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November 1, 2020 
 

The Gathering of a People of God 
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion, 
cultural backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm 

welcome to all this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. 
Your presence both enriches us and this time of celebration together~ 

  
As you gather for worship… 

● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, juice, bread, bagels, 
whatever you have!).  

● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave, share a selfie, and say hi 
in the comments! 

●  During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in the comments. 
● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the comments or in the NACC group! 
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space. 
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our new digital fellowship space! We will 

share the Zoom link on Facebook during communion and invite you to begin 
gathering for fellowship after worship 

  
Words of Gathering      Zack Tooley 
Please join in reading aloud the bold section: 
Holy One of the Ages, 
on this day we remember 
the long line of known and unknown ancestral people 
who proceed ahead of us on our journey, 
leaving vivid traces of their history. 
They mark the path with wisdom, 
they fill the air with fragrant goodness 
and smile with jubilant satisfaction. 
Their generosity flows into our lives 
and fills us with possibility and hope. 
You, Holy One, are at the head of this long line 
with innumerable people of good will. 
Your light spreads throughout all of them, 



 

and we feel your great love flowing from them to us. 
Help us on this day, 
to embody the virtues of our ancestors 
as we share together in this journey.                 [apt/jrupp] 
 
Song of Gathering          For All the Saints                 SINE NOMINE 



 

 
   
Centering in the Light      Zack Tooley 
Holy One, 
with this new day, 
we open our eyes 



 

and we pray: 
God, inhabit our seeing. 
Live in our looking. 
Be our vision and our sight. 
Illuminate us, that we may perceive you, 
know you, welcome you 
in all the ways you are light -- 
in the saints who came before us, 
and in each of us. 
Help us to be this light, 
this peace, this hope, 
this blessing, 
in our world.   [apt/janrichardson] 
     The Christ Candle is lit  
 
Life of the Church                                                      Rev. Jenn Simmons 
 
Reading from our Ancient Texts   
from the New Testament the letter to the Hebrews Chapter 11 & 12 
 
These are the stories of holy chaos. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Message for All              Rev. Jody Furnas-Wright   
  

Prayer of the Church                     Rev. Simmons  
As this community, we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit, 

wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share prayers at the end of 
our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to share prayers in the Facebook comments.  

 
Silence 
 
God, you have been with us throughout the ages. 
You have born witness to the ways in which the story of us, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggQaeDvPB2s


 

of all that has come into being, 
has been woven together piece by piece, life by life. 
We recognize, today,  
that it is because of the saints who have gone before us,  
that we are.  
Those who have struggled for justice,  
who have given so that others may live more freely -  
we would not be, if not for them. 
In remembrance and gratitude,  
we name the saints who hungered for righteousness  
and whose sacrifices have contributed to a more just society: 
Because of those who have loved us -  
those who have nurtured us,  
embraced us, celebrated us, or supported us.  
We are because they were.  
In remembrance and gratitude,  
we name the saints who have shaped our lives and being. 
 

Our Saints: Thank you for sharing your Saints so we may hold their 
memory together. We invite you to list your Saints in the comments. 

 
We also hold in remembrance the ones  
whose lives were taken by injustice,  
the ones who never knew their own belovedness,  
the ones who passed on our faith,  
the ones who gave us art,  
gave us song, gave us poetry.  
We are because they were. 
Like us, we know they were imperfect too.  
There is no life that is not messy and contradictory,  
often betraying the very justice and love we seek to embody.  
And yet, you, O God,  
promise that our labor to Love is never made in vain. 



 

Help us to lean on the witness of those who have gone before us, 
drawing on the love, justice, community, and faith that weaves us 
together, generation after generation-  
past, present, and future. 
With gratitude and in remembrance we pray,  
Amen. 
 
Reflection  The Cloud that Surrounds Us in the Chaos Rev. Simmons 
 
Music of Response               You Will Never Walk Alone   HAYES  

   CHANCEL QUARTET 
 
Invitation to Offering         John Mihalevich  
Thank you for being church and for all the ways you support one another!  

To make a financial gift online visit: here 
 
Music of Response          Prayer       CLAUSEN 

             CHANCEL QUARTET   
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving               John Mihalevich 

  
Sharing at our Tables               Rev. Furnas-Wright and Rev. 
Simmons 
As we gather at this table, 
we remember the people throughout history 
who have given expression to the 
Spirit of Life as they offered their gifts, 
their passions, and their dreams to change the world.  
They have given wonderful expression to our connectedness 
with the Source of all that exists. 
Jesus is the story we gather around and give thanks for. 
Human like us, he discerned where this Source is found: 
in the everyday, in human interaction, 

https://www.paypal.me/natlave
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be


 

in feeding, in caring, in clothing, 
in visiting, in sharing, 
in forgiving, in being neighbor. 
Jesus urged people to work together 
to establish ‘the reign of God’ 
by wholehearted generosity, 
by eliminating boundaries between people, 
by trust in the goodness of people, 
and by working for peace and justice. 
So we take this bread and this cup 
in memory of Jesus 
and we give our ‘Amen’ to his belief 
that when we live in love 
we live in God and God lives in us. 
 
We break this bread… 
bread that invites us to see what the eye cannot see. 
We take this cup, 
the fruit of the vine that gives enough for us to share. 
This table reminds us of Jesus’ promise to love us always, 
and his insistence that we share generously 
this love that we have been given.  
 
Prayer of Blessing    Susan Mihalevich  
  

Sharing of the Bread and Cup   
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by the tables of our lives. 
Across distance, we are united by sharing together. Our presence, in person or across digital 
space, brings the table to life. Please share your table with us in the comments!  
 
Passing of the Peace                              Ashley Quinn  
As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join 
us in zoom! Give a high-five, a hello or a selfie so we can see and greet 

one another! 



 

 
Song for the Journey           In the Bulb There is a Flower 
                     God

 
is the God of the living:   
Words for the Journey  
For all the saints who went before us, 



 

who have spoken to our hearts and touched us with your love, 
we give thanks, O God. 
For all the saints who live beside us, 
whose weaknesses and strengths are woven with our own, 
we give thanks, O God. 
For all the saints who live beyond us, 
who challenge us to change the world with them, 
we give thanks, O God.                                                      [Janet Morely] 
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