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The Gathering of a People of God 
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion, 
cultural backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm 

welcome to all this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. 
Your presence both enriches us and this time of celebration together~ 

  
As you gather for worship… 

● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, 
juice, bread, bagels, whatever you have!).  

● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave, share 
a selfie, and say hi in the comments! 

●  During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in 
the comments. 

● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the NACC group! 
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space. 
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our new digital fellowship 

space! We will share the Zoom link on Facebook during 
communion and invite you to begin gathering for fellowship after 
worship 

 
Gathering for Worship   

 
Words of Gathering:      Dena Lantz 
This year, we dreamed of world peace. 
We dreamed of deep breaths and restful sleep. 
We dreamed of love that lasts and suffering that passes. 
We dreamed of doors open wide and a cure to disease. 
We dreamed, because to dream is to believe. 
For to dream is to hope; to dream is to see. 
So make room in your being to dream yet again, 
Of a world without fear, and a God that draws near. 
For it is almost Christmas. 
Love is almost here. 
May we dream to see, and hope to believe.  



 

Let us worship Holy God.         [sarahare] 
 
Song of Gathering:                     The First Noel            JOHN GARDNER 

String Quartet: Kirsten Weiss, Violin, Aleksis Zarins, Violin,  
Kathy Murray, Viola, and Jacque Trtan, Cello 

Chancel Quartet: Randall Becraft, Jennifer Forni,  
Emily McFadden, and Patrick Mulheron  

 
Scripture: Isaiah 9       John Mihalevich 
 
Song of Hope          What Child Is This             MOLLY IJAMES 

Chancel Quartet: Randall Becraft, Jennifer Forni,  
Emily McFadden, and Patrick Mulheron  

 
Prayer of Hope      Dena Lantz 
We believe in hope. 
We believe that to hope is to dream with our eyes wide open. 
We believe in peace. 
We believe that peace is not found by accident.  
Prepare the way. 
We believe in joy. 
We believe that joy is angel choruses and gifts from the Magi, 
As well as soul food, big tables, 
Open doors, candle light, fireside, 
Singing in the shower, and the body of Christ gathered as one. 
We believe in love. 
We believe that God loves us so much that God could not stay away. 
So God showed up as a child. 
We believe that that love is real, and we know that it changes us. 
Therefore, we believe in the power of dreams, 
And we believe that nightmares, which are all too real here and now, 
Will have no place in God’s promised day. 
Until then, we believe in passing the light, 



 

In showing up, in doing the work, 
In listening for angel choruses,  
and in learning from the youngest among us. 
We believe. 
Help our unbelief.         [sarahare] 
Amen. 
 
Song of Invitation              O Come All Ye Faithful 

String Quartet: Kirsten Weiss, Violin, Aleksis Zarins, Violin,  
Kathy Murray, Viola, and Jacque Trtan, Cello 

 
The Story of this Night           Rev. Jody Furnas-Wright 
From the Gospel According to Luke Chapter 2 

These are the words of hope born tonight. 
 
Song of Celebration      Away in a Manager     WILLIAM KIRKPATRICK 

String Quartet: Kirsten Weiss, Violin, Aleksis Zarins, Violin,  
Kathy Murray, Viola, and Jacque Trtan, Cello 

 
“Blessed Christmas”    A Virtual Christmas Pageant     Storykeepers  
A special thanks to Pastor Jody Furnas-Wright and Ashley Quinn for their 

work on this project. And to all the kids who helped to tell the story!   
 
Song of Delight       Gesu Bambino    FREDERICK HERMON MARTIN 
              Chancel Quartet: Randall Becraft, Jennifer Forni,  

     Emily McFadden, and Patrick Mulheron  
 
Prayers of the People          Rev. Jenn Simmons 
Holy God, 
If we listen closely,  
we can almost hear the angels sing. 
If we listen closely,  
we can almost hear the bleating of sheep following shepherds, 



 

And the hooves of confused barn animals. 
If we listen closely, we can almost hear the innkeeper say, “No room.” 
If we listen closely, we can almost hear the star whisper, “Follow me.” 
If we listen closely, God, we can almost hear you. 
Pause for a moment of silence. 
So as we turn to your Word, Holy Writer, don’t let us miss a thing— 
The smell of the hay, the cool of the air, the way Mary cherished this wild 
dream in her heart. 
We want to hear it all; we don’t want to miss a thing. 
So today we pray—can you help us listen closely? 
Amen.         [sarahare] 
 
Song of our Hearts    O Come, O Come Emmanuel   GREGORIAN CHANT 

  ARR. V TARANTO 
JR. 

