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The Gathering of a People of God 
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion, 
cultural backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm 

welcome to all this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. 
Your presence both enriches us and this time of celebration together~ 

  
As you gather for worship… 

● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, juice, bread, bagels, 
whatever you have!).  

● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave, share a selfie, and say hi 
in the comments! 

●  During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in the comments. 
● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the comments or in the NACC group! 
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space. 
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our new digital fellowship space! We will 

share the Zoom link on Facebook during communion and invite you to begin 
gathering for fellowship after worship! 

 
Prelude  
 
Words of Gathering                 Stephanie Scott-Huffman & Zack Tooley 
Please join in reading aloud the bold section: 
We gather here. 
We gather in the midst of unrest. 
We gather in the midst of unraveling. 
We gather to be seekers of love. 
Transforming One,  
through you, we come to recognize the everyday ways we turn from love. 
Practices of evil can be so normal.  
So ordinary.  
So common.  
Though conforming tempts us with its safety and comfort,  
you urge us toward a more life-giving way.  
Make us defiers of every mold that confines  
and constricts the flourishing of life.                [enfleshed] 
As we gather in this space, awaken us. 
Unravel us as we worship. 



 

Song of Gathering            Restless Weaver 

  
 
Celebrating the Light     Zack Tooley 
Bold, yet many times unknown.  
Frequently not seen by the white eye,  
but felt by folks like Jacob Blake and Tamar Rice.  
We hate the term, we deny it, dismiss it and say “not me!” 
It is White Supremacy.  
It’s roots run deep, in schools, churches and our communities.  
The roots of white supremacy have grown in you and in me.  
Like a virus that is seeped deep into our veins,  
our hearts and minds. 
It is our work to do,  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IzDCMEyFtLw&feature=youtu.be


 

yours and mine, 
we must unravel what has been woven together,  
before our time.  
We must call it out,  
we must dig deep,     [stephaniescotthuffman] 
to sever the roots and unravel the knots of white supremacy.  
May we see it in the flames of possibility in our communities.  
     The Christ Candle is lit  
 
Life of the Church                                                    Rev. Jenn 
Simmons 
 
Reading from our Ancient Texts   
from the Hebrew Bible Jeremiah Chapter 29 

and the Gospel according to Luke Chapter 10 
 
 These are the stories of unraveling.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

Message for All              Rev. Jody Furnas-Wright   

  

Prayer of the Church            Rev. 
Simmons 

As this community, we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit, 
wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share prayers at the end of 
our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to share prayers in the Facebook comments. 

We will share these prayers aloud at the end of today’s musical prayer.  
 

Silence 
 
God, who searches our hearts and calls us to courage, 
as racist violence against your people and the earth persists, 
Your spirit groans with us over all that is being lost. 
We come together to lament lives burdened and destroyed, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggQaeDvPB2s


 

communities criminalized and under-resourced, 
families torn apart, and lands stolen and plundered. 
Our lives are entangled in a complicated web of systems,  
histories, and beliefs. 
They make it difficult to live as Jesus taught us, 
to lay down our lives for our friends, 
and to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
And so we confess: 
Too often, our fear prohibits us from being bold in love. 
We do not do enough to hold ourselves, our communities, and 
those in power accountable to racial justice. 
Rather than cast our lot with the most marginalized, 
where race and other injustices wed, 
our loyalty is often granted to those most like us. 
Though prophets surround us, calling us to live and perceive differently, 
we confess, we ignore their pleas. 
Hear our hearts, Delivering One: 
we do not always recognize the ways  
we are complicit with white supremacy.  
We know that we are - individually and collectively, 
And that we strive not to be. 
And that we believe, by your power, O God, 
we can keep learning, 
keep growing, 
and disrupt the cycles of racism that run through our lives,  
our church, and our world. 
Forgive us our complacency and lead us on paths of justice. 
Not even the forces of white supremacy  
can overcome the power of your love. 
So rise within us and around us, O God, 
that your Kindom may come on earth as it is in heaven. 
Not one day, but today. 
Through Christ, 



 

who liberates the oppressed and 
frees the captive heart, we pray.       [enfleshedliturgy] 
 
Together, as this community, we offer our prayers...  
Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayers.     
Amen. 
 
Reflection                       Unraveling White Supremacy      Many Voices  
 
Music of Response        Kirsten Weiss, Violin 
 
Invitation to Offering         Week of Compassion  
Thank you for being church and for all the ways you support one another!  

To make a financial gift online visit: here 
 
Music of Response            Kirsten Weiss, Violin  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving               John Mihalevich 
 
Sharing our Tables         Rev. Furnas-Wright & Rev. Simmons 
Show me O Lord,  
my own white supremacy.  
Show me where it hides,  
show me where it leads.  
Help us O God to embrace humility.  
Unravel in us O Lord,  
the twisted knots of white supremacy. 
We bring these loose ends to the table, 
the places that feel too frayed. 
At the table we are reminded of your deepest connection with us. 
God, you meet us in all places in our lives. 
You are in the simplest of meals. 

https://www.paypal.me/natlave
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be


 

You are there in our questions. 
You are there in our unraveling. 
You. Are. There. 
So we gather with the simple things from our home, 
longing to remember, 
and re-member, the pieces that come unraveled. 
No matter how we arrive in this space, 
we say yes to love today. 
We remember how Jesus took bread, what he could find on the table, 
how he broke it, blessed it, and gave thanks. 
“This is my body, given in love.” 
And then took a cup, what was on the table for the meal, 
raised it, blessed it, and gave thanks. 
“This is the cup of hope, for every one of you.” 
As we share the things of our lives, 
may we find a new spirit of love here. 
 
 Prayer of Blessing           Ashley Quinn    
  
Sharing of the Bread and Cup   
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by the tables of our lives. 
Across distance, we are united by sharing together. Our presence, in person or across digital 
space, brings the table to life. Please share your table with us in the comments!  

 
Passing of the Peace      
As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join 
us in zoom! Give a high-five, a hello or a selfie so we can see and greet 

one another! 
 
Song for the Journey                O For A World   

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSwZl-_vUaLWAINRdAvDPzXQACC1A7_cEne8gj7en4j_DchkHkHww5mL419gfVWFAmal4Q5THeEnnIc/pub?start=true&loop=true&delayms=3000


 

God is the God of 

the living:   
Words for the Journey                             Rev. Simmons 
Faithful ones, the aches of the world,  
the struggle of our neighbors, the grief that fills our hearts,  
they call us to listen for God’s guiding wisdom.  
We listen so that we might be transformed,  
and bring about transformation.  
For the sake of the flourishing of collective life,  
the Spirit sends us to learn from one another,  
to grow in the ways of liberation, 
and to love as the body of Christ.       [enfleshed] 
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