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The Gathering of a People of God 

National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion, 
cultural backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm 

welcome to all this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. 
Your presence both enriches us and this time of celebration together~ 

  
As you gather for worship… 

● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, 
juice, bread, bagels, whatever you have!).  

● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave, share 
a selfie, and say hi in the comments! 

●  During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in 
the comments. 

● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the comments or in the 
NACC group! 

● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space. 
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our new digital fellowship 

space! We will share the Zoom link on Facebook during 
communion and invite you to begin gathering for fellowship after 
worship 

  
Words of Gathering                                    Galen Elliott and Deb Gallion 
Please join in reading aloud the bold section: 
The energy, 
the life, 
the breath, 
the Spirit of this place is moving, full, and awake! 
In this time, we will be present to one another. 
We bring our lives, our stories, our hopes, and our fears. 
  
We bring our voices ready to sing, 
speak out, 



 

invoke curiosity, 
and dare to speak aloud God’s dream. 
We bring our bodies ready to move into action, 
find stillness, 
and dance as needed to bring the Spirit to fullest life. 
  
May this time of worship open us, 
shift us, 
transform us, 
heal us, 
and remind us that the Spirit of the Living Creator 
is with us, 
inviting us into deeper community with creation. 
May this time of worship 
give us hope, 
and remind us what is possible 
when we bring ourselves 
and come together in the Spirit of Love.                               [jsimmons] 
 
Song of Gathering             Standing on the Promises   
Standing on the promises of Christ my Lord, 
through eternal ages let God’s praises soar. 
Glory in the highest, I will shout and sing, 
standing on the promises of God. 
Standing, standing, 
Standing on the promises of God my Savior. 
Standing, standing, 
I'm standing on the promises of God. 
 
Standing on the promises, that cannot fail 
When the howling storms of doubt and fear asail 
By the living Word of God I shall prevail, 
Glory in the highest, I will shout and sing, 



 

standing on the promises of God. 
Standing, standing, 
Standing on the promises of God my Savior. 
Standing, standing, 
I'm standing on the promises of God. 
   
Standing on the promises, I cannot fail, 
list’ning every moment to the Spirit’s call, 
resting in my savoir as my all in all, 
Glory in the highest, I will shout and sing, 
standing on the promises of God. 
Standing, standing, 
Standing on the promises of God my Savior. 
Standing, standing, 
I'm standing on the promises of God. 
 
Standing on the promises, of Christ my Lord, 
Bound to him eternally by love’s strong cord, 
Overcoming daily with the Spirit’s sword. 
Glory in the highest, I will shout and sing, 
standing on the promises of God. 
Standing, standing, 
Standing on the promises of God my Savior. 
Standing, standing, 
I'm standing on the promises of God. 
 
Centering in the Light              Galen Elliott 
Living God, 
we believe in a world made new, 
where mourning is turned into dancing 
and souls are set free. 
We believe in a world where all are heard 
and rivers flow where each may drink; 



 

a world where the harvest 
becomes a banquet for all. 
God of all creation, 
You have given us a world of beauty. 
You have given us a place of plenty 
where no one needs to hunger… 
if Your people learn to share. 
Open our hearts 
and teach us Your compassion. 
Open our minds 
and grant us the courage 
to count the cost. 
Give us the strength 
to cast off all that binds us 
to wealth and possessions. 
Guide us as we work to bring about Your dream. 
Praise God, the love we all may share; 
Praise God, the beauty everywhere; 
Praise God, the hope of good to be; 
Praise God, the truth that makes us free.         [PHewett] 
Walk with us 
as we become a people 
who count the cost 
to build community 
and work for justice.                                                            [adapt/ljones] 
May it be so. 
May it be so for us! 
     The Christ Candle is lit  
 
Life of the Church                                                      Rev. Jenn Simmons 
 
Reading from our Ancient Texts   
from the New Testament James 1:19-27 



 

 
These are the stories of holy chaos. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Message for All              Rev. Jody Furnas-Wright   
  
Prayer of the Church                                 Rev. Michelle Scott-Huffman  

As this community,  
we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit, 

wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share 
prayers at the end of our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to 

share prayers in the Facebook comments.  
 
Silence 
 
You call us to be more than fancy words,  
dressed up in Sunday’s best.  
You call us to do our faith.  
To feed the hungry,  
shelter the homeless,  
clothe the naked,  
care for the widow,  
to love thy neighbor and even our enemies.  
You call us to walk humbly, love with mercy and do justice.  
To be with others who are stuck in the trenches of addiction and 
mental health struggles. 
God of Love, you call us to be your light,  
by doing our faith and doing love. 
 
