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The Gathering of a People of God 
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion, cultural 

backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm welcome to all 
this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. Your presence 

both enriches us and this time of celebration together~ 
  

As you gather for worship… 
● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, juice, bread, bagels, 

whatever you have!).  
● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave, share a selfie, and say hi in 

the comments! 
●  During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in the comments. 
● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the comments or in the NACC group! 
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space. 
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our new digital fellowship space! We will share 

the Zoom link on Facebook during communion and invite you to begin gathering for 
fellowship after worship! 

 
Prelude  
 
Words of Gathering                       John Scroggins and Robyn Hagerman 
Please join in reading aloud the bold section: 
Praise the Divine whose splendor is woven into all the earth.  
What wonders surround us!  
We linger in awe and appreciation.  
The beauty of the earth is a balm to the senses.  
Creation overflows with wisdom, ancient and new.  
The world, wild with creative energy,  
is adaptive through challenges and change.  
Precious is each creature!  
Every living thing, beloved and valued.  
In holy defiance of all that spoils life through shame and destruction,  
we remember and proclaim together the truth  
from which we come and by which we hope to live:  
“God saw everything that was created and indeed,  
it was very good.”              [enfleshedliturgy] 
It was very good. 

 



All of creation is very good. 
We are very good.  
Let us live this truth together.  
 
Song of Gathering Pray for a World           O WALY WALY 
Pray for a world where ev’ry child 
finds welcome in a sheltered place, 
where love is tender, undefiled, 
and nurture intertwines with grace. 
  
Pray for a nation just and fair 
that seeks the welfare of us all, 
where leaders guide with prudent care 
to nurture life for great and small. 
  
Pray for a world where all have voice 
and none will batter, or abuse, 
till then, may all have rightful choice 
and pray for wisdom as they choose.                         [adpt/ruthduck] 
 
Celebrating the Light        Robyn Hagerman 
Spirit of Life,  
you created us in your image.  
You made us to be healers,  
to be protectors,  
and to be in deep  
and abiding relationships with one another and all the earth.  
Help us to trust in the power of these Sacred gifts within us.  
Enable our resistance to all that threatens life  
and make us co-creators of justice, joy, and care.  
Amen.      [enfleshedliturgy] 
  The Christ Candle is lit  
Life of the Church                                                       Rev. Jenn Simmons 

 



 
Reading from our Ancient Texts    John Scroggins and Robyn Hagerman 
from the Hebrew Scriptures, Genesis Chapter 1 
 
 These are the stories of pride.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

Message for All         Rev. 
Furnas-Wright   

  

Prayer of the Church    
As this community, we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit, 

wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share prayers at the end of 
our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to share prayers in the Facebook comments. We 

will share these prayers aloud at the end of today’s musical prayer.  
 

Silence 
 
O God, we long to co-create with you the Beloved Community 
which looks to the common good; privileges all equally, 
and creates societal systems 
which celebrate the humanity and the gifts of all. 
And yet we focus on our differences, envy each other’s gifts, 
devalue manifestations of you, O God, that are not like our own. 
Perhaps our sin is a slow wait for justice: 
We allow the voices of siblings who do not look like us, 
love like us, or worship like us to be silenced. 
We have told them to wait for freedom, justice and equality. 
We foster in them a denigrating sense of nobodiness.  
Lord, have mercy. 
Or perhaps we have kept silence ourselves 
in the face of their struggle for full human life. 
For it is not solely hateful words and actions, 
but also appalling silence that follows the path of oppression. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggQaeDvPB2s


Christ, have mercy. 
Perhaps our sin is to give in to weariness, discouragement, bitterness. 
You have called us to be drum majors for justice, 
peace and righteousness. 
Yet the work of peace and justice overwhelms us at times, 
to build with God the Beloved Community seems impossible, 
and we grow weary. 
We cry, “Peace, peace,” 
but there is no peace within us or around us. 
We find ourselves on the path 
of hatred and oppression, violence and war. 
Lord, have mercy.     [carijackson] 
Life-Giver, Pain-Bearer, Love-Maker. 
Source of all that is and that shall be. 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed 
by all peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
sustain our hope and come to earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
now and forever.  
 
Together as this community we offer our prayers...  
 
