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The Gathering of a People of God 

National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion, 
cultural backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm 

welcome to all this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. 
Your presence both enriches us and this time of celebration together~ 

  
As you gather for worship… 

● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, 
juice, bread, bagels, whatever you have!).  

● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave, share 
a selfie, and say hi in the comments! 

●  During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in 
the comments. 

● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the NACC group! 
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space. 
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our new digital fellowship 

space! We will share the Zoom link on Facebook during 
communion and invite you to begin gathering for fellowship after 
worship 

 
Words of Gathering   Ashley and Justin Fleming  
Please join in reading aloud the bold section: 
There are words and images written on our hearts. 
Hopes. 
Longings. 
Desires. 
Dreams. 
We gather in this space seeking the courage to speak them aloud. 
  
We were created in the image of God. 
One who knows us, 
who sees us, 



 

who claims us as good, very good. 
And yet, 
we are sometimes afraid and uncertain of what we can do. 
  
We gather in this space, 
bringing our lives, 
gathering as part of the goodness of creation, 
so we can reimagine, 
so we can dream, 
so we can bravely and 
boldly be a part of writing God’s dream.                             [jsimmons] 
 
Song of Gathering                  Poets Tell...  
Poets, tell the ancient story, 
sing the universal song; 
Take from war its cruel glory, 
speed love’s triumph over wrong. 
Hate belies it, 
Doubt denies it 
Peace on earth, good-will to all! 
  
Calm the angry pride of nations, 
stay the threat of holocaust. 
Let all peoples’ lifted voices 
call for peace, lest earth be lost 
Fear rejects it, 
Hope expects it 
Peace on earth, good-will to all! 
  
Prophets, speak with greater power; 
leaders, mark your mission clear, 
Match the challenge of this hour, 
rid the world of hate and fear. 



 

Faith believes it, 
Love achieves it 
Peace on earth, good-will to all!              [ebuehrer] 
 
Centering in the Light of Christ       Ashley Fleming 
Beloved One,  
your love has companioned us since birth.  
You know our stories,  
our struggles,  
the very roots of our being.  
There is nothing hidden from you.  
Even in our greatest insecurities,  
you embrace and encourage us.  
May we be disciples of your compassion,  
bearers of the light, 
extending to others the grace that enables us to hope.  
Amen.       [enfleshed] 

        The Candle of Christ is lit  
 

Life of the Church          Rev. Jenn Simmons  
 
Reading from our Ancient Texts    
Selections from the Psalms 22, 23, and 140 
 
These are the words of our heart. 

Thanks be to God. 
  
Moment for All Rev. Furnas-Wright 
 
Prayer of the Church                                 Rev. Michelle Scott-Huffman  

As this community,  
we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit, 



 

wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share 
prayers at the end of our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to 

share prayers in the Facebook comments.  
 
Silence 
 
Dear One,  
closer to us than our own hearts,  
farther from us than the most distant star,  
you are beyond naming. 
May your powerful presence become obvious  
not only in the undeniable glory of the sky,  
but also in the seemingly base  
and common processes of the earth. 
Give us what we need,  
day by day,  
to keep body and soul together,  
because clever as you have made us,  
we still owe our existence to you. 
We recognize that to be reconciled with you,  
we must live peaceably and justly with other human beings,  
putting hate and bitterness behind us. 
We are torn between our faith in your goodness  
and our awareness of the evil in your creation,  
so deliver us from the temptation to despair. 
Yours alone is the universe  
and all its majesty and beauty.        [jimburklo] 
 
In the midst of our listening and striving for justice, 
together we dream... 
(Share your prayers in the comments.) 
 
Lord in your mercy,  



 

hear our prayers.  
Amen.  
 
Centering In Song    Wonderful Words of Life 
Sing them over again to me, 
wonderful words of life, 
let me more of their beauty see, 
wonderful words of life. 
Words of life and beauty, 
teach me faith and respect. 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, 
wonderful words of life. 
Beautiful words, wonderful words of life. 
 
Reflection God of Our Silent Tears      Rev. Scott-Huffman 
 
Music of Response             Shepherd Me Oh God 
     CHANCEL CHOIR QUARTET  
 
Invitation to Offering      
Thank you for being church and for all the ways you support one another!  

To make a financial gift online visit: here  
 
Music of Response                      Psalm 22 
    CHANCEL CHOIR QUARTET  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving            Tina Stillwell  
 
Sharing at our Tables              Rev. Scott-Huffman and Rev. Simmons 
Community of saints, 
beloveds of God, 
we are invited to come and gather at the table of love and liberation, 
to feast on the dreams of God, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.paypal.me/natlave


 

to be nourished by a taste of what God desires to do among us.  
God calls us from institutional halls of power, 
from shelters and the streets; 
God calls us as we are, from wherever we are, 
to come and be in solidarity with Christ, 
who lives and loves on the margins. 
 
God whispers “come” 
and live abundantly, 
turning from all that claims blessings 
flow from money, power, or control. 
Come, and love relentlessly; 
following Christ on paths of uncertainty,  
taking risks for one another, 
calling down unjust power from its throne 
and lifting up the lowly,  
the impoverished, 
the burdened, 
to answer the call of Christ is to find ourselves 
no matter our social location, 
choosing to align ourselves with the causes 
of the marginalized, the oppressed, 
the outcast, and the isolated. 
We come to the tables of our lives with the faith that together, 
we might enflesh new possibilities 
of healing, 
of connection, 
of freedom from all that destroys. 
 
When these are the desires of our hearts, 
we open ourselves to God. 
Blessed are those, Jesus said, who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they will be filled.  



 

In this meal, 
we remember the life, death, and life from death 
of the One who still takes on flesh among us today. 
On the night he would be arrested, 
Jesus gathered his friends and companions. 
In the midst of a tense and dangerous time, 
they found each other at tables, 
connecting over the story of God-enfleshed among them.  
And as they did so, Jesus took bread,  
gave thanks to God,  
broke the bread and shared it with his disciples saying, 
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.  
Do this in remembrance of me." 
When the supper was over,  
he also took the cup,  
gave thanks to God,  
and shared it with his disciples, saying, 
"Drink from this, all of you; this is the cup of the new covenant.  
Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me."      [adapt/enfleshedliturgy] 
 
Prayer of Blessing Rev. Furnas-Wright  

  
Sharing of the Bread and Cup   
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by 
the tables of our lives. Across distance, we are united by sharing 
together. Our presence, in person or across digital space, brings the 
table to life.  

  
Passing of the Peace     
As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join 
us in zoom! Give a high-five, a hello or a selfie so we can see and greet 

one another! 



 

 
Song of Blessing  O For A World 

   
Words for the Journey          Rev. Scott-Huffman 
Love sends us in our full humanity, 



 

to encounter the full humanity of others: 
messy, real, complicated as it is. 
That compassion may be our practice. 
That difference may be our teacher. 
That honesty and truth may guide us. 
God calls not the perfect but the willing. 
With the assurance of the Spirit’s companionship,  
go in peace.       [enfleshed] 
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