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The Gathering of a People of God 
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion, 
cultural backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm 

welcome to all this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. 
Your presence both enriches us and this time of celebration together~ 

  
As you gather for worship… 

● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, 
juice, bread, bagels, whatever you have!).  

● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave and 
say hi in the comments! 

● During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in 
the comments. 

● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the NACC group! 
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space. 
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our digital fellowship 

space! We will share the Zoom link on Facebook during 
communion and invite you to begin gathering for fellowship after 
worship.  

 
Words of Gathering                           Steve Flower and Jenny Reynolds 
Please join in reading aloud the bold section: 
With every word that cuts, 
every policy that demeans, 
every act of violence or corruption, 
God draws near to the ones who ache, 
offering comfort to the broken hearted. 
We are reminded it is not enough to weep. 
God’s compassion reminds us, 
we cannot mend the world  
without bearing witness to its sorrow. 
 
When despair comes, oh when despair comes, 
keep us open to the world’s ache- 



 

listening to the pain of our neighbors, 
attentive to the violence in our world. 
Whatever evil may befall us, 
whatever destruction we may witness,  
may we never grow cold to Love 
or be convinced of the inevitability of cruelty.        [adapt/enfleshedlitury] 
 
We gather here: 
to receive love, 
to share love, 
to give love. 
May we be witnesses of the truth of our realities. 
May we be open to God moving  
and calling us in the midst of our lives. 
 
Song of Gathering            Out of the Depths  



 

 
 
Centering in the Light of Christ                Jenny Reynolds   
Liberating One,  
we hope to rise to the calling of this era.  
There is so much trouble,  
so much suffering,  
but also so much potential.  
Keep us attuned to what you ask of us in these days.  
Encourage us in our faith,  
that we may believe we have what we need to live it out together.  



 

Amen.       [enfleshedliturgy] 
       The Candle of Christ is lit. 

 
Life of the Church          Rev. Jenn Simmons  
 
Reading from our Ancient Texts    
From the New Testament Mark Chapter 8 

 
These are the hopes of beloved community. 

Thanks be to God. 
  
Moment for All Rev. Furnas-Wright 
 
Prayer of the Church            Rev. 
Simmons 

As this community,  
we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit, 

wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share 
prayers at the end of our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to 

share prayers in the Facebook comments.  
 
Lenten Confession Prayer 
Throughout Lent, we will take a few moments to hold systemic issues 
within our city. These prayers are inspired from results shared on the 
Mayor’s Human Rights Commission Survey.  
 
O God we hear the stories and questions of our neighbors, 
“Being too poor limits my participation in the community.” 
“Does anyone care?” 
“Will you get to know me and my culture?” 
“Will you take the time to hear the story of my sorrow?” 
Hearing the stories is hard. 
 



 

O God, you ask us to take the cross, 
to listen, 
to learn, 
to speak the truth,  
to follow you.  
The cross was an instrument of death,  
used to kill Jesus.  
Used to kill Love.  
 
But we're reminded that you painfully carried that cross to your death.  
No matter how heavy and how hard it was,  
you followed through with love.  
Lord, you call us to make a choice.  
To choose you.  
To follow you.  
Over and over again.  
To choose the way of Love,  
in all we do, even when it's hard.  
To the death, and even beyond, through our legacy.  
 
You call us to confront the oppressors,  
even when they're within ourselves.  
To speak the truth to our white supremacy  
and take up our cross to dismantle it.  
To take up our crosses of judgment,  
to examine ourselves  
and speak truth about the things within us that are not of love.  
You ask us to follow you.  
To follow Love.  
To follow Jesus.  
God, help us to center and focus on your love.  
To speak the truth,  
To take up our crosses, 



 

To follow you,  
even when it's hard.     [stephaniescotthuffman]  
 
Centering in Silence 
You whisper,  
Come.  
Take up your cross and follow me.  
 
I hesitate.  
What am I following?  
 
Love.  
Big love.  
Deep love.  
Agape Love.  
 
How do I do that?  
 
By living love.  
With your actions,  
All of creation,  
Even yourself. 
The earth,  
The least of these,  
And your enemies.  
 
This is also how you love me.              [stephaniescotthuffman] 
 
Silence 
 
We hold the joys and concerns of our community… 
(We read and say the prayers lifted in our community. After each prayer 
you are invited to join in saying: Loving God, you are there.) 
   
Reflection                              Telling the Truth                  Rev. 
Simmons 
 



 

Music of Response            God Has Work for Us To Do 
     CHANCEL CHOIR QUARTET  

 
Invitation to Offering          Crisis Cold Winter Shelter 

Michelle Creed and Nick Goeppinger  
Thank you for being church and for all the ways you support one another!  

To make a financial gift online visit: here  
 
Music of Response          Show Us How to Love 

   CHANCEL CHOIR QUARTET  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving       Jenny Reynolds 
 
Sharing at our Tables     Rev. Furnas-Wright and Rev. Simmons 
You can accomplish anything,  
You just need practice. 
The good ones shoot 50 free throws every day,  
no matter the weather.  
Even if you miss all 50, just try again tomorrow. 
Want to make the perfect “R”?  
Study the shape of it, trace it, draw it in sand.  
You’ll get there, keep trying. 
Your gravy is lumpy? Try again next week. 
Better, but needs more pepper.  
Only 8 months until Thanksgiving. I know you can get it by then. 
 
Oh… love like Jesus? 
Sure. 
I believe… 
I think people should… 
If only those people could… 
Hold up. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.paypal.me/natlave


 

What happened to,  
“you can accomplish anything, you just need practice?”  
No one says,  
theorize and you can accomplish anything, 
doctrinize and you can accomplish anything, 
scrutinize and you can accomplish anything,  
or proselytize and you can accomplish anything.  
 
Practice. 
 
The good ones love their neighbor 50 times every day,  
no matter the weather.  
Even if you miss all 50, just try again tomorrow. 
Want to use inclusive language?  
Study it, trace it, draw it in sand. You’ll get there, keep trying. 
Your grace is lacking? Try again next week.  
Better, needs more patience.  
Only 8 months until Thanksgiving. I know you can get it by then. 
 
Practice.  
A disciplined, intentional choice to be better.  
That’s how we can love like Jesus.                [robynhagerman] 
   
Jesus practiced on hillsides. 
He practiced on the streets. 
He practiced at table fellowship. 
Calling people in the midst of their lives,  
to practice sharing love, over and over and over again. 
As they gathered, he offered them bread reminding them, 
“This is my body which is for you. 
Practice love whenever you gather. 
Make love real and known in the food you share.” 
 



 

And then he took the cup, lifted it, blessed it and said, 
“This cup is poured out as a reminder of love  
and life that flows on. 
As you drink it, remember me. 
Remember the work and the love we share.” 
 
Prayer of Blessing   Steve Flower   
    
Sharing of the Bread and Cup    
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by 
the tables of our lives. Across distance, we are united by sharing 
together. Our presence, in person or across digital space, brings the 
table to life.   

  
Passing of the Peace   
As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join 

us in zoom! Give a high-five or a hello so we can greet one another! 
 
Song of Blessing       Community of Christ 



 

 
 
Words for the Journey                   Rev. Simmons 
With faith, remember the good news:  
the Spirit of Christ accompanies us.  
This is not an abstract claim.  
This is a promise that God still takes on flesh.  



 

When we act out of our Sacred potential,  
Christ is alive in our depths,  
our flesh,  
our communities.  
Turning from evil’s hopes of our complicity and complacency,  
let us go emboldened,  
encouraged,  
and assured -  
the power of God lives in us.  
May it be so.       [enfleshedliturgy] 
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