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The Gathering of a People of God 
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion, cultural 

backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm welcome to all 
this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. Your presence 

both enriches us and this time of celebration together~ 
  

As you gather for worship… 
● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, juice, bread, bagels, 

whatever you have!).  
● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave, share a selfie, and say hi in 

the comments! 
●  During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in the comments. 
● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the comments or in the NACC group! 
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space. 
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our new digital fellowship space! We will share 

the Zoom link on Facebook during communion and invite you to begin gathering for 
fellowship after worship! 

 
Prelude  
 
Words of Gathering                                       Dena Lantz and Steve Flower 
Please join in reading aloud in the bold section: 
Wild and wondrous God, creator of all, 
Spirit of life and love and liberation, 
Mother and Lover and Conspirator and Friend, 
Tender tender of possibility and dream. 
You have called us together, in this time, and this place 
and so, we gather: 
full of wisdom and wondering, 
full of hope and fear, 
weariness and longing, 
passion and pain. 
Unleash your wild power in us, we pray. 
Deepen our connection with You and with each other. 
Deepen our capacity to hear the voices of those too often silenced, 
to honor the presence of those too often erased, 
to center the wisdoms of those too often pushed to the margins, 

 



that we might bear witness to the complex truths of our wholly holy lives 
and the complex needs of your beautiful, broken world. 
 
We remember those who have brought us to this place 
who have labored with You and 
who have labored for us 
to make a way out of no way. 
Dreaming dreams and visioning visions 
both ancient and new-the communion of prophets, saints, and teachers, 
queer lovers and freedom fighters, fugitive dreamers and our ancestors, 
the great cloud of witnesses. 
Those who whisper their wisdom in stories, songs, and poems 
those who gave birth to movements 
and moments 
of liberation 
of healing 
of justice 
of love. 
 
We remember and honor the legacies of resistance 
to evil, injustice, and oppression 
that have enabled our being 
and invited our becoming. 
 
So, beloveds: bring your beautiful, messy, aching, wondrous selves. 
Bring your laughter. 
Bring your rage. 
Bring your tears. 
Bring your fears. 
Bring the insight that only you can offer. 
Bring your whole self as we gather here.      [adapt/enfleshedliturgy] 
 
Song of Gathering Pray for a World           O WALY WALY 

 



Pray for a world where ev’ry child 
finds welcome in a sheltered place, 
where love is tender, undefiled, 
and nurture intertwines with grace. 
  
Pray for a nation just and fair 
that seeks the welfare of us all, 
where leaders guide with prudent care 
to nurture life for great and small. 
  
Pray for a world where all have voice 
and none will batter, or abuse, 
till then, may all have rightful choice 
and pray for wisdom as they choose.                         [adpt/ruthduck] 
 
Celebrating the Light      Dena Lantz and Steve Flower   
Because: Divinity dwells in our flesh and our bones. 
Because: Divinity delights in that which is other, different, strange 
deemed illegal, incompatible or unworthy 
Because: Emmanuel, God enfleshed, makes the impossible possible. 
Because: We need each other. 
Because: Our liberation is bound up together. 
Because: We must love each other and support each other. 
Because: We must fight for each other and learn from each other. 
Because: We have nothing to lose but our chains. 
Because: The fear that nothing else is possible is deadening, and deadly. 
Because: Freedom is a constant struggle. And the labor is hard 
but it is holy, too, and there is joy to be found in laboring together. 
Because: The healing salve of salvation spills over, overflows, and cannot 
be controlled or contained. 
Because: The Gospel is indeed Good News and God’s story brings the 
powerful down from their thrones 
and lifts up the lowly 

 



and God’s story is our story 
and the story is still being written 
and we are writing this story together.      [adapt/enfleshedliturgy] 
We claim the light.  
We claim the sacred, already in our midst. 
We are connected by this Spirit bringing us together to do this work. 
  The Christ Candle is lit  
Life of the Church                                                       Rev. Jenn Simmons 
 
Reading from our Ancient Texts   
from the Old Testament Isaiah 65 
 
 These are the stories of the church.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

Message for All         Rev. 
Furnas-Wright   

  

Prayer of the Church                                    Rev. Michelle Scott-Huffman 
As this community, we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit, 

wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share prayers at the end of 
our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to share prayers in the Facebook comments. We 

will share these prayers aloud at the end of today’s musical prayer.  
 

