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The Gathering of a People of God 
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion, cultural 

backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm welcome to all 
this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. Your presence 

both enriches us and this time of celebration together~ 
  

As you gather for worship… 
● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, juice, bread, bagels, 

whatever you have!).  
● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave, share a selfie, and say hi in 

the comments! 
●  During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in the comments. 
● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the comments or in the NACC group! 
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space. 
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our new digital fellowship space! We will share 

the Zoom link on Facebook during communion and invite you to begin gathering for 
fellowship after worship! 

 
Prelude  
 
Words of Gathering                                          John and Susan 
Mihalevich 
Please join in reading aloud in the bold section: 
Come, Holy Spirit, and rouse the people of God.  
All the earth is groaning for restoration.  
Though the whirlwind of life tosses and turns us, we remember:  
out of chaos, the Spirit births new worlds.  
Come, Holy Spirit, and revive what has grown stale.  
Let the troubled be comforted.  
Let the apathetic be agitated.  
Wash away all that suppresses, silences, and condemns.  
Come, Spirit, come.  
We welcome your renewal among us.             [enfleshedliturgy] 
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Celebrating the Light                                       John and Susan Mihalevich  
We are called to be the church.  
To be the bright light of hope, love and healing.  
Lord make me an instrument of your peace.  
Blessed are the peacemakers.  
When we are afraid to rock the boat,  
to challenge and confront the systems within us and around us,  
that bring pain to our siblings.  
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.  
Help me to no longer keep the peace but do what I can to create peace.  

 



God, through the ways of Jesus and so many before us,  
we’ve learned that love is a verb.  
It calls us to action in many ways.  
You’ve called us to be the church, to be love, to do love.  
God of Love, may my love be a verb.  
We know that the church is not just the building,  
but it’s each of us.  
In all that we do,  
we have the opportunity to shine the light of Christ,  
the light of love, on all people. 
Lord, help me to be the church wherever I go.  
In our world, many are hurting, grieving, longing for justice and peace, 
strangled by the oppressive ways  
and behaviors that don’t allow siblings to live freely.  
You’ve given us all we need to help set others free. 
God, help us to constantly be a better church:  
to hope, love, peace, grace and healing.  
Amen.              [stephaniescott-huffman] 

The Christ Candle is lit  
 
Life of the Church                                                       Rev. Jenn Simmons 
 
Reading from our Ancient Texts  
from Acts Chapter 2 
[Adapted from the Message] 
When the Feast of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 
Without warning there was a sound like a strong wind, a gale force—no 
one could tell where it came from. It filled the whole building. Then, like a 
wildfire, the Holy Spirit spread through their ranks, and they started 
speaking in a number of different languages as the Spirit prompted them. 
There were many Jews staying in Jerusalem just then, devout pilgrims from 
all over the world. When they heard the sound, they came on the run. Then 
when they heard, one after another, their own mother tongues being 
spoken, they were thunderstruck. They couldn't for the life of them figure 

 



out what was going on, and kept saying, "Aren't these all Galileans? Why 
are we hearing them talk in our various mother tongues? 
 
Parthians, Medes, and Elamites;  Visitors from Mesopotamia, Judea, and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts 
of Libya belonging to Cyrene; Immigrants from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes; Even Cretans and Arabs! 
"They're speaking our languages, describing God's mighty works!" 
Their heads were spinning; they couldn't make heads or tails of any of it. 
They talked back and forth, confused: "What's going on here?" 
Others joked, "They're drunk on cheap wine." 
 
That's when Peter stood up and, backed by the other eleven, spoke out 
with bold urgency: "Fellow Jews, all of you who are visiting Jerusalem, 
listen carefully and get this story straight. These people aren't drunk as 
some of you suspect. They haven't had time to get drunk—it's only nine 
o'clock in the morning. This is what the prophet Joel announced would 
happen: "In the Last Days," God says "I will pour out my Spirit on every 
kind of people: Your sons and your daughters will prophesy, and the young 
people will see visions, and the old people will dream dreams. When the 
time comes, I'll pour out my Spirit  even on those enslaved to me, both men 
and women, and they'll prophesy.  I'll set wonders in the sky above and 
signs on the earth below, Blood and fire and billowing smoke, the sun’s 
light will be extinguished and the moon will be blood-red, Before the Day of 
the Lord arrives, the Day tremendous and marvelous; And everyone who 
calls out for help to me, God, will be saved.”That day about three thousand 
took him at his word, and were baptized. 
 

 These are the stories of the church.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Message for All                 Rev. Furnas-Wright   

  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggQaeDvPB2s


Prayer of the Church                        Rev. Simmons 
 As this community, we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit, 

wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share prayers at the end of 
our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to share prayers in the Facebook comments. We 

will share these prayers aloud at the end of today’s musical prayer.  
 