Lord in your mercy, 

 



Here our prayers.     
Reflection     Rev. 
Simmons 
 
Music of Response             God Has Work for Us to Do MILLER 
             CHANCEL QUARTET 
 
Invitation to Offering                      John Scroggins 
How are we to make the Kindom come on earth as it is in heaven?  
By practicing it.  
By envisioning it.  
By praying for it and turning from all that threatens  
its embodiment among us.  
One way we do this is by practicing a different kind of economy.  
One where our resources are not individualized,  
but are shared for the common good.  
Come, and let us bring together what we have,  
so that no need may go unmet.     [enfleshedliturgy] 

Thank you for being church and all the ways you support one another!  
To make a financial gift online visit: here 

 
Music of Response                         This Is Me 
 CHANCEL QUARTET 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving                      Anissa Barber 
Loving Creator, you mourn with us over all that is being destroyed.  
Each life is precious in your sight.  
Each creature and creation, a Sacred testament to you.  
As we offer our thanks for what sustains us,  
we bring, too, our grief, our tears, and our distress.  
As a practice of love, we pray, we weep, and we labor for change.  
Amen.                 [enfleshedliturgy] 
 

 

https://www.paypal.me/natlave
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be


Sharing our Tables     Rev. 
Simmons   
Beloveds. Beloveds. Beloveds. 
We come to this Table because we are claimed in covenant, 
because we are still learning what covenant and togetherness means, 
how it looks and moves and feels. 
Because we long for liberation. 
Because we thirst for justice. 
Because we know the need—fierce and urgent— 
for grace and freedom and nourishment in our flesh and our bones. 
Because the tables of our lives are an extension of Christ’s table. 
You are invited to bring your whole lives and all are welcome here.  
All. 
Because we remember: 
On the night he was arrested, 
while the powers and principalities 
of Empire, and supremacy, and dominance raged, 
Jesus— 
a brown skinned, radical, healer, community organizer, 
gathered people, 
invited their fears and longings, 
invited them into radical solidarity, 
justice-love-in-action, 
and in the healing of and in the world,  
to which, for which, he gave his life over and over and over. 
Jesus took bread, broke it, shared it, and said: 
Take and eat: this is my body, 
the bread of new life. 
Share this, and remember. 
Then Jesus took the cup, blessed it, gave thanks for it, and said: 
Take and drink: this is the power of my life-blood, 
the salve of salvation, 
the cup of blessing. 

 



Share this, and remember. 
And so, we do. 
We remember. 
We offer. 
We receive. 
And we share in this nourishing feast. 
Because we know how to nourish each other in ordinary 
and extraordinary ways. 
Because we need each other and we need this sacrament, 
this visible sign of life-giving grace, flowing and overflowing. 
So, come. 
Come.   
Come.               [enfleshedlitrugy] 

Please share your table with us in the comments! 
 
 Prayer of Blessing                   Jeff Barber        
  
Sharing of the Bread and Cup   
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by the tables of our lives. 
Across distance, we are united by sharing together. Our presence, in person or across digital 
space, brings the table to life. 

 
Passing of the Peace       

God, for all that you feel in solidarity with us, 
we give you thanks.  
You weep with the heartbroken.  
You share in anger over cruelty and disregard for life.  
You delight in our simple joys and extraordinary awakenings.  
May your care and concern draw us more deeply into love for one another. 
May we be faithful companions to all who long to know that 
they do not weep, rage, or celebrate alone.  
 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSwZl-_vUaLWAINRdAvDPzXQACC1A7_cEne8gj7en4j_DchkHkHww5mL419gfVWFAmal4Q5THeEnnIc/pub?start=true&loop=true&delayms=3000


As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join 
us in zoom! Give a high-five, a hello or a selfie so we can see and greet 

one another! 
 
Song for the Journey          O God, We Bear the Imprint of Your Face  

 
 Words for the Journey     Rev. Simmons and John Scroggins    
As we go from this place,  
revive us, oh God, when exhaustion consumes us. 
Give us strength to do whatever it takes, 
to show the world the rainbow of social justice, 
as we live it in our daily lives. 
  
You have promised to guide us through troubled waters, 
to heal the sick, end oppression, and make us whole. 
We seek the days when the fruits of our labors are rewarded, 

 



with justice, equality, compassion, and empathy.  
We are the family of God.  
  
We shall not be overwhelmed by the discordant chatter 
of those who seek to undermine our efforts. 
We shall not shy away from speaking truth to power, 
even though it scares us beyond comprehension. 
Social justice and equality cannot wait. 
The time has come. The bell tolls for me.  
For the promise of hope, healing, joy, equality and justice, 
We will march to the ends of the earth, 
raise our voices to the heavens above, 
and bask in the glory when we stand together, 
United.  
Equal.  
Beloved.  
Eternal.        [adapt/johnscroggins] 
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