Silence 
 
So come, Spirit. Come. 
Convict us with curiosity. 
Convert us from complacency. 
Consecrate us with compassion. 
Conspire with us, as we lean into the New Life emerging from the 
destruction around us. 
 
What do we need to lay down 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggQaeDvPB2s


set aside 
offer up 
divest from 
in order for all of us to be free? 
 
What practices of dominance, investments in supremacy, 
legacies of violence do we need to confess 
repent of 
turn from 
unlearn 
and resist 
for the sake of our collective soul 
for the sake of the kin-dom 
for the sake of ecclesia 
so that we might become sanctuary for each other 
enfleshing new ways of being 
with each other 
for each other 
and with You. 
 
May we listen into the chaos. 
May we lean into possibilities born of tears and sweat and dreams. 
May we open to Your lure. 
May we remember our power. 
May we connect with our Source. 
May we return, always, to what matters most: 
Seeking justice 
practicing kindness 
deepening into solidarity 
with each other 
with the Divine 
with the entangled, interconnected web of holy life in which we live 
and move 

 



and have our being. 
 
May it be so.               [adapt/enfleshedliturgy] 
May we make it so. 
 
Together as this community we offer our prayers...  
 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayers.     
 
Reflection                  Living in Exile: God’s Dream        Rev. 
Scott-Huffman 
 
Music of Response                       Until All of Us 

         CHANCEL QUARTET 
 
Invitation to Offering                Rev. Furnas-Wright  

 
Thank you for being church and all the ways you support one another! 

 
Music of Response                 Make Them Hear You 

           Dr. Todd Payne, Solo and Chancel Quartet 
  
Prayer of Thanksgiving                            Dena Lantz 
 

Sharing our Tables            Rev. Scott-Huffman & Rev. Simmons   
At this table we give thanks for justice, love, peace and freedom. 
At this table we give thanks for friends and strangers. 
At this table all are welcome, all are invited. 
Source of Life and Creativity whom we name God, 
we are gathered together in our sacred places. 
Here we offer praise and thanksgiving. 
Here we remember the words and deeds 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be


of the one called Jesus of Nazareth. 
We remember that wherever he came, 
people rediscovered their humanity, 
became filled with new meaning and purpose, 
and found a new courage to live 
not just for themselves, but for others. 
We remember how he spoke of a new reality 
he called the Realm of God, 
already among us, yet coming in ever greater fullness, 
creating communities of justice, love and peace. 
 
We remember how he told stories of ancestors, 
how they made a way, when there was no way 
in order to proclaim and discover your inclusive love. 
We remember our tradition over the ages… 
how in a meal with his disciples, 
he took bread in his hands, 
blessed it, broke it, and shared it with them: 
“Let the bread you share be the means 
of my presence with you for all time.” 
After the meal, Jesus poured the cup: 
“Share this cup, all of you, 
as a remembrance of the open meals I shared with all.” 
 
So now we take this bread and cup, 
breaking it and pouring it out… 
that they might be shared among us as equals. 
May they nourish and sustain us on our life’s journey: 
transforming, enabling, and empowering us, 
as we continue to follow in the way of Jesus. 
Together, we celebrate we are makers of the Realm of God. 
[adpt/robertosing] 

Please share your table with us in the comments! 

 



 
 Prayer of Blessing               Steve Flower        
  
Sharing of the Bread and Cup   
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by the tables of our lives. 
Across distance, we are united by sharing together. Our presence, in person or across digital 
space, brings the table to life. 

 
Passing of the Peace                 Rev. Simmons  

As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join 
us in zoom! Give a high-five, a hello, a selfie so we can see and greet one 

another! 
 
Song for the Journey                   Community of Christ 
 
 Words for the Journey                       Rev. Scott-Huffman   
Maybe in this time there has been a glimpse of the realm of God, 
of what our world can be. 
Maybe it’s a foretaste, 
a hint, 
a promise. 
Let it hold you and let it send you 
so you will never be at peace… 
Until all are fed. 
Until all know home. 
Until all are free. 
Until justice is done. 
Until peace is the way. 
Until grace is the law. 
Until love is the rule. 
Until God’s realm comes. 
Until God’s realm comes. 
Until God’s realm comes… 
Amen. 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSwZl-_vUaLWAINRdAvDPzXQACC1A7_cEne8gj7en4j_DchkHkHww5mL419gfVWFAmal4Q5THeEnnIc/pub?start=true&loop=true&delayms=3000
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