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The Gathering of a People of God 
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion, cultural 

backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm welcome to all 
this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. Your presence 

both enriches us and this time of celebration together~ 
  

As you gather for worship… 
● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, juice, bread, bagels, 

whatever you have!).  
● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave, share a selfie, and say hi in 

the comments! 
●  During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in the comments. 
● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the comments or in the NACC group! 
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space. 
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our new digital fellowship space! We will share 

the Zoom link on Facebook during communion and invite you to begin gathering for 
fellowship after worship! 

 
Prelude  
 
Words of Gathering                     Stephanie Scott-Huffman & Deb Gallion 
Please join in reading aloud the bold section: 
Gathered together,  
we proclaim the Good News of God publicly, intentionally, and explicitly: 
This community joyfully affirms God’s love for LGBTQ+ people.  
The presence of God welcomes the fullness of who we are.  
We are people who desire.  
Who long.  
Who practice love in many ways.  
We celebrate love is love is love is love is love. 
Love that is queer and love that is collective.  
We are people who want to know and be known -  
for who we’ve been,  
who we are,  
and who we are becoming.  
We honor identities in transition.  
We delight in authentic self-expression.  

 



Whether trans or intersex or cis,  
God moves in our becoming.  
How wonderful are the many works of God’s creative hand!  
May all who long for Love’s embrace  
feel their Holy worth.      [adapt/enfleshedliturgy] 
 
Song of Gathering Pray for a World           O WALY WALY 
Pray for a world where ev’ry child 
finds welcome in a sheltered place, 
where love is tender, undefiled, 
and nurture intertwines with grace. 
  
Pray for a nation just and fair 
that seeks the welfare of us all, 
where leaders guide with prudent care 
to nurture life for great and small. 
  
Pray for a world where all have voice 
and none will batter, or abuse, 
till then, may all have rightful choice 
and pray for wisdom as they choose.                         [adpt/ruthduck] 
 
Celebrating the Light         Deb Gallion    
God of wisdom strange and surprising,  
come and move us.  
Enliven our faith.  
Stir our spirits.  
Stretch our minds and the capacity of our hearts.  
Let your Word renew our hope and lead us on paths of justice and truth. 
Amen.               [enfleshedliturgy] 
  The Christ Candle is lit  
Life of the Church                                                       Rev. Jenn Simmons 
 

 



Reading from our Ancient Texts   
from Psalm 8 and from the Gospel according to Matthew Chapter 10 
 
 These are the stories of pride.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

Message for All         Rev. 
Furnas-Wright   

  

Prayer of the Church                                    Rev. Michelle Scott-Huffman 
As this community, we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit, 

wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share prayers at the end of 
our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to share prayers in the Facebook comments. We 

will share these prayers aloud at the end of today’s musical prayer.  
 

In the midst of all that keeps our spirits frantic,  
overwhelmed, or troubled, we pause. 
We pause to remember each other  
as those whose precious and precarious lives 
are inherently bound together. 
We pause to remember the basic gifts of water, of trees,  
of beauty, of the land we gather upon. 
We pause to remember our neighbors - distant and near. 
And so to the One who is Love,  
we bring the prayers of our communities.  
Where we share in joy or concern,  
let us respond together, “God, hear our prayers.” 
 

Silence 
 

We pray… 
for all the queer, trans,  
and intersex children and youth across the globe.  
For the ones who are struggling with feelings of isolation and shame. For 
those who have no safe place or people to retreat to.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggQaeDvPB2s


For those who must be teachers to the adults in their lives.  
For those who are unsafe in their communities. 
God, hear our prayers. 
We pray for our elders whose labor we are indebted to.  
For the ones who never tasted the freedom they fought for.  
For the ones who were forced to the fringes of their own movements. For 
the allies who suffered beside us,  
casting their lot with us in true solidarity.  
For the ones forgotten and betrayed. 
God, hear our prayers. 
We pray for all those who hunger for justice and liberation today.  
For the ones who lay down their lives for their friends.  
For the ones who tell the truth.  
For the ones who take risks, who dream,  
who feed and pray, who fight for bread and roses. 
For the ones who are eager to learn and grow  
and offer their gifts to the work of enfleshing your dreams. 
God, hear our prayers. 
We pray for all who are suffering in the church  
and the world at the hands of white supremacy.  
For those imprisoned by the state.  
For those whose land has been taken.  
For the earth that groans beneath us.  
For those without food or housing.  
For those who have yet to repent. 
God, hear our prayers. 
We pray in gratitude for all that nourishes and sustains us.  
For the gifts of beauty and friendship, shared meals, and art, and love.  
For laughter.  
For pleasure.  
For the friends, lovers, and comrades who lift our spirits,  
always by our side when the days are heavy.  
For the freedom we have in Christ.  

 



God, hear our prayers. 
For your presence within and around us,  
in our highs and lows,  
our hope and our despair,  
God, we give you thanks.  
Hear our prayers and deepen our willingness  
to show up with and for one another,  
sharing in each other’s burdens  
and working for one another’s protection and care.       [enfleshedliturgy] 
 
Together as this community we offer our prayers...  
 
Lord in your mercy, 
Here our prayers.     
Amen. 
 
