be made known. 
We seek the wisdom that exists in each one of us. 
May we listen, 
stay curious, 
offer our stories, 
and give our wisdom to one another.    [jsimmons] 
 

 



Celebrating the Light                              Kathryn Boone and Amy Danford 
As we continue to navigate through the unknown territories of the Covid 
Pandemic and everything associated with it,  
we recognize the toll all of this has had on everyone’s mental health.  
As we continue to focus on ways to stay connected and offer support,  
we are aware of our need to have spaces for people to connect,  
share their struggles, talk about things,  
and find overall support in one another.  
Even before the outbreak,  
there were/are people who live with mental health struggles daily. 
Unnamed diagnoses that were once taboo to mention are now becoming 
just as common to talk about as the weather.  
Stigmas around mental health are being broken,  
so we can comfortably share our struggles,  
stories and experiences with others more freely and wholly.  
To each of you who with particular mental health diagnoses,  
we see you.  
To each of you who have and are figuring out ways to maneuver around 
and manage all of the stress related to Covid pandemic,  
we see you.  
There are also many around us without the support they need,  
maybe even unaware that they struggle with depression, anxiety or bipolar. 
Because of the stigma associated with mental health issues,  
there are people suffering in silence. 
No matter where you are at with your mental health- 
We see you.  
We hear you.  
And you are not alone.  
We light this candle, the light of Christ, 
to remind of us of the light, Christ, in all things.    [stephaniescott-huffman] 

The Christ Candle is lit  
 
 

 



Song of Centering              In the Bulb There is a Flower    638 
There’s a song in every silence, 
seeking word and melody; 
there’s a dawn in every darkness, 
bringing hope to you and me. 
From the past will come the future; 
what it holds a mystery, 
unrevealed until its season,  
something God alone can see. 
  
Life of the Church                                                       Rev. Jenn Simmons 
 
Reading from our Ancient Texts  
from Acts Chapter 1 

 

 These are the stories of new life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Message for All                 Rev. Furnas-Wright   

  

Prayer of Hope              Rev. Simmons 
 As this community, we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit, 

wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share prayers at the end of 
our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to share prayers in the Facebook comments. We 

will share these prayers aloud at the end of today’s musical prayer.  
 

Silence 
 
We gather as the children of God, 
a flock divided by unseen threats. 
We long for the comfort of our closeness, 
a warm hug, a handshake, a kiss on the cheek, 
under the watchful eye of our good shepherd. 
  
In this time of uncertainty, 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggQaeDvPB2s


We reflect on the challenges of the early church. 
Who, under the threat of death, 
had the fortitude to gather in catacombs, 
to offer prayers and songs of thanksgiving. 
  
Our collective voices, raised in song, may be distanced, 
but in our solitude, we find comfort in those words. 
Beautifully written prayers set to music, 
that bring enlightenment just as surely as scripture. 
  
Today, we choose to stand on the promises of God. 
And, in the garden of your promises, 
we gather the essence of strength and fortitude, 
love and courage, 
compassion and ingenuity, 
and surround ourselves and our community, 
with your brilliant, healing light. 
  
Peace that passes all understanding, 
love that endureth all things, 
faith that can move mountains, 
and the promise of everlasting life.  
  
We nourish the garden of the promises, 
with the sweat of our brows, 
the salt of our tears, 
and the joy in the knowledge, 
that the Good Shepard always watches over the flock. 
and for these many blessings, we give thanks.   [jscroggins] 
 
Together as this community we offer our prayers...  
 
Lord in your mercy, 

 



Here our prayers.     
 
Reflection       Rev. 
Simmons  
 
Music of Reponse              O Love that Will Not Let Me Go  

Chancel Quartet  
 
Invitation to Offering                       Kathryn Boone 
Sometimes we depend on the strength of our neighbors  
and sometimes our neighbors depend on ours.  
We take turns shouldering together the shared burdens of life.  
Through one another, God upholds us.  
In gratitude for this and all the gifts of community,  
let us bring together our resources in spirit and offering.  [enfleshedliturgy]  
 

Thank you for being church and all the ways you support one another! 
 
Music of Response                            Lean On Me 

Chancel Quartet  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving       Tina 
Stillwell  

God, our comfort and our strength,  
bless our offerings and renew our spirits.  
As you call the faithful to courage in these days,  
we hope to rise to the occasion.  
Where you ask us to endure,  
bring us companionship in the struggle.  
Where you ask us to share what we have,  
may our hearts overflow with generosity.  
Where you ask us to open ourselves to radical change,  
make us brave and wild with imagination.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be


For your Kindom,  
enable us to live the love we desire.  
Amen.     [enfleshedliturgy] 
 

Sharing our Tables              Rev. Simmons 
For everyone born, a place at the table... 
The bread and the cup symbolized human lives 
interconnected with other human lives, 
and the power of giving and receiving. 
May the passion for life as seen in Jesus, 
and in the lives and struggles of many other 
committed and faithful people then and now, 
enable us to dare and to dream and to risk... 
Together may we re-imagine the world. 
Together may we work to make all things new. 
Together may we celebrate the possibilities and hope 
we each have and are called to share. 

  
For everyone born, a place at the table... 
We break this bread for our broken humanity, 
for the powerful and the powerless 
trapped by exploitation and oppression. 
May there be healing where there is pain and woundedness. 
We break this bread 
for the unhealed hurts and wounds 
that lie within us all. 
May we be healed. 
This is the cup of peace and of new life for all. 
A sign of love for the community of hope. 
A reminder of the call to live fully, 
to love with all we are and 
to be all that we can be. 

Please share your table with us in the comments! 

 



 
 Prayer of Blessing                Tina Stillwell   
  
Sharing of the Bread and Cup   
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by the tables of our lives. 
Across distance, we are united by sharing together. Our presence, in person or across digital 
space, brings the table to life. 

 
Passing of the Peace        Amy Danford 
   

As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join 
us in zoom! Give a high-five, a hello, a selfie so we can see and greet one 

another! 
 
Song for the Journey                     O For a World 
   

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSwZl-_vUaLWAINRdAvDPzXQACC1A7_cEne8gj7en4j_DchkHkHww5mL419gfVWFAmal4Q5THeEnnIc/pub?start=true&loop=true&delayms=3000


  
Words for the Journey   
May the grace that says “you are not alone” 
encourage you. 
May the mercy that says “you are enough” 
comfort you. 
May the love that says “you are loved” 
embrace you this day and every day. 
Amen. 
 

   

 



 
  

 

 


