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The Gathering of a People of God 

National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion, 
cultural backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm 

welcome to all this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. 
Your presence both enriches us and this time of celebration together~ 

  
As you gather for worship… 

● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, 
juice, bread, bagels, whatever you have!).  

● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave and 
say hi in the comments! 

● During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in 
the comments. 

● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the NACC group! 
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space. 
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our digital fellowship 

space! We will share the Zoom link on Facebook during 
communion and invite you to begin gathering for fellowship after 
worship. 

 
Words of Gathering                   John & Susan Mihalevich  
Please join in reading aloud the bold section: 
Pulling back the veil,  
the love of God uncovers what is hidden. 
Where pain has left its mark, 
wounds fester, untended. 
Roots of destruction still reach deep. 
But God strengthens the weary  
and steadies those who are afraid. 
Divine Truth is a balm. 
Before healing,  
there must be honesty. 
Before repair,  



 

a reckoning. 
Let us welcome what is needed to restore  
what has been broken.       [enfleshedliturgy] 
 
Song of Gathering                  Come and Find the Quiet Center 



 

 



 

 
Centering in the Light of Christ      Lindsey & Emory Bell   
Compassionate One,  
both tender and righteous,  
you are so patient with pain.  
And yet, so passionate for justice.  
Like a paradox to us,  
to you it is simply the movement of love.  
Teach us to practice this discernment.  
To know when love calls for gentleness or for challenge;  
when to push and when to be still.  
Within, and with others. 
Amen.                [enfleshedliturgy] 

        The Candle of Christ is lit  
 

Life of the Church          Rev. Jenn Simmons  
 
Reading from our Ancient Texts   Troup 
24 
        Lindsey Bell, Emory Bell, Nathan Elsenraat, and Ernie Czyzniejewski 
From the Hebrew Bible Isaiah 40:21-31 
 
These are the words of our heart. 

Thanks be to God. 
  
Moment for All Rev. Furnas-Wright 



 

 
Prayer of the Church                                 Rev. Michelle Scott-Huffman  

As this community,  
we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit, 

wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share 
prayers at the end of our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to 

share prayers in the Facebook comments.  
 
Silence 
 
Radiant and Unfading Wisdom, 
your deep love calls to us. 
We seek you with all our hearts, 
hasten to make yourself known. 
Sit at the gate of our hearts. 
Teach us your ways. 
Meet us in every thought. 
Attune our minds to your perceptions. 
Open all that is closed within us. 
We desire your instruction. 
We long to receive and to share your love. 
  
Dance on the path of our lives. 
Free us from all that hinders. 
Deepen all that attracts us to you. 
As the mystery of our lives unfolds 
through the quickly passing of time, 
draw love ever nearer to you. 
We long to be awake and vigilant, 
attentive to your voice, 
receptive to your guidance. 
Come, reveal yourself to us. [joycerupp] 
 



 

You hear the cries of our hearts, 
(we share the prayers of our hearts) 
Lord in your mercy,  
hear our prayers.  
Amen.  
   
Reflection                God of the Weary Ones Rev. Scott-Huffman 
 
Music of Response                             Rest    DENNEY 
                                         CHANCEL CHOIR QUARTET  
 
Invitation to Offering     Troup 
24 
Thank you for being church and for all the ways you support one another!  

To make a financial gift online visit: here  
 
Music of Response            Think On These Things         COURTNEY   

      KIRSTEN WEISS, VIOLIN & CHANCEL CHOIR QUARTET  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving      John Mihalevich  
 
Sharing at our Tables              Rev. Simmons and Rev. Scott-Huffman 
Beloved ones,  
the care of God is always extending,  
reaching,  
moving toward you.  
Toward us.  
Toward everything and everyone that aches.  
They bring their salves of truth  
and balms of freedom to the places evil has struck  
or bound or seduced.  
With gratitude, let’s gather at our tables  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.paypal.me/natlave


 

practicing care for each other. 
 
On the night he would be arrested, 
Jesus gathered his friends and companions.  
In the midst of a tense and dangerous time, 
they found each other at tables 
connecting over the story of God-enfleshed among them.  
And as they did so, Jesus took bread,  
gave thanks to God,  
broke the bread and shared it with his disciples saying, 
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.  
Do this in remembrance of me." 
When the supper was over,  
he also took the cup,  
gave thanks to God,  
and shared it with his disciples, saying, 
"Drink from this, all of you; this is the cup of the new covenant.  
Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me."      [adapt/enfleshedliturgy] 
 
Prayer of Blessing    Susan Mihalevich 
    
Sharing of the Bread and Cup    
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by 
the tables of our lives. Across distance, we are united by sharing 
together. Our presence, in person or across digital space, brings the 
table to life.   

  
Passing of the Peace: A Scout Blessing                                  Troup 24 
With reverence in our hearts,  
We, your many children of many beliefs,  
united in common purpose,  
gather to offer this our humble prayer. 



 

As Scouts and those gathered around these Scouts, we are thankful for: 
the many gifts and talents given to our fellow Scouters,  
and to ourselves;  
the freedom we have to join together  
and as a team accomplish more than any of us could alone;  
the opportunity to be of service to young people, parents, 
other Scouters and our community;  
our joy at seeing so many young people become excited  
as they grow and are able to meet challenges;  
being reminded by their ceremonies and legends that one who serves 
fellows, offers a great example; 
and most importantly we are thankful for the gift of knowing  
that our prayers are heard.  
 
We take this moment to silently add our own thanksgivings . . . (pause)  
With thanks in our hearts we offer our prayers and ask that You, 
Source of All, are with us now, 
and through all space and time, until we gather again. 
As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join 

us in zoom! Give a high-five or a hello so we can greet one another! 
 
Song of Blessing               Colorful Creator 



 

  
 
Words for the Journey  Rev. Scott-Huffman 
As we face together the challenges and possibilities of this era, 
may we remember, 
the love of God is attentive, not avoidant. 



 

Patient, but not passive. 
It is biased towards justice, 
urging and luring and drawing all life towards liberation. 
The love of God will be known through those that practice care, 
manifest courage, 
and move us honestly and humbly, together, 
toward freedom from evil. 
May it be so among us, 
as the Spirit companions us with peace.       [enfleshedliturgy] 
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