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The Gathering of a People of God 
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion, 
cultural backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm 

welcome to all this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. 
Your presence both enriches us and this time of celebration together~ 

  
As you gather for worship… 

● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, juice, bread, bagels, 
whatever you have!).  

● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave, share a selfie, and say hi 
in the comments! 

●  During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in the comments. 
● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the comments or in the NACC group! 
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space. 
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our new digital fellowship space! We will 

share the Zoom link on Facebook during communion and invite you to begin 
gathering for fellowship after worship! 

  
Words of Gathering      John Cottle and Dena Lantz 
Please join in reading aloud the bold section: 
God is calling us  
Out of the places we hide 
Out of insecurity 
Out of shame 
Out from under that which silences love and justice. 
Come out, people of God! 
Though we may be afraid 
Though we will be at risk 
Though the cross stands as a threat 
God calls us to courage! 
Our God is a god of resurrection.  
Of new life after devastation.  
Of hope in the grip of evil. 
And so we dare to proclaim, with pride and faith, our truths; 
We believe in the power of love. 
We believe in solidarity with the suffering. 
We believe we are each valuable. 



 

We believe that our togetherness is transformative. 
The world is longing for Holy truths that reveal,  
voices that speak real words of hope.  
Come out, people of God!  [enfleshedliturgy] 
 

 Song of Gathering              For the Healing of the Nations     668 



 

 



 

Centering in the Light       Dena Lantz 
Love is possible. 
Love is possible if we make it so. 
Love is possible. 
Love is possible if we will it, shape it, form it, bring it. 
Love is possible.  
Love dwells in our depth,  
love comes from the source of all that is, was, and will be. 
Loving beyond is possible. 
As we light the Christ candle, 
we claim the Spirit of Love flickering in our midst.        [simmons] 
     The Christ Candle is lit  
 
Life of the Church                                                      Rev. Jenn Simmons 
 
Reading from our Ancient Texts   
from the Gospel according to Mark Chapter 4 
 
These are the stories of holy chaos. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Message for All              Rev. Jody Furnas-Wright   

  

Prayer of the Church                                 Rev. Michelle Scott-Huffman  
As this community, we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit, 

wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share prayers at the end of 
our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to share prayers in the Facebook comments. 

We will share these prayers aloud at the end of today’s musical prayer.  
 
Silence 
 
God, you remind us, 
we are always becoming.  
To become is a lifelong process. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggQaeDvPB2s


 

Nothing is constant, 
not even the self. 
We evolve in the midst of narratives meant only for some 
and ways of being made narrow by fear and power. 
We must, then, have the courage to listen to the truth of our own lives, 
to the wisdom that comes from within - 
responding without resistance or need to control, 
but with welcome and curiosity. 
This is what ensures our becoming is an unfolding 
of our truest self. 
This lifelong labor cannot be carried out alone.  
It requires help from friends, family, dear ones, 
and creaturely companions who bear witness 
to what makes us come alive. 
And say to us, “Listen. Look. Feel. Pay attention to that.” 
This is loving and being loved. 
 
Telling the stories. 
Sharing in the memories. 
Giving thanks for the relationships, understandings,  
and experiences past that have shaped us to this day. 
This is loving and being loved. 
Celebrating new beginnings that excite. 
Holding risks together. 
Leaning into unknowns with the promises of support and companionship. 
This is loving and being loved. 
Listening to the future calling uniquely to each of us  
in the midst of all of life’s noise. 
Helping one another find our place in the shared labor of collective life. 
Supporting each other in what the world’s ache is asking from us. 
This is loving and being loved. 
To say, for the first time, 
“This is who I am. 



 

This is the truth of my body. 
This is what I know about myself. 
This is my name and this is where my path is leading me.” 
And to have it heard. Have it received. Have it affirmed. 
And then, 
to say it again, 
and again, 
as we change 
and as the world changes, 
and to have each proclamation greeted with an open-armed embrace: 
This is loving and being loved.      [enfleshedliturgy/adapt] 
God, you call us to be a community who affirms 
Your creation, created good, beloved, beautiful. 
Help us be the ones to make love and affirmation real. 
 
Together, as this community, we offer our prayers...  
Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayers.  
Amen. 
 
Reflection                     What’s in the Soil?              Rev. Scott-Huffman 
 
Music of Response                        We Are Called   HAYES 

   CHANCEL QUARTET 
 
Invitation to Offering             Ekklesia  
Thank you for being church and for all the ways you support one another!  

To make a financial gift online visit: here 
 
Music of Response                         Woven as One              PATTERSON 

             CHANCEL QUARTET   
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving               Dena Lantz 

https://www.paypal.me/natlave
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be


 

 
Sharing at our Tables                  Rev. Simmons & Rev. Scott-Huffman 
There is no me without you. 
We shape one another. 
The Sacred that birthed us 
weaves our lives together 
so that we can only find ourselves through shared becoming. 
We find those expressions at our tables. 
For my journey and all its winding ways. 
For yours. 
For all the saints who labored for what is, 
all the kin whose lives made ours possible. 
For all those yet to come,  
for whom living our truths today,  
will mean breaking possibilities open for them tomorrow. 
We pause.  
We give thanks.  
We acknowledge. 
This is loving and being loved.       [enfleshedliturgy] 
 
For bread that reminds us of the way of Jesus. 
A way of radical inclusion. 
A way of calling and coming out. 
We are knit together, we belong to each other. 
And yet, we do not always meet one another in compassion. 
May this bread give us what we need to meet one another  
at the tables of our lives. 
 
For the cup that reminds us of the way of Jesus. 
Love poured out. 
Love made real in relationships. 
May this cup give us what we need to sustain us, guide us, and 
challenge us as we do the work ahead. 



 

 
Prayer of Blessing    Robyn Hagerman   

            
Sharing of the Bread and Cup   
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by the tables of our lives. 
Across distance, we are united by sharing together. Our presence, in person or across digital 
space, brings the table to life. Please share your table with us in the comments!  
 
Passing of the Peace                                  Dena Lantz 
As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join 
us in zoom! Give a high-five, a hello or a selfie so we can see and greet 

one another! 
 

Song for the Journey          We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSwZl-_vUaLWAINRdAvDPzXQACC1A7_cEne8gj7en4j_DchkHkHww5mL419gfVWFAmal4Q5THeEnnIc/pub?start=true&loop=true&delayms=3000


 

 

    



 

God is the God of the living:   
Words for the Journey                   Rev. Scott-Huffman 
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