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The Gathering of a People of God 
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion, 
cultural backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm 

welcome to all this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. 
Your presence both enriches us and this time of celebration together~ 

  
As you gather for worship… 

● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, 
juice, bread, bagels, whatever you have!).  

● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave, share 
a selfie, and say hi in the comments! 

●  During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in 
the comments. 

● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the NACC group! 
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space. 
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our new digital fellowship 

space! We will share the Zoom link on Facebook during 
communion and invite you to begin gathering for fellowship after 
worship 

 
Words of Gathering            Amy Danford and Lisa Crump  
Please join in reading aloud the bold section: 
In whom and in what is the service of our lives investing in?  
With each word spoken,  
each relationship tended,  
each resource used or shared or nurtured,  
each direction of mind, heart, spirit,  
and policy shaped,  
we build the world together.  
It may be a world in tune to the rhythms of God  
or adamantly opposed to them -  



 

most often, a world torn between the two.  
Like the disciples,  
like every creature and creation,  
God calls us to set down the barriers to collective flourishing.  
To pick up the possibilities of doing things differently.  
To trust in the deliverance of God  
and the power of steadfast love that enables us to divest from evil  
and practice re-creating the world.       [enfleshedliturgy] 
May we pick up our pens, 
and gather here, 
as we write and rewrite the hopes of our hearts together. 
 
Song of Gathering                  Poets Tell...  
Poets, tell the ancient story, 
sing the universal song; 
Take from war its cruel glory, 
speed love’s triumph over wrong. 
Hate belies it, 
Doubt denies it 
Peace on earth, good-will to all! 
  
Calm the angry pride of nations, 
stay the threat of holocaust. 
Let all peoples’ lifted voices 
call for peace, lest earth be lost 
Fear rejects it, 
Hope expects it 
Peace on earth, good-will to all! 
  
Prophets, speak with greater power; 
leaders, mark your mission clear, 
Match the challenge of this hour, 
rid the world of hate and fear. 



 

Faith believes it, 
Love achieves it 
Peace on earth, good-will to all!              [ebuehrer] 
 
Centering in the Light of Christ           Amy Danford 
Holy Wonder,  
Crafter of the Universe,  
wild and free is your Spirit.  
Come and rouse our longings.  
Stir our imaginations.  
Liberate our thinking.  
Where we have grown more attached to the familiar  
than to your hopes for us,  
help us to release control.  
May we be willing to take the risks necessary  
to bring about the world we desire.       [enfleshedliturgy] 
We ignite this light, 
bravely claiming it, 
Your light, 
our light in our midst. 

        The Candle of Christ is lit  
 

Life of the Church          Rev. Jenn Simmons  
 
Reading from our Ancient Texts    
From the Gospel according to John Chapter 15:5-9 
 
These are the words of our heart. 

Thanks be to God. 
  
Moment for All Rev. Furnas-Wright 
 



 

Prayer of the Church            Rev. 
Simmons  

As this community,  
we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit, 

wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share 
prayers at the end of our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to 

share prayers in the Facebook comments.  
 
Silence 
 
God of life,  
you have created every human being in your image and likeness.  
We sing your praise for the gift of our many cultures,  
expressions of faith, traditions and ethnicities.  
Grant us the courage always to stand against injustice  
and hatred based on race, class, gender, religion,  
and fear of those not like ourselves.  
God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope!  
 
Merciful God,  
you have shown us in Christ that we are one in you.  
Teach us to use this gift in the world so that believers of all faiths  
in every country may be able to listen to each other and live in peace. 
God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope!  
 
O Jesus, you came into the world and shared fully in our humanity.  
You know the hardships of life for people  
who suffer in so many different ways.  
May the Spirit of compassion move us to share our time,  
life and goods with all those in need.  
God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope!   
Holy Spirit, you hear the fury of your wounded creation  
and the cries of those already suffering from climate change.  



 

Guide us toward new behaviours.  
May we learn to live in harmony as part of your creation.  
God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 

[adapt/weekofprayerforchristianunity] 
 
In the midst of our listening and striving for justice, 
together we dream... 
(Share your prayers in the comments.) 
 
Lord in your mercy,  
hear our prayers.  
Amen.  
 
Centering In Song    Wonderful Words of Life 
Sing them over again to me, 
wonderful words of life, 
let me more of their beauty see, 
wonderful words of life. 
Words of life and beauty, 
teach me faith and respect. 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, 
wonderful words of life. 
Beautiful words, wonderful words of life. 
 
Reflection             By Our Love          Rev. Simmons 
 
Music of Response            Beloved, Let Us Love One Another 
     CHANCEL CHOIR QUARTET  
 
Invitation to Offering         Lisa Crump 
Thank you for being church and for all the ways you support one another!  

To make a financial gift online visit: here  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.paypal.me/natlave


 

Music of Response                    Song for Justice 
              CHANCEL CHOIR DUET 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving           Ashley Quinn  
 
Sharing at our Tables               Rev. Furnas-Wright and Rev. 
Simmons 
We are called to be ministers of God’s healing and reconciling love.  
This work can only be fruitful when we abide in God, 
in love, 
in compassion, 
in listening,  
in care, 
in honoring the truth of our lives, 
in respect. 
As branches of the true vine which is Jesus Christ, 
we come closer to God, we draw closer to one another. 
 
We discover and rediscover this possibility at the tables of our lives. 
The paths to the center are different ways people live.  
When people living in this world,  
desiring to draw closer to God, 
move toward love, 
move toward compassion, 
move toward justice, 
we come closer to one another. 
[adapt/weekofprayerforchristianunity] 
 
On the night he would be arrested, 
Jesus gathered his friends and companions.  
In the midst of a tense and dangerous time, 
they found each other at tables, 
connecting over the story of God-enfleshed among them.  



 

And as they did so, Jesus took bread,  
gave thanks to God,  
broke the bread and shared it with his disciples saying, 
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.  
Do this in remembrance of me." 
When the supper was over,  
he also took the cup,  
gave thanks to God,  
and shared it with his disciples, saying, 
"Drink from this, all of you; this is the cup of the new covenant.  
Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me."      [adapt/enfleshedliturgy] 
 
Prayer of Blessing                Neil Guion  

  
Sharing of the Bread and Cup   
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by 
the tables of our lives. Across distance, we are united by sharing 
together. Our presence, in person or across digital space, brings the 
table to life.  

  
Passing of the Peace                                    Neil Guion 
As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join 
us in zoom! Give a high-five, a hello or a selfie so we can see and greet 

one another! 
 
Song of Blessing  We Are Not Our Own  



 

 
  

Words for the Journey           Rev. 
Simmons 
Spirituality and solidarity are inseparably linked.  
Prayer and action belong together.  
When we abide in Christ,  
we receive the Spirit of courage  
and wisdom to act against all injustice and oppression.  
These words are recited daily  
by the Sisters of the Grandchamp Community. 



 

Let us share them together as we leave this space: 
Pray and work that God’s justice may reign.  
Throughout your day let the Word of God  
breathe life into work and rest.  
Maintain inner silence in all things so as to dwell in Christ.  
Be filled with the spirit of the Beatitudes:  
joy, simplicity, mercy.  
May it be so. 
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