As we humbly come before you.  
You encourage and move us to remove any road blocks  
from our paths that prevent us from doing our faith,  
that stop us from doing love and being in community  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggQaeDvPB2s


 

with others who may not be like us. 
God of strength,  
may we embrace the courage to let go of anything  
that stops us from doing our faith and loving beyond. 
 
Through this season and all throughout history,  
you show us the power of community.  
You continue to show us that we have the power  
to bring healing, love, unity, comfort and peace. 
Creator of all things, we thank you for your faithful and patient love. 
You continue to show us that we are to be your light, that many of 
our prayers require action from us and that love is a verb. 
 
In the name of Love, may we do our faith.    [stephaniescott-huffman] 
(Share your prayers in the comments.) 
In your mercy, hear our prayers.  
Amen.  
 
Reflection      Doing Faith, Building Community    Rev. Scott-Huffman 
 
Music of Response                         Beautiful City     HUFF 

            CHANCEL QUARTET   
 
Invitation to Offering       
Thank you for being church and for all the ways you support one another!  

To make a financial gift online visit: here 
 
Music of Response          A Bridge of Peace         WALKER 

   CHANCEL QUARTET  
This is a song of hope - of building a bridge between the Israeli and Palestinian peoples. Their 
respective trees, Jaffa Orange in Israel and Olive on Arab lands, reach out their branches as 

hands across the sky. The musical setting is based on a poem by Ada Aharoni, which references 
both the Bible and the Koran. The music is varied and expressive, shifting from a combative 

section to a healing passage with major tonality and soaring phrases. "Let us build a strong bridge 
of jasmine understanding." 

https://www.paypal.me/natlave
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be


 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving                         Neil Guion  

  
Sharing at our Tables                  Rev. Scott-Huffman & Rev. Simmons 
When Jesus gathered with his friends 
to tell them of a re-imagined way of living and being, 
the conversations often went on into the time for a meal. 
Jesus ate and conversed with the high and mighty, 
with the pious and self-righteous, 
and with those considered outcasts and sinners. 
His table fellowship included everyone. 
He often told them stories that caused them to ask questions. 
He also welcomed these opportunities  
to eat with those who disagreed with him 
and engage them in open discussion. 
In this way, the issues of life and death, 
justice and injustice, conflict and peace, goodness and evil 
were talked through and made real through ordinary people. 
So we come to listen, sharing our stories, 
and being open to one another at the table. 
 
With our eyes wide open, we come to this table  
knowing the realities of our world. 
We live in a time and place 
where words are honed to have painful edges, 
where fear too often reigns, 
and shards of broken trust are used as weapons, 
rendering into tatters, relationships once built on love. 
And yet, in this too-fragile world, 
we look for ways to strengthen love  
in all our relationships,  
to live in ways that lift each other’s souls, 
and build, for every single human being, 



 

a place that we might all know 
the beauty of being celebrated for who we are. 
 
At this table we break bread, share stories, and 
build new and hope-filled memories  
as we let go of the hurts and heartaches 
of other times and other tables. 
At this table we fill ourselves up with the things of love 
that we might live strong and confident 
in the places we hold in this world. 
As those who hold a vision of a love-filled world, 
we break this bread as Jesus did, 
and we eat together knowing it is the bread of new life. 
We also pour and share a cup as Jesus did, 
because we want others to come and drink 
this cup of hope along with us. 
 
Prayer of Blessing             Etta Madden   
  
Sharing of the Bread and Cup   
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by 
the tables of our lives. Across distance, we are united by sharing 
together. Our presence, in person or across digital space, brings the 
table to life. Please share your table with us in the comments!  
 
Passing of the Peace                                Etta Madden 
As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join 
us in zoom! Give a high-five, a hello or a selfie so we can see and greet 

one another! 
 
Song for the Journey                  Ours the Journey   



 

 
Words for the Journey Rev. Scott-Huffman 
Love is a risky endeavor,  
but we are made capable.  
Because love lives in us,  
we can practice solidarity with courage.  
Because love is alive around us,  



 

we can imagine new worlds together.  
Because love is eternal,  
we can trust in it even when we struggle to perceive it.  
This is the power of God in us. 
Let us go and live it with faith.  
Amen.       [enfleshedliturgy] 
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