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The Gathering of a People of God
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of

race, creed, religion, cultural backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender
identities and expressions. We extend a warm welcome to all this morning.
Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time.

Your presence both enriches us and this time of celebration together~

As you gather for worship…
● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, juice,

bread, bagels, whatever you have!).
● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave and say hi in

the comments!
● During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in the

comments.
● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the NACC group!
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space.
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our digital fellowship space! We

will share the Zoom link on Facebook during communion and invite you
to begin gathering for fellowship after worship.

Words of Gathering Ashley and Justin Fleming
Please join in reading aloud the bold section:
In the abundance of God’s love for life,
for creation,
for creatures and humans alike,
God came to dwell among us.
To show us the way of aliveness.
To make known the power we have.
To usher in a new world,
where justice and freedom thrive.
We gather to proclaim this collective good,
and the hope,
the deep hope of what can unfold. [adapt/enfleshedliturgy]



At our desks,
on our couches,
around our tables,
we gather here this morning.

Song of Gathering In Loving Partnership



Centering in the Light of Christ Ashley Fleming
Faithful One,
your grace is a wonder.
Though time and time again,
we choose forces that deaden or destroy,
you keep insisting transformation is possible.
Rather than alienate us,
you continue to take on flesh,
revealing Christ in our neighbors
and making known the ways of salvation.
With awe and gratitude, [adapt/enfleshedliturgy]
we share the light of Christ,
the light of community
in our homes,
proclaiming the light of Christ is here with us.

Life of the Church Rev. Jenn Simmons

Reading from our Ancient Texts
From the New Testament John Chapter 3

These are the hopes of beloved community.
Thanks be to God.

Moment for All Rev. Jody Furnas-Wright

Prayer of the Church Rev. Simmons
As this community,

we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit,
wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share
prayers at the end of our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to

share prayers in the Facebook comments.



Lenten Confession Prayer
Throughout Lent, we will take a few moments to hold systemic issues within our city.

These prayers are inspired from results shared on the Mayor’s Human Rights
Commission Survey.

We cry out for peace and unity.
You call us to confront our white supremacy.
We jump over, we slide under,
We move to the left and the right,
You continue to thrust us through the fire.
You ask us to be honest, to tell the truth.
You never said following you would be smooth.
You ask us to lay down our weapons of arrogance and ignorant bliss.
You ask us to follow you, in all the ways we live.

God, you give us all we need to be better, to do better.
You call us to look within ourselves,
even when it’s hard,
even when it’s uncomfortable.
Help us to be open and receive.
To practice honesty and truth telling.
To embrace courage and humility.
Help us to understand
that just as a garden requires more than just water to grow,
Love requires us to be more than just nice people.

May we pick up the tools we need,
to tend to the disease and weeds,
in our internal gardens.
That we may grow what the future needs. [stephaniescott-huffman]

Centering in Silence
We must honestly admit
that we don’t always understand the seemingly random forces at play,
but if we believe that the Risen Jesus
is the full and trustworthy unveiling of the nature of God,



then we live in a safe and love-filled universe.

[Genesis and the Gospel of John] dare us to believe
that the universe runs by the logic of creativity,
goodness,
and love.
The universe is God’s creative project,
filled with beauty, opportunity, challenge, and meaning.
It runs on the meaning or pattern we see embodied in the life of Jesus.
In this story, pregnancy abounds.
Newness multiplies.
Freedom grows.
Meaning expands.
Wisdom flows.
Healing happens.
Goodness runs wild. [brianmclaren]

Silence

We hold the joys and concerns of our community…
(We read and say the prayers lifted in our community. After each prayer
you are invited to join in saying: Loving God, you are there.)

Reflection Rev. Dr. Dietra Wise-Baker

Music of Response Welcome to God’s Love MILLER
CHANCEL CHOIR QUARTET

Invitation to Offering
Thank you for being church and for all the ways you support one another!

To make a financial gift online visit: here

Music of Response Beloved, Let Us Love One Another CHOPLIN

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.paypal.me/natlave


CHANCEL CHOIR QUARTET

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Sharing at our Tables Rev. Dr. Wise-Baker and Rev. Simmons
In Lent we come to remember that there is a time not to eat the stones
even when it seems useful,
and there is a time for a meal scented with the uneconomical joy
of a broken alabaster jar.
We remember that Jesus suggested in Bethany that one bowl
with one selection is a good meal,
but served a hillside picnic
with so many leftovers,
their gathered abundance
could be shared with others.
We remember that Jesus turned over tables in the Temple
and we confess that our church tables
practices, plans and programs,
should be overturned,
until our house be one of prayer
and our table serve compassion
to those most vulnerable.
And we remember that Jesus Christ,
sitting among those whose feet he had washed at the Passover table,
of precious and ancient tradition,
anticipated betrayal and desertion,
pain and even death,
but made a new Covenant
of blessed bread and poured wine
on a global table,
inviting us always to share
from our brokenness and grace.



O God,
the sky speaks your glory, and deep space, your creation.
Daybreak announces hope
and starlight sings rest in a language
that needs no translation but joy.
Nothing is hidden from you,
and you make no barriers for human understanding.
We are revived, enlivened, warned and comforted.
Beyond even the bright and sweet parables of our lives,
you free us from definitions of relationship based in dominion
and being dominated
and you lead us to words of reconciliation and grace.
So reconciled, we pray –
Let the Bread of our mouths
and the Cup upon which our hearts meditate,
be acceptable to you,
O God, at these ordinary tables and in our lives of redeeming.

We gather at the tables.
Jesus, you meet us here.
At the tables we are reminded,
as Jesus gathered with his disciples,
he offered them bread reminding them,
“This is my body which is for you.
Bring your whole self whenever you gather.
Make love real and known in the food you share.”
And then he took the cup, lifted it, blessed it and said,
“This cup is poured out as a reminder of love
and life that flows on.
As you drink it, remember me.
Remember the work and the love we share.”

Let us at many tables receive the gift of God,



the Bread of Heaven.
We come to Christ in the Bread we share.
Let us in many places receive the gift of God,
the Cup of Blessing.
We come to Christ in the Cup we share. [marentirabassi]

Prayer of Blessing Neil Guion

Sharing of the Bread and Cup
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by
the tables of our lives. Across distance, we are united by sharing
together. Our presence, in person or across digital space, brings the
table to life.

Passing of the Peace
As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join

us in zoom! Give a high-five or a hello so we can greet one another!

Song of Blessing Sister, Let Me Be Your Servant



Words for the Journey
Not for condemnation,
but for freedom!



This is the reason for God’s presence among us.
Deliverance from complicity with evil,
liberation from structures of oppression,
salvation from a life of destruction or despair.
The love of Christ embodies among us that we -
and all the earth -
may truly live.
In the assurance of grace that goes with you,
go in faithful solidarity
to the aliveness of God and neighbor. [enfleshedliturgy]
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