
National Avenue Christian Church
Online Worship Guide

Drawn to Love by Hannah Garrity

Repairing the Breach in
Institutions and Society
during the season of Lent

March 21, 2021



The Gathering of a People of God
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of

race, creed, religion, cultural backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender
identities and expressions. We extend a warm welcome to all this morning.
Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time.

Your presence both enriches us and this time of celebration together~

As you gather for worship…
● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, juice,

bread, bagels, whatever you have!).
● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave and say hi in

the comments!
● During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in the

comments.
● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the NACC group!
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space.
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our digital fellowship space! We

will share the Zoom link on Facebook during communion and invite you
to begin gathering for fellowship after worship.

Words of Gathering Deb Gallion and John Scroggins
Please join in reading aloud the bold section:
Before thrones of power
and through seasons of despair,
the presence of God nurtures life among us.

Through collective imagination and practices of repair...
By building new patterns of mutuality and justice...
Each time we trade individual gain for collective solidarity...
We encounter the eternal life of God
our beginning and our end.

There is no need to wait for the blessings of heaven.
They already dwell among us.



Thanks be to God,
who lifts the veil
and makes known the glory of love. [enfleshedliturgy]

Song of Gathering For the Healing of the Nations



Centering in the Light of Christ Deb Gallion
Holy Presence,
even in this season of examination,
may our contemplation be a means of liberation.
Refusing practices of guilt and self-deprecation,
guide our attention
to what keeps us from building together
the world you desire for us.
That we may face our fears
and seek the truth that frees us,
may the Spirit be our guide. [enfleshedliturgy]
Amen.

Lighting the Christ Candle.

Life of the Church Rev. Jenn Simmons

Reading from our Ancient Texts
From the New Testament John Chapter 12:20-33

These are the hopes of beloved community.
Thanks be to God.

Moment for All Storykeepers

Prayer of the Church Rev. Simmons
As this community,

we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit,
wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share
prayers at the end of our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to

share prayers in the Facebook comments.

Lenten Confession Prayer



Throughout Lent, we will take a few moments to hold systemic issues within our city.
These prayers are inspired from results shared on the Mayor’s Human Rights

Commission Survey.

Good and Loving Creator,
You have given us so much exquisite beauty.
The sun, the moon, the stars, the trees.
From the mountains, the oceans, lakes, rivers
and waterfalls to the rainforests,
the vibrant assortment of flowers and all the various lush greens.
Great Creator,
from Your Love has come a wondrous world and playground.
Your love is mighty and big,
running all through the earth.
Your diverse and eclectic spirit shows up time and time again
in a kingdom of magnificent animals,
large and small.
In all the foods that come from the ground,
bushes and trees that have the ability
to make something so tasty when they come together to form a recipe.
Your love is there, in all things.
You also give us the great gift of each other.
Your love is in each of us, mighty and endless.
For friends and family,
and extending to others that we might call enemy.
Gracious God, forgive us for creating systems that lift up some but
oppress and kill others.
Help us to draw on the love that you pour out unto us,
so that we will lead with your Love and find our humility.
Help us put our privilege to work,
loosening the chains that bind our siblings.
Let us find our outrage and our sense of urgency.
So that we may set ourselves and each other free.



May it be our self-entitlement,
our white supremacy,
our attitudes of me, me, me that be put to death,
so that more of your Love
for the world and others might resurrect. [stephaniescotthuffman]

Centering in Silence
This is the kind of fast day I’m after:
to break the chains of injustice,
get rid of exploitation in the workplace,
free the oppressed,
cancel debts.
What I’m interested in seeing you do is:
sharing your food with the hungry,
inviting the homeless poor into your homes,
putting clothes on the shivering ill-clad,
being available to your own families.
Do this and the lights will turn on,
and your lives will turn around at once.
Your righteousness will pave your way.
Then when you pray, God will answer.
You’ll call out for help and I’ll say, ‘Here I am.’
“If you get rid of unfair practices,
quit blaming victims,
quit gossiping about other people’s sins,
If you are generous with the hungry
and start giving yourselves to the down-and-out,
Your lives will begin to glow in the darkness,
your shadowed lives will be bathed in sunlight.
You’ll be like a well-watered garden,
a gurgling spring that never runs dry.” [Isaiah 58]

Silence



We hold the joys and concerns of our community…
(We read and say the prayers lifted in our community. After each prayer
you are invited to join in saying: Loving God, you are there.)

Reflection Repairing the Breach in Institutions and Society
Ashley Quinn

Music of Response Kirsten Weiss, Violin

Invitation to Offering
Thank you for being church and for all the ways you support one another!

To make a financial gift online visit: here

Music of Response Emilia Stauffer, Cello

Prayer of Thanksgiving Deb Gallion

Sharing at our Tables Rev. Simmons
Gathering at the tables of our lives,
we are connected here, by Spirit,
by the life of Jesus.
Born of water and spirit,
divinity shaped into human construct.
Wisdom in the form of an infant,
from blood, searing pain, water.
Push.
A child, the human love,
the language we knew;
sore, cracked nipples, exhausting sleepless nights, vulnerable,
hope for this life to come.
Push.
Her child, his child, their child, our child.
This child in a world who did not understand the vulnerability of divinity.
This the mystery, the scandal, the foolishness of God,

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.paypal.me/natlave


for the love of a parent,
the language we can hear, so simple in its complexity.
The tiny smiles, first steps, the look of wonder,
the first words, oh, the words.
That whoever believes would not perish,
would understand that the light is piercing the dark,
is overcoming the night, and would comprehend the pattern
that recreates systems and structures.
The Spirit blows where it will,
you can't see where it comes, or where it goes.
Spirit laboring, breathing, pushing, birthing reconciliation,
Co-creating the world to come. [galenelliot]

We gather as co-creators in this movement.
At the tables we are reminded,
as Jesus gathered with his disciples,
he offered them bread saying,
“This is my body which is for you.
Bring your whole self whenever you gather.
Make love real and vulnerable in the food you share.”
And then he took the cup, lifted it, blessed it and said,
“This cup is poured out as a reminder of love
and life that flows on.
The Spirit moves and you are called to move with it.
As you drink it, remember me.
Remember the work and the love we share.”

Prayer of Blessing Dena Lantz

Sharing of the Bread and Cup
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by
the tables of our lives. Across distance, we are united by sharing
together. Our presence, in person or across digital space, brings the
table to life.



Passing of the Peace
As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join

us in zoom! Give a high-five or a hello so we can greet one another!

Song of Blessing O for a World



Words for the Journey Ashley Quinn
Though systems that use and abuse,
seduce and exploit,
make promises of profit and prosperity,
they only leave the world wanting and wounded.
Calling us to live otherwise,
to lay down our loyalties to what deadens and destroys,
God invites us into a life of true abundance.
Where all have what they need,
no excess is hoarded and there is plenty of rest.
This is deliverance.
This is salvation.
The Spirit sends us to seek and to build until it is so.
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