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The Gathering of a People of God 
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion, 
cultural backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm 

welcome to all this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. 
Your presence both enriches us and this time of celebration together~ 

  
As you gather for worship… 

● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, 
juice, bread, bagels, whatever you have!).  

● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave, share 
a selfie, and say hi in the comments! 

●  During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in 
the comments. 

● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the NACC group! 
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space. 
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our new digital fellowship 

space! We will share the Zoom link on Facebook during 
communion and invite you to begin gathering for fellowship after 
worship 

  
Words of Gathering                               Jennifer Forni and Steve Flower 
Please join in reading aloud the bold section: 
The power of dreams lies in waking up. 
For when we close our eyes, 
We can see a better world. 
When we close our eyes, 
We can dream a better dream. 
But when we open our eyes, 
We begin the work of faith. 
The power of worship is the same. 
When we enter this space, 
We can see a better world. 
When we enter this space, 
We dream a better dream. 



 

But when we leave this space, 
We begin the work of faith. 
So come gather here.  
Dream your dream. 
Find hope here. 
For in an hour, 
We will begin the work of faith. 
Let it be so. 
 
Song of Gathering                 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel   

 



 

Centering in the Advent Light   Hedenberg Family 
We come to know you, Holy One,  
as Wisdom Incarnate, 
as Flickering Flame, as Spirit of Life,  
as Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love, Enfleshed.  
You come to us as the Stranger, and the Strange.  
Often we do not recognize you.  
Often we turn away from your gifts and your demands.  
Yet you come to us in Wilderness,  
in the Impossible Made Possible,  
in Silence and Singing and Sighs Too Deep for Words.  
You abhor dominance, mastery, fear, and control.  
You are made known to us in Vulnerability,  
and Courage, and Divesting from the Powers of Empire.  
We come to you this Advent in need,  
with longing, in pain, captive to fear,  
desiring a more just world,  
a more livable life for all of us,  
for the earth,  
for every living thing caught  
and held in this inescapable network of mutual interdependence  
we call this one wild and precious Life.  
We long for you.  
We long for healing.  
We long for liberation.  
We long for different systems and patterns of relating. 
 
And so, this Advent, we pause.  
We breathe.  
We pray.  
We dig deep.  
We reach out.  
We rise up.  



 

We remember.  
We vision.  
We sit with the pain.  
We stay with the trouble.  
We wait, expectant. 
We light candles.  
We labor.  
We open to You, and to one another,  
and to the Sacred Mystery that is Emmanuel,  
God-With-Us, Love Incarnate, Divinity Enfleshed.  
 
The Hope of God-With-Us does not come as guaranteed outcome,  
or predetermined plan,  
or promise of a happy ending.  
Hope cannot be imposed from on high.  
Hope cannot be commanded.  
The Hope of God-With-Us is courageous, risky, unfolding, indeterminate. 
The Hope of God-With-Us is collective,  
liberating us from deadly complacency.  
Hope is gestating in darkness; it comes unexpectedly.  
Hope invites our expectation, and demands our participation.  
Prepare the way, for hope with courage.  
May Hope be birthed among, within, and through us, this Advent.  
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel… 
     The Candle of Hope is lit  
 
Music of Response           When God Is a Child  
Hope is a start that shines in the night, 
Leading us on till the morning is bright. 
When God is a child there’s joy in our song. 
The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 
and none shall be afraid. 
 
Life of the Church                                                      Rev. Jenn Simmons 



 

 
Reading from our Ancient Texts   
From the Gospel of Mark Chapter 13 
From the Hebrew Bible Isaiah Chapter 64  
 
These are the stories of hope. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Message for All              Rev. Jody Furnas-Wright   
  
Prayer of the Church                                 Rev. Michelle Scott-Huffman 

As this community,  
we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit, 

wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share 
prayers at the end of our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to 

share prayers in the Facebook comments.  
 
Silence 
Original Dreamer, 
Over and over again in scripture,  
we hear your dream for a beautiful world. 
We hear your dream for peace and reconciliation. 
We hear your dream for harmony and togetherness. 
We hear your dream for community and hope. 
We hear your dreams, and yet we do not open our eyes. 
We continue to live with the curtains drawn, 
the covers pulled tight, 
eyes shut to the realities of the world. 
Forgive us. 
Kindle a hope in us that will burn through the darkest nights. 
Give us the strength  
and the will to keep awake in this sleeping world. 
With hope we pray, amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggQaeDvPB2s


 

 
O Great Dreamer, 
You dreamed up the stars in the sky. 
You dreamed up that magic baby smell  
and the way cream sinks into coffee. 
You dreamed up the crunch of fall leaves and jazz music. 
You dreamed up wisteria and evergreen  
and the pure magic that is a six-foot-tall sunflower. 
And in the midst of all of that,  
you dreamed up a dream for your people— 
a dream of hope and justice, 
a dream for eyes wide open,  
to both the world’s suffering and the world’s beauty. 
So today, as we pray, 
longing for that same dream in us. 
Pour out your Spirit on our hearts  
and minds so that we may see what you see, 
and dream what you dream. 
 
Together we dream... 
(Share your prayers in the comments.) 
 
Lord in your mercy,  
hear our prayers.  
Amen.  
 
Reflection       Those Who Dream...Keep Awake    Rev. Scott-Huffman 
 
Music of Response            Awaken and Prepare Us   HAYES 

                 CHANCEL QUARTET 
Invitation to Offering     
Thank you for being church and for all the ways you support one another!  

To make a financial gift online visit: here 

https://www.paypal.me/natlave


 

 
Music of Response           Emelia Stauffer, Cello 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving    Steve Flower  

  
Sharing at our Tables              Rev. Scott-Huffman and Rev. Simmons 
Long ago, our tradition says,  
Jesus came in the humble birth of a child, 
a child of amazing and divine love, 
a child of Mary's 'yes' to you, 
a child of Joseph's acceptance, 
a child of our humanity. 
We pledge ourselves to be embodiments 
of the dream Jesus dreamed. 
Long ago, our tradition says, 
Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said: 
'This bread is broken, as my body will always be'. 
And Jesus handed it to his friends, inviting them to eat: 
'Remember all that I have been to you'. 
Long ago, our tradition says, Jesus poured a cup, 
offered thanks for it, and gave it to his friends: 
'This cup is poured out as my life will always be poured out. 
‘As you drink, give thanks for all I have given'. 
It is through the goodness and effort of others 
that we have this table to share. 
May the gatherings of this community of faith 
be comforted and challenged during this Advent season. 
May people see in us the courage and the generosity 
that characterized Jesus' life.       [anonymous] 
 
Prayer of Blessing         Ashley Quinn   
  
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be


 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup   
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by 
the tables of our lives. Across distance, we are united by sharing 
together. Our presence, in person or across digital space, brings the 
table to life. Please share your table with us in the comments!  
      Emelia Stauffer, Cello 
 
Passing of the Peace                   Hanging the Greens 
As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join 
us in zoom! Give a high-five, a hello or a selfie so we can see and greet 

one another! 
 
Song for the Journey                All Earth Is Waiting  



 

 
Words for the Journey Rev. Scott-Huffman 
We do not know the day nor the hour  
but we know God will usher in a new age.  
The exiled will be brought home.  
The captives set free.  
The hungry set before a feast.  
To make it so, we collectively labor.  
We rest.  
We resist.  



 

We dream.  
These are our Advent prayers.  
With faith they will be heard, go in peace.  
Amen.        [enfleshedliturgy] 
 
Song of Sending               Prepare the Way of the Lord 
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