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The Gathering of a People of God 
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion, 
cultural backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm 

welcome to all this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. 
Your presence both enriches us and this time of celebration together~ 

  
As you gather for worship… 

● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, juice, bread, bagels, 
whatever you have!).  

● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave, share a selfie, and say hi 
in the comments! 

●  During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in the comments. 
● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the comments or in the NACC group! 
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space. 
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our new digital fellowship space! We will 

share the Zoom link on Facebook during communion and invite you to begin 
gathering for fellowship after worship! 

 
Prelude  
 
Words of Gathering        Dave Derossett and Jeff Barber 
Please join in reading aloud the bold section: 
We gather on this day, 
to unite our voices, 
to unite our work, 
to unite our spirits, 
as we continue to build just systems for all workers and for all creation. 
We celebrate the voices and work of so many 
who have had hard conversations, 
who spoke to their neighbors and friends, 
who offered knowledge, 
where there was fear and misunderstanding. 
Laboring Spirit, 
we know we have the tools to make and remake systems 
where each worker will have enough. 
Compassion, hope, and mercy dwells within each of us -  
seeking to guide us 



 

as we build stronger families, 
stronger communities, 
and a stronger world through our labor. 
Jesus modeled remaking systems, 
asking landowners to give workers a wage that would sustain life. 
Spirit of imagination, 
continue to inspire us as we gather. 
As we raise our voices, 
grant us energy and creativity to keep on laboring 
to bring forth God’s dream of justice.                        [jsimmons] 
 
Song of Gathering        Called as Partners in Christ's Service   

 



 

Celebrating the Light          Lucinda Wadle 
Infinite Spirit, we offer our deepest prayers 
for shelter for those without homes. 
We also long for the sheltering of all creatures. 
We are mindful of those living in turmoil and unrest, 
holding all those who are endangered species of life. 
When we pray that the hungry be fed, 
may we be mindful 
that all God’s creatures have need of sustenance. 
  
In this season of climate chaos, 
we seek release and a new way 
for all those afflicted by fire, flood, earthquake, or storms. 
Remind us that this includes every living thing. 
Let the words of our hearts, 
the light we seek to bring, 
and the actions of our lives be as one, 
that we may live peaceably with creation.                                 [jfbutler/adpt] 
 
May we see it in the flames of possibility in our communities.  
     The Christ Candle is lit  
 
Life of the Church                                                    Rev. Jenn 
Simmons 
 
Reading from our Ancient Texts   
from the Gospel according to Mark Chapter 2 
 
 These are the stories of co-creating. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Message for All              Rev. Jody Furnas-Wright   

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggQaeDvPB2s


 

  

Prayer of the Church            Rev. 
Simmons 

As this community, we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit, 
wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share prayers at the end of 
our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to share prayers in the Facebook comments. 

We will share these prayers aloud at the end of today’s musical prayer.  
 
On this Labor Day Sunday, let us,  
in a special way,  
lift up all people who labor,  
either for pay, or as volunteers.  
In jobs or at school,  
at home or in the workplace,  
in the U.S. and around the world. 
 
Silence 
 
We are workers, God, just like you.  
But we confess that our actions do not always affirm  
and honor each other.  
Our work is not always done in a spirit that is pleasing to you.  
We confess that, on some occasions,  
we have blindly bought goods made by people who are paid too little  
or work in unsafe conditions.  
We admit that we have failed to end an unjust system  
in which some workers have jobs that provide good wages  
and benefits while others may have no job, 
or one that pays little and provides few benefits.  
Creator God,  
help us to be your people,  
working for a world where all workers are valued.  
A world where those who clean houses  
are also able to buy houses to live in.  



 

A world where those who grow food  
can also afford to eat their fill.  
And one where those who serve and care for others --  
in stores, schools, hotels, restaurants, nursing homes,  
and many other places -- are,  
themselves, also served and cared for.  
It will be a world where all workers everywhere share  
in the abundance that you have given us. 
 
Together, as this community, we offer our prayers...  
Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayers.     
Amen. 
 
Reflection                         Laboring for Justice          Rev. 
Simmons 
 
Music of Response       Chanson Triste    Tchaikovsky

                             Emilia Stauffer, Cello  
 
Invitation to Offering                   Dave Derossett  
Thank you for being church and for all the ways you support one another!  

To make a financial gift online visit: here 
 
Music of Response                          Humoresque    Dvorak

                        Emilia Stauffer, Cello  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving      Jeff Barber 
 
Sharing our Tables           Rev. Furnas-Wright 
Take and eat, 
take and meet, 
this is the body, 

https://www.paypal.me/natlave
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be


 

we are the bread. 
The bread of life, the bread of lives 
the life of the grain, from seed to proud stalk. 
We are the life of the farmworker 
who sows and reaps that others might eat. 
We are the life of the agribusiness executive 
who buys and sells and hires and fires 
so that the grain might be grown and sold. 
We are the teacher who tends the children 
who will grow up to be farmworkers and agribusiness executives; 
the teacher who plants the seeds 
of curiosity, kindness, wisdom, and tolerance, 
so that all might learn to make bread and share it well. 
Take and eat, this is the body, 
we are this bread. 
  
We are the cashier in the grocery store, 
where the teacher and the farmworker, 
and the executive buy their bread. 
We are the artist who makes the ads for the grocery store 
and we are the accountant who does the taxes 
for the artist who makes the ads and the nurse  
who works in the COVID unit caring for the accountant’s mom, 
and the retired person who volunteers in the homework help center, 
at the youth club where the nurse’s child goes after school. 
Take and eat, this is the body, 
we are this bread. 
 
We are the person who replaced the worn-out tires 
on the car that the retired person uses 
to get to the youth club to do volunteer tutoring. 
Take me, savor me, enjoy my nourishment 
because you depend on me. 



 

Every life that I am is a life that matters. 
Every morsel of me calls out to be remembered and honored. 
Every time you gather around the table in my name, 
take this bread, as Jesus did, and 
bless it, and break it, and share it all around– 
This is my body,   [jburklo] 
we are this bread. 
 
Prayer of Blessing                  Lucinda Wadle

            

Sharing of the Bread and Cup   
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by the tables of our lives. 
Across distance, we are united by sharing together. Our presence, in person or across digital 
space, brings the table to life. Please share your table with us in the comments!  
Music of Reflection Eccles Sonata       Largo

                                          Emilia Stauffer, Cello  

Passing of the Peace      
As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join 
us in zoom! Give a high-five, a hello or a selfie so we can see and greet 

one another! 
 

Song for the Journey                   Healer of Our Ev'ry Ill 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSwZl-_vUaLWAINRdAvDPzXQACC1A7_cEne8gj7en4j_DchkHkHww5mL419gfVWFAmal4Q5THeEnnIc/pub?start=true&loop=true&delayms=3000


 

 
God is the God of the living:   

Words for the Journey                             Rev. Simmons 
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