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The Gathering of a People of God 
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion, 
cultural backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm 

welcome to all this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. 
Your presence both enriches us and this time of celebration together~ 

  
As you gather for worship… 

● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, 
juice, bread, bagels, whatever you have!).  

● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave and 
say hi in the comments! 

● During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in 
the comments. 

● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the NACC group! 
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space. 
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our digital fellowship 

space! We will share the Zoom link on Facebook during 
communion and invite you to begin gathering for fellowship after 
worship. 

Words of Gathering                                    John Scroggins 
Please join in reading aloud the bold section: 
The veil between the heavens and the earth is so thin.  
It is but a perspective.  
A recognition.  
A pause.  
A pulling-back.  
A clarity and yet, also a confusion.  
We cannot control when or how or through what means the Kindom  
and its strange ways are revealed to us.  
But with each encounter,  
we are invited to remember how close the dreams of God dwell.  
How intimately eternity abides.  
Though we do not always perceive it,  
the hopes of ancestors  



 

past and the dreams of generations future are always with us.  
In letting go, 
in accepting disruption has its place,  
in opening ourselves to the chaos of the unexpected,  
we are transformed in the care of the Sacred.       [enfleshedliturgy] 
 
Song of Gathering                  Come and Find the Quiet Center 



 

 



 

 
 
Centering in the Light of Christ              Robyn Hagerman 
There are times when God calls us to come and rest,  
be at peace.  
Wisdom meets us like a friend,  
settling our anxiety and bringing us comfort.  
There are times when God comes to us through chaos and disorder. 
Love moves like a mighty wind,  
troubling all efforts to dominate and control.  
God brings stillness.  
God stirs up.  
God is restful and restorative.  
God is wild and disruptive.       [enfleshedliturgy] 

        The Candle of Christ is lit  
 

Life of the Church          Rev. Jenn Simmons  
 
Reading from our Ancient Texts    
From the New Testament Mark Chapter 9 
 
These are the words of our heart. 

Thanks be to God. 
  
Moment for All Rev. Furnas-Wright 
 



 

Prayer of the Church           Rev. Simmons 
As this community,  

we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit, 
wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share 

prayers at the end of our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to 
share prayers in the Facebook comments.  

 
Silence 
 
O God, 
we have been bombarded with an overwhelming  
amount of frightening things this past year or so.  
Deadly viruses  
and a mismanagement of resources to accommodate that,  
an astounding amount of physical losses of lives,  
both from famous people  
and those connected in some way to the virus and its mutations,  
and the daunting tasks of staying connected while staying protected, 
equally.  
A scrambling of ideas,  
technology and creative ways to push through the fog and fear.  
O God in this space we have discovered our church, 
once defined by a building,  
is defined by so much more.  
Skills and generosity that were before unknown,  
future ideas being forced to the forefront  
to keep us afloat and succeeding,  
the youth, (oh the youth!) the exact group of beings  
that will be our salvation, both the Earths and our souls.  
Spirit who calls us to be reflective, 
in this upcoming season of Lent,  
often defined by intense scrutiny of life’s habits 
and detriments and rewarded by sacrifices and strict guidelines,  



 

means something entirely different now.  
In the Here and Now.  
It is deeper.  
Darker.  
Layered.  
Complicated.  
And intensely brighter.  
We long to get together.  
And our desire to stay healthy,  
to continue to care for this community,  
and to not bring the virus to my loved ones, is equally strong.  
Never had the dichotomy been so literal. 
At a time when we are losing loved ones at an alarming rate,  
we look around and realize how absolutely fallible we are.  
And how subjected to the utter failure and complete collapse of the 
people in power that should’ve been in place to help us.  
It is not lost on me how ironic it is, that these 
Patterns are the same that have been perpetrated upon PoC all. of. their. 
lives. Layered. Complicated.  
In these Lenten days, we ask, 
how do we become better humans?  
How do we do our very very best to 
Make certain these exact circumstances never happen again?  
 
You hear the cries of our hearts, 
(we share the prayers of our hearts) 
Lord in your mercy,  
hear our prayers.  
 
As we go forth may we enter these 40 days  
to plot out a survival guide,  
to prepare for the coming season,  
to prepare for EVERY coming season,  



 

to ensure these incredible numbers of souls,  
both physical and spiritual, will not be lost again.  
WE will not be lost again.  
So hold tight, Church,  
Lent is gonna be a whole new adventure this year.  
But in the best possible way.                [adapt/JennyReynolds] 
May it be so. 
   
Reflection                             The Thin Place          Rev. 
Simmons 
 
Music of Response                    Open Thine My Eyes  
                                          CHANCEL CHOIR QUARTET  
 
Invitation to Offering          John Scroggins 
Thank you for being church and for all the ways you support one another!  

To make a financial gift online visit: here  
 
Music of Response                   Be Still My Soul   

      CHANCEL CHOIR QUARTET  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving    Robyn Hagerman  
 
Sharing at our Tables               Rev. Simmons and Rev. 
Furnas-Wright 
Spirit of Christ,  
when you reveal yourself to us through brooding darkness,  
ideas that cloud our understanding,  
or relationships that upset our notions of normal,  
may we not move too quickly from those Sacred experiences.  
Like the disciples on the mountain top,  
may we trust that even in our spiritual confusion,  
you are working for good.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.paypal.me/natlave


 

Encounters with Divine Truth can leave us unsettled,  
confused,  
even disturbed.  
At times, we need these moments of God  
to reveal the ways and places we have grown apathetic,  
complacent,  
or stuck. 
For the grace that comes to us in forms both surprising and consistent, 
let us gather at our tables. 
 
On the night he would be arrested, 
Jesus gathered his friends and companions.  
In the midst of a tense and dangerous time, 
they found each other at tables 
connecting over the story of God-enfleshed among them.  
And as they did so, Jesus took bread,  
gave thanks to God,  
broke the bread and shared it with his disciples saying, 
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.  
Do this in remembrance of me." 
When the supper was over,  
he also took the cup,  
gave thanks to God,  
and shared it with his disciples, saying, 
"Drink from this, all of you; this is the cup of the new covenant.  
Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me."      [adapt/enfleshedliturgy] 
 
Prayer of Blessing Rev. Furnas-Wright 
    
Sharing of the Bread and Cup    
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by 
the tables of our lives. Across distance, we are united by sharing 



 

together. Our presence, in person or across digital space, brings the 
table to life.   

  
Passing of the Peace 
As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join 

us in zoom! Give a high-five or a hello so we can greet one another! 
 
Song of Blessing    Diverse in Culture, Nation, Race  



 

 
Words for the Journey           Rev. 
Simmons 
Dominance and control,  
violence and force -  
these are the tools through which evil comforts.  
But God accompanies through a scandalous presence:  
Vulnerable and free,  



 

courageous and collective.  
A holy together,  
God sends us to practice love  
that knows there is no peace where there is no justice,  
and transformation depends on discomfort and disruption.  
Open to Sacred Encounters wild and unexpected,  
may it be so among us.        [enfleshedliturgy] 
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