Reflection     Rev. Scott-Huffman 
 
Music of Response   Remember Who You Are 

     CHANCEL QUARTET 
 
Invitation to Offering      Stephanie Scott-Huffman  
Since its beginning,  
the church was meant to be a place of chosen family -  
a community of outcasts and outlaws,  
dreamers, prophets, and humble disciples of Love.  
In the company of Divine Presence,  
we create belonging and nurture justice.  
With gratitude for the Sacred Labors of Love in this place,  
let us bring our offerings to God and one another.                  [enfleshedliturgy] 

Thank you for being church and all the ways you support one another!  
To make a financial gift online visit: here 

 

 

https://www.paypal.me/natlave


Music of Response                        True Colors 
 CHANCEL QUARTET 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving                           Deb Gallion 
God of Justice,  
even as we celebrate your love for the LGBTQ+ community today,  
we remember the church has not always done so.  
We acknowledge the harm that continues to be done in your name today. 
As we bring our offerings,  
we bring also a renewed commitment to interrupting prejudice  
and practicing solidarity.  
We press on together until people of every sexual orientation  
and gender identity can live freely and without fear,  
receiving the love and support all people deserve.  
Thanks be to you,  
our guide and our help in making it so.  
Amen.                [enfleshedliturgy] 
 

Sharing our Tables         Rev. Michelle 
Scott-Huffman    
We gather here, each a beloved miracle of Divine creation.  
God has given us so much:  
We have each other.  
We have beauty, and courage,  
and the capacity to dream.  
These precious lives of ours -  
so short and vulnerable -  
they are meant to be lived abundantly,  
rich in joy, meaning, and connection.  
We know, however,  
that forces of evil work to suppress God’s intentions for our lives.  
White supremacy,  
anti-LGBTQ+ oppression,  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be


sexism,  
and poverty 
work to strip individuals, communities,  
and the earth from the ability to thrive.  
And so, the miracle of life becomes a burden.  
People struggle with the will to live.  
We turn on each other.  
We hoard resources and numb ourselves to pain and desire.  
We lose touch with the power of God  
that illuminates possibilities for collective liberation.  
For this reason, we turn to the Table.  
At the Table, we feast on reminders of God’s presence with us.  
We taste.  
We eat.  
We feel.  
We encounter Christ among us and within us.  
Here, too, we remember all who go without food,  
without safety, and in search of belonging.  
We are made alive again,  
both to the pain and the pleasure of the world’s aches and possibilities.  
The bread of life nourishes us for the work of justice.  
The cup of blessings revives and restores.  
We do this in likeness with those who gathered with Jesus  
on the night of his arrest.  
In community, he took bread, blessed it, broke it,  
gave it to all of them and said,  
"This is my body which is given for you.  
Take, eat, and remember me."  
After the supper, he did the same with the cup, saying,  
"This is a symbol of the new covenant.  
Drink in remembrance of me."  
In remembering the life of Jesus,  
we remember that the suffering of one us belongs to all of us.  

 



And that our joy, our sorrow,  
and our hope are entangled together.  
And so we pray,  
pour out your Spirit on this bread and this cup, O God.  
Through these gifts, renew our commitment to love and to one another.  
Gift us with a taste of your Kindom  
that we might work to embody it this day and always.  
Amen.              [enfleshedlitrugy] 

Please share your table with us in the comments! 
 
 Prayer of Blessing              Ashley Quinn     
  
Sharing of the Bread and Cup   
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by the tables of our lives. 
Across distance, we are united by sharing together. Our presence, in person or across digital 
space, brings the table to life. 

 
Passing of the Peace       
Beloved One, your embrace is a refuge from violence and hatred.  
Those who have been turned away,  
forgotten, or persecuted find belonging in you.  
We hope to embody such love in this place.  
May we be a sanctuary, a shelter, a safe place to turn.  
May we endeavor to learn from each other  
and grow together in love that protects and uplifts.  
As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join 
us in zoom! Give a high-five, a hello or a selfie so we can see and greet 

one another! 
 
Song for the Journey                      Colorful Creator  

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSwZl-_vUaLWAINRdAvDPzXQACC1A7_cEne8gj7en4j_DchkHkHww5mL419gfVWFAmal4Q5THeEnnIc/pub?start=true&loop=true&delayms=3000


 
Words for the Journey     Rev. Scott-Huffman 
Beloveds, let us go with hearts full of courage,  
that we might practice love that disrupts bigotry.  
Let us go with minds open to experiencing God  
in ways strange and unexpected,  
in ways ordinary and everyday.  
And let us go with joy,  
for the Creator of all life goes with us.  
Amen.  
 

 



National Avenue Christian Church 417.869.9176 
natlave@sbcglobal.net ● www.nationalavenuecc.com 

Rev. Jenn Simmons, Lead Pastor,  
Rev. Michelle Scott-Huffman, Adjunct Pastor for Preaching 

Rev. Jody Furnas-Wright, Adjunct Pastor for Faith Formation with Families 
Hayley Norton, Communication Coordinator, Ashley Quinn, Justice Coordinator 

Sarah Cybulski, Finance Coordinator, Josef Hunt & Zack Tooley, Sextons 
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