Silence 
 
Here’s one thing you must understand about this blessing: 
it is not for you alone. 
It is stubborn about this. 
Do not even try to lay hold of it if you are by yourself, 
thinking you can carry it on your own. 
To bear this blessing you must first take yourself 
to a place where everyone does not look like you or think like you, 
a place where they do not believe precisely as you believe, 
where their thoughts and ideas and gestures  
are not exact echoes of your own. 
Bring your sorrow. 
Bring your grief. 
Bring your fear. 
Bring your weariness, 
your pain, 
your disgust at how broken the world is, 
how fractured, 
how fragmented 
by its fighting, 
its wars, 
its hungers, 
its penchant for power, 
its ceaseless repetition 
of the history it refuses to rise above. 
I will not tell you this blessing will fix all that. 
But in the place where you have gathered, 

 



Wait. 
Watch. 
Listen. 
Lay aside your inability to be surprised, 
your resistance to what you do not understand. 
See then whether this blessing turns to flame on your tongues, 
sets you to speaking what you cannot fathom  
or opens your ear to a language 
beyond your imagining that comes as a knowing in your bones, 
a clarity in your heart that tells you this is the reason 
we were made: 
for this ache that finally opens us, 
for this struggle, 
this grace that scorches us toward one another 
and into the blazing day.           [jrichardson] 
 
Together as this community we offer our prayers...  
 
Lord in your mercy, 
Here our prayers.     
 
Reflection                            Rev. Michelle Scott-Huffman  
 
Music of Response                Come Build a Church                       MEDEMA 

   CHANCEL QUARTET 
 
Invitation to Offering                               Neil Guion  
God comes to us in mighty winds and gentle touches.  
She is calm,  
she is beauty,  
she is the thing within us that cannot rest when evil surrounds.  
In gratitude for all the ways God meets us where we are,  
with what we need,  

 



let us bring our offerings to the One who makes all things new.  
 

Thank you for being church and all the ways you support one another! 
 
Music of Response                  Many Will Come               KEESECKER 
                CHANCEL QUARTET 
  
Prayer of Thanksgiving       Susan Mihalevich 
Spirit of Justice, come.  
Spirit of Life, come.  
Spirit of Compassion and Truth, come.  
Give us fresh visions of a world restored  
and new dreams of the impossible made possible.  
By your Spirit,  
may our faith be enlivened  
and our commitment to you and all our neighbors be renewed.  
With gratitude for all you have done for us, we pray.  
Amen.     [enfleshedliturgy] 
 

Sharing our Tables        Rev. Scott-Huffman and Rev. Simmons   
Today we celebrate the Spirit, 
the breath of church. 
Jesus of Nazareth promised this breath would come. 
We gather around many tables, 
longing for all to have this fullness of breath. 
We lament when any of our siblings cries out, “I cannot breath.” 
 
Jesus embodied a Spirit of life, 
calling us to create just ways of living. 
Jesus showed us what we are capable of when we allow this same Spirit 
to work freely in our lives. 
May our time meditating, praying, sharing at the tables in our homes 
Become the breath of the church.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be


May it give us courage, 
the courage and the generosity 
that characterized Jesus’ life. 
May it give us bravery,  
to give ourselves to be embodiments 
of the Spirit he bore and of the dream he dreamed. 
May people see in us what we profess to have seen in Jesus – 
the Spirit alive in our midst! 
 
We break and share bread as a sign of our awareness 
of the Spirit always with us in all we do and as a sign of our commitment 
to love generously and wholeheartedly. 
We drink this fruit of the vine in joyful recognition of a Spirit  
poured out into our world. 
May the Spirit within us be a source of healing and hope. 
 

Please share your table with us in the comments! 
 
 Prayer of Blessing                    Neil Guion     
  
Sharing of the Bread and Cup   
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by the tables of our lives. 
Across distance, we are united by sharing together. Our presence, in person or across digital 
space, brings the table to life. 

 
Passing of the Peace            John Mihalevich   
Wild and Unruly One, so much around us is in flux.  
The world is changing and our lives are upended.  
Though we crave stability and security,  
give us the courage and patience to wait for your guidance.  
Sustain us through our discomfort  
and reveal the pathways to changes that last.  
Amen.     [enfleshedliturgy] 

  

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSwZl-_vUaLWAINRdAvDPzXQACC1A7_cEne8gj7en4j_DchkHkHww5mL419gfVWFAmal4Q5THeEnnIc/pub?start=true&loop=true&delayms=3000


As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join 
us in zoom! Give a high-five, a hello, a selfie so we can see and greet one 

another! 
 
Song for the Journey        Wind Upon the Water    247 
 

  
 
Words for the Journey              Rev. 
Scott-Huffman 
We go in faith that the Spirit is moving,  
even when we cannot perceive it.  
She is stirring in quiet places.  
She is luring hearts with beauty and desire.  
She is growing like a fire, embers burning brighter each day.  

 



Let us open our hearts to her work of love,  
readying ourselves for endings and beginnings.  
For God’s work is always brewing,  
and the holy potential for the renewal of all things surrounding us.  
As the Spirit goes with us, 
peace will be our companion.  [enfleshedliturgy] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
  

 

 


