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The Gathering of a People of God 
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion, 
cultural backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm 

welcome to all this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. 
Your presence both enriches us and this time of celebration together~ 

  
As you gather for worship… 

● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, 
juice, bread, bagels, whatever you have!).  

● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave, share 
a selfie, and say hi in the comments! 

●  During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in 
the comments. 

● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the NACC group! 
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space. 
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our new digital fellowship 

space! We will share the Zoom link on Facebook during 
communion and invite you to begin gathering for fellowship after 
worship 

  
Words of Gathering                        Amy Danford and Robyn Hagerman 
Please join in reading aloud the bold section: 
Once upon a time, there was a little girl who had a terrible day. 
She left her lunch at home. 
She skinned her knee on the playground,  
and no one wanted to sit with her on the bus. 
As she sank into her mother’s arms at the end of the day,  
her mother said, 
“Honey, what was the best part of today?” 
The little girl cried and said, “Nothing! The entire day was terrible.” 
So the mother got down on one knee,  
wiped away her tears and said, 
“There is always some good.  
Sometimes we just really have to look for it.” 



 

The little girl looked up at her mom and said,  
“What is good about today?” 
And the mother said,  
“For starters, you’re here in my arms.” 
Friends, anytime we gather together to worship God,  
we are here in God’s arms. 
So may we recognize that gift,  
and in doing so, may we sow joy. 
Let us worship Holy God.         [sarahare] 
 
Song of Gathering                 My Soul Gives Glory to My God 

 



 

Centering in the Advent Light     Tammy Smith & Lisa Crump 
I dream of dance parties in the kitchen. 
I dream of laughter that is contagious. 
I dream of birthday candles and another beautiful year. 
I dream of family game nights and dinner parties with friends. 
I dream of homemade Halloween costumes  
and homemade family recipes. 
I dream of pillow forts, fireflies, and front porch swings. 
I dream of every little thing that brings joy; and I know it comes from God. 
So today we light the candle of joy as a reminder 
that God’s dream for this world involves the end of all tears. 
God’s dream for this world involves a joy that overflows and is 
contagious. 
So may this fire burn bright, and as it does, may we sing. 
May we dance. 
May we laugh. 
May we hold onto the people we love. 
May we sow joy in a hurting world,  
and may it be an act of holy resistance.         [sarahare] 
Amen.  

The Candle of Joy is lit  
   
Music of Response           When God Is a Child  
Hope is a star that shines in the night, 
leading us on till the morning is bright. 
When God is a child there’s joy in our song. 
The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 
and none shall be afraid. 
 

Peace is a ribbon that circles the earth, 
giving a promise of safety and worth. 
When God is a child there’s joy in our song. 
The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 



 

and none shall be afraid. 
 

Joy is a song that welcomes the dawn, 
telling the world that the Savior is born. 
When God is a child there’s joy in our song. 
The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 
and none shall be afraid. 
 
Life of the Church                                                      Rev. Jenn Simmons 
 
Reading from our Ancient Texts    
From the Gospel of Luke Chapter 1 
From the Hebrew Bible Isaiah Chapter 61 
 
These are the stories of God’s joy. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Message for All              Rev. Jody Furnas-Wright   
  
Prayer of the Church            Rev. 
Simmons  

As this community,  
we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit, 

wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share 
prayers at the end of our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to 

share prayers in the Facebook comments.  
 
Silence 
O Great Writer, 
With a sky full of stars and a world full of flowers,  
there should be no end to my joy. 
And yet, instead of decorating my very being with joy,  
I let it slip away like loose change. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggQaeDvPB2s


 

Instead of singing like Mary, or dancing like David, 
I pass by remarkable beauty and love most days, unfazed.  
Forgive me. 
Teach me the ways of children,  
who laugh and dance and sing as if joy is the very thing  
that keeps them alive. 
Maybe they have joy figured out. 
 
Scripture is flooded with dream-like images: 
the lion lying down with the lamb, 
justice rolling like a mighty river, 
swords being beaten into plowshares, 
the prisoner being set free, 
good news to the oppressed, 
the whole world rejoicing. 
To our human ears, there are times when these words can sound 
like nothing more than a far-off dream— 
downplaying prophecy to fantasy. 
However, what we know is that to dream is to hope, 
and to hope is to imagine, 
and to imagine is to wonder, 
and to wonder is to believe, 
and to believe is to live and breathe for your promised day. 
So give us the strength to listen as we dream, O God. 
For deep down,  
we know your words are the very thing we need. 
 
In the midst of our listening and desire to claim joy, 
together we dream... 
(Share your prayers in the comments.) 
 
Lord in your mercy,  
hear our prayers.  



 

Amen.  
 
Reflection           Those Who Dream...Sow Joy Rev. Scott-Huffman 
 
Music of Response                  Joy Comes in the Morning SLEETH 

                        CHANCEL QUARTET 
 
Invitation to Offering     
Thank you for being church and for all the ways you support one another!  

To make a financial gift online visit: here 
 
Music of Response              Hark I Hear the Harps Eternal!      PARKER 
                CHANCEL QUARTET  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving     Brad Wadle  
 
Sharing at our Tables  Rev. Scott-Huffman 
Great Creator, 
we are in awe of you. 
We will never know how you managed to dream up 
mountains and valleys, 
freckles, dimples, and curly hair, 
a cool morning mist, 
the change of seasons, 
or the magic of music. 
Your greatness is beyond our reckoning. 
And because we are in awe of you, 
we believe we must follow Mary’s lead 
and allow our souls to sing. 
We believe that the appropriate reaction to your goodness 
is complete gratitude, 
which looks like love for our neighbor, 
justice for the poor, 

https://www.paypal.me/natlave
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be


 

food for the hungry, 
and joy that overflows. 
And even though we do not always believe in ourselves, 
we believe that our song is pleasing to you. 
We believe.   [sarahare] 
You meet us here at the tables of our lives. 
 
Long ago, our tradition says, 
Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said: 
'This bread is broken, as my body will always be'. 
And Jesus handed it to his friends, inviting them to eat: 
'Remember all that I have been to you'. 
Long ago, our tradition says, Jesus poured a cup, 
offered thanks for it, and gave it to his friends: 
'This cup is poured out as my life will always be poured out. 
‘As you drink, give thanks for all I have given'. 
It is through the goodness and effort of others 
that we have this table to share. 
May the gatherings of this community of faith 
be comforted and challenged during this Advent season. 
May people see in us the courage and the generosity 
that characterized Jesus' life.       [anonymous] 
 
Prayer of Blessing              Brad Wadle 
  
Sharing of the Bread and Cup   
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by 
the tables of our lives. Across distance, we are united by sharing 
together. Our presence, in person or across digital space, brings the 
table to life. Please share your table with us in the comments!  
      Emelia Stauffer, Cello 
 
Passing of the Peace     



 

As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join 
us in zoom! Give a high-five, a hello or a selfie so we can see and greet 

one another! 
 
Song for the Journey         Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn  

 
Words for the Journey Rev. Scott-Huffman 
As you go, 
May you have the strength to dream 
wild dreams of justice, and peace, and joy that overflows. 
May you have the humanity to listen 
to the dreams of others. 



 

May you have the confidence to trust 
that the God who heard the cries of the Israelites in Egypt hears your 
dreams as well. 
And may you have the conviction to return 
to this space, for our best dreams are those we dream together. 
In the name of God the original dreamer, 
Jesus the dream come true, 
and the Holy Spirit who enables us to be those who dream, 
go in peace, go in love.  
Amen.          [sarahare] 
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