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The Gathering of a People of God 
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion, 
cultural backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm 

welcome to all this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. 
Your presence both enriches us and this time of celebration together~ 

  
As you gather for worship… 

● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, juice, bread, bagels, 
whatever you have!).  

● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave, share a selfie, and say hi 
in the comments! 

●  During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in the comments. 
● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the comments or in the NACC group! 
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space. 
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our new digital fellowship space! We will 

share the Zoom link on Facebook during communion and invite you to begin 
gathering for fellowship after worship! 

 
  
Words of Gathering        Ashley and Justin Fleming 
Please join in reading aloud the bold section: 
Too often we have taken the fruits of creation granted. 
We have uttered prayers of thanksgiving without true gratitude. 
We did not recognize the suffering of the earth 
and of the people who have produced our food. 
Ignoring our connection to the creation as we reap nourishment,  
we move further away from God’s vision of beloved community. 
We gather seeking to be transformed at our tables. 
Open us to the richness and beauty in connecting to our food 
—at the Lord’s Table, at our individual tables 
—to all the natural and human resources who have brought it to those 
tables. 
Help us to give thanks, not just for our food, 
but for all those who have brought it before us 
and to work so that they might also flourish. 
Encourage us to work for justice for all, 
so that all may give you thanks and be fed. 



 

  
Song of Gathering           We are Not Our Own  

 
 



 

Centering in our Bodies         Rev. Jenn Simmons   
During this time we will do a short meditation to center in our bodies and 
pay attention to the Spirit in our midst. At the end of this time, we will light 

our candles.   
 
The light of Christ, the light of community, 
the light of creation is with us. 
     The Christ Candle is lit  

  
Song of Creation  Morning Has Broken               (vs 1) 
Morning has broken like the first morning, 
blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 
Praise for the singing!  
Praise for the morning!  
Praise for them singing fresh from the Word!  
 
Life of the Church                                                               Rev. Simmons 
 
Reading from our Ancient Texts                     Ashley and Justin 
Fleming 
from the Psalms Chapter 104 
 
 These are the stories of co-creating. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Message for All              Rev. Jody Furnas-Wright   

  

Prayer of the Church                                                         Rev. Simmons 
As this community, we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit, 

wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share prayers at the end of 
our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to share prayers in the Facebook comments. 

We will share these prayers aloud at the end of today’s musical prayer.  
 
Silence 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggQaeDvPB2s


 

 
God we know that what we have in this world is temporary.  
All things pass away: 
Our possessions,  
Our bodies.  
We need bread for today,  
For we don’t know what the future holds.  
As you sent manna from heaven to the Israelites in the desert,  
So provide for us now 
With bread enough to fill hungry bellies, 
With spiritual resources for the day,  
With compassion and generosity sufficient for sharing,  
With sustenance for today’s priorities. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
So that we may focus on the work at hand: 
The work of bringing heavenly values to life,  
On earth as it is in heaven.  
This is the work that Christ began,  
And his footsteps we imperfectly follow.  
And keep us from temptation 
To hoard,  
To succumb to cynicism and hopelessness,  
To lose sight of Christ’s ideas, 
To lose ourselves in ego,  
To fret about tomorrow.  
Teach us to enjoy our bread now, 
While it remains unspoiled,  
And help us to trust: 
In mercies new each morning,  
In the surprising generosity of God,  
In the goodness of the Giver.         [franpratt] 
 
Together, as this community, we offer our prayers...  



 

Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayers.     
Amen. 
 
Reflection                  Blessing Our Table Lives           Rev. 
Simmons   
 
Music of Response              Earth Song 

   CHANCEL QUARTET 
 
Invitation to Offering         Ashley and Justin Fleming 
In the midst of struggle,  
collective and personal,  
this community is meant to be a holy refuge.  
Here, we are invited to be real about our lives -  
what makes us weep or rage or feel nothing at all.  
We hear one another and hold one another,  
seeking wisdom together. 
In gratitude for this gift and God’s presence with us,  
let us bring our offerings.       [enfleshed]  

  
Thank you for being church and for all the ways you support one another!  

To make a financial gift online visit: here 
 
Music of Response                    Hymn of Creation 

           CHANCEL QUARTET   
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving            Steve Flower 
 
Sharing at our Tables  Rev. Furnas-Wright 
At the tables of our lives, 
we pray to awaken in ourselves 
the passionate intensity of the Presence 

https://www.paypal.me/natlave
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be


 

that brought everything and everyone 
into existence. 
At the tables of our lives, 
we pray to stir in us 
the yearnings of this creative, energizing Presence, 
for new beginnings that could be expressed 
in our evolving humanity and to find the depth of compassion. 
 
In loving compassion, 
we grow and find wholeness in and with God. 
In loving compassion, 
we are fed and we are nourished. 
In loving compassion, 
we are placed into relationships with all creation, 
that God’s peace and justice might reign. 
In loving compassion, 
we gather at our table.  
Today, at the tables of our lives, we once again commit ourselves 
to be the kind of people who do not look away. 
Today, at the tables of our lives, we once again ask for grace 
to begin anew as co-creators with you, of heaven on earth. 
We take the bread of our lives made from the elements of the earth. 
We break it, we bless it, and we share it— 
remembering your body given for all. 
We take this cup filled with the fruit of the vine. 
We pour it, we bless it, and we share it— 
remembering your blood poured out for the life of the world.    
 
Prayer of Blessing            Steve Flower   

            
Sharing of the Bread and Cup   
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by the tables of our lives. 
Across distance, we are united by sharing together. Our presence, in person or across digital 
space, brings the table to life. Please share your table with us in the comments!  



 

 
Passing of the Peace     
As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join 
us in zoom! Give a high-five, a hello or a selfie so we can see and greet 

one another! 
 

Song for the Journey                   Healer of Our Ev'ry Ill 

 
God is the God of the living:   

Words for the Journey                        Rev. Simmons  
May we always be hungry for righteousness; 
To overcome injustices that bring about hunger! 
May we always be hungry for peace; 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSwZl-_vUaLWAINRdAvDPzXQACC1A7_cEne8gj7en4j_DchkHkHww5mL419gfVWFAmal4Q5THeEnnIc/pub?start=true&loop=true&delayms=3000


 

To overcome insecurity, suffering and displacement! 
May we always be hungry to share our resources and blessings; 
To ensure that all in our communities are able to live full lives! 
May it be so!  
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