String Quartet: Kirsten Weiss, Violin, Aleksis Zarins, Violin,  
Kathy Murray, Viola, and Jacque Trtan, Cello 

 
Invitation to Offering          Crisis Cold Winter Shelter  
Thank you for being church and for all the ways you support one another!  
Our Christmas offering will go to help fund staff at the Crisis Cold Winter 

Shelter click here. 
 
Song of Gratitude               On Christmas Night  

MF RIDGE & STEVEN OTTOMANYI 
     Chancel Quartet: Randall Becraft, Jennifer Forni,  

   Emily McFadden, and Patrick Mulheron  
      Kirsten Weiss, Violin 

Offering Prayer   Susan Mihalevich 
 
Lighting Candles of Hope, Peace, Joy, Love & the Christ Candle 

                 [marentirabassi] 
 
Song of Response    Lo, Er a Rose Blooming     PRAETORIOUS/BRAHMS  

https://fundly.com/crisis-cold-weather-shelter?fbclid=IwAR368oVd2VFUOVldRtTqVWfo8b-SGOUrc4HyXuNLCCcdal0sM7BPabonBr8


 

ARR. TARANTO 
String Quartet: Kirsten Weiss, Violin, Aleksis Zarins, Violin,  

Kathy Murray, Viola, and Jacque Trtan, Cello 
 
Sharing at our Tables     Rev. Furnas-Wright and Rev. Simmons 
We come to you tonight with dreams tucked into our pockets, 
admitting that at times it feels risky to dream. 
At times it feels risky to ask for too much,  
to believe in that which we cannot see. 
So instead we make wishes on stars and search for luck in clover fields. 
Instead of sinking into you,  
we try to control the narrative. 
However, somewhere rumbling deep in our heart, 
there is a dream of a better world, 
trapped like a caged bird. 
Open our eyes to you in our midst. 
Give us the confidence of Mary to sing into the mystery. 
Dust your dream for us off the shelves of our hearts until once more, we 
are those who dream. 
 
Long ago, our tradition says, 
Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said: 
'This bread is broken, as my body will always be.’ 
And Jesus handed it to his friends, inviting them to eat: 
'Remember all that I have been to you'. 
Long ago, our tradition says, Jesus poured a cup, 
offered thanks for it, and gave it to his friends: 
'This cup is poured out as my life will always be poured out. 
‘As you drink, give thanks for all I have given'. 
It is through the goodness and effort of others 
that we have this table to share. 
May the gatherings of this community of faith 
be comforted and challenged during this Advent season. 



 

May people see in us the courage and the generosity 
that characterized Jesus' life.       [anonymous] 
  
Gratitude for these Tables      John Mihalevich 
 
Sharing of the Bread and Cup   
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by 
the tables of our lives. Across distance, we are united by sharing 
together. Our presence, in person or across digital space, brings the 
table to life. Please share your table with us in the group!  

  Silent Night  FRANZ GRUBER 
String Quartet: Kirsten Weiss, Violin, Aleksis Zarins, Violin,  

Kathy Murray, Viola, and Jacque Trtan, Cello 
 
Passing of the Peace                          Christmas Cards from Nicaragua  
 
Song of Sending Joy to the World          ISAAC 
WATTS 

String Quartet: Kirsten Weiss, Violin, Aleksis Zarins, Violin,  
Kathy Murray, Viola, and Jacque Trtan, Cello 

Chancel Quartet: Randall Becraft, Jennifer Forni,  
Emily McFadden, and Patrick Mulheron  
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