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The Gathering of a People of God
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of race, creed, religion,
cultural backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions. We extend a warm

welcome to all this morning. Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time.
Your presence both enriches us and this time of celebration together~

As you gather for worship…
● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee,

juice, bread, bagels, whatever you have!).
● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave and

say hi in the comments!
● During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in

the comments.
● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the NACC group!
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space.
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our digital fellowship

space! We will share the Zoom link on Facebook during
communion and invite you to begin gathering for fellowship after
worship.

Words of Gathering Galen Elliott and Stephanie Scott-Huffman
Please join in reading aloud the bold section:
God invites the faithful to consciously grow into a love ethic.
A framework for living based on the wisdom of God.
So that when elitism, capitalism, white supremacy, individualism,
or other competing philosophies encourage our betrayal
of our own neighbors,
we have something else to turn to.
A different way.
A trustworthy logic of love.
The scandal of the gospel turns conventional wisdom on its head.
Love as liberation - all the way to the end.
This claim left the Creator of all life criminalized and crucified.
A loser in the game of power and profit.



The cross declared God a failure.
An embarrassment.
A disgrace.
The empire flexed its muscles and declared victory.
But love did not recoil nor retreat!
Love persisted.
Love multiplied.
Still today, love rises before evil.
This is the power of God,
the foolishness of our faith. [adapt/enfleshedlitury]

Song of Gathering Called as Partners in Christ’s Service



Centering in the Light of Christ Galen Elliott
Spirit of Christ,
everyday,
we feel the pressure to conform to the wisdom of the world.



From birth,
our value is defined by logics of power.
We learn to relate through competition and comparison.
You know intimately the struggles we face,
internally and externally,
to overcome these stories.
With grace, lead us.
Amen. [enfleshedliturgy]

The Candle of Christ is lit.

Life of the Church Rev. Jenn Simmons

Reading from our Ancient Texts
From the New Testament John Chapter 2

These are the hopes of beloved community.
Thanks be to God.

Moment for All Rev. Furnas-Wright

Prayer of the Church Rev. Michelle Scott-Huffman
As this community,

we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit,
wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share
prayers at the end of our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to

share prayers in the Facebook comments.

Lenten Confession Prayer
Throughout Lent, we will take a few moments to hold systemic issues
within our city. These prayers are inspired from results shared on the
Mayor’s Human Rights Commission Survey.

Loving God,
in this time of Lent,



we reflect on Christ’s time in the wilderness.
For some, it is turning inward to a comfortable place.
But for many,
our past experiences in the wilderness,
were times of isolation,
retreat,
hiding
and fear.

We approach this season with a sense of dread.
We equate Lent with loss—
something you treasure must be surrendered,
to validate your commitment to God.

The past year has been a season of perpetual Lent.
The loss for many unimaginable.
Confusion,
fear,
discord
and grief.
What can we possibly learn that we haven’t already experienced?

Help us envision Lent in a new way,
a time of introspection and self-learning,
a season of appreciation for what we have learned.

Tested by fire in the Lenten seasons of our childhoods,
by churches that expunged people who were different,
as a perfect Lenten offering.
We seek healing, wholeness, and new ways of Love.

Help us appreciate time in the wilderness.
For in the wilderness,
we are forced to evaluate
our relationship with God.
Understanding the meaning of life
and our mission on this earth. [johnscroggins]



Centering in Silence
Although we are alone,
it is not a time of loneliness,
But one of introspection,
peace and solitude.
A space of our own to appreciate the presence of God,
and the beauty of our creation.

Bless our time in the wilderness.
The sacred solitude.
The joy of private communion.
The chance to balance our relationship to the universal God.
May we emerge renewed,
refreshed
and strengthened. [johnscroggins]

Silence

We hold the joys and concerns of our community…
(We read and say the prayers lifted in our community. After each prayer
you are invited to join in saying: Loving God, you are there.)

Reflection Proclaiming the Dream of Beloved Community
Rev. Scott-Huffman

Music of Response I Dream a World
CHANCEL CHOIR QUARTET

Invitation to Offering Benny Ellis
Thank you for being church and for all the ways you support one another!

To make a financial gift online visit: here

Music of Response Roll Down Justice!
CHANCEL CHOIR QUARTET

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.paypal.me/natlave


Prayer of Thanksgiving Tina Stillwell

Sharing at our Tables Rev. Scott-Huffman and Rev. Simmons
We come to the table and wonder.
I wonder,
when you let your anger manifest itself,
what triggered it?
Was it that you saw the inequity of the purchase prices
of the different animals whose bodies
would become a yearly transactional act for humans?
Was it the repugnance of the idea of a transaction
between humans and the divine?
Were you just having a bad day
and took out your frustrations on the money changers in the temple?
Maybe you were overcome with a sudden rush of grief at what you saw
as defiling of the holy place,
that resulted in a sudden rage at the perpetrators
who had exchanged the awe of transcendence for the temporary
satisfaction of a corporeal transaction.

Maybe you saw injustice because of the inability for some
to afford the price of the transactions
that the religious leaders of their day required for their absolution...
and the loss of respect and reverence for each of those human bodies.
I wonder if the foreknowledge of what speaking truth to empire
would result in,
and standing in solidarity with those human bodies,
was weighing on your heart...
but your anger was evident,
the rage was certainly palpable.
May we follow you in your way,
may we experience your way... [galenelliott]



We gather at the table to experience this way.
A way that holds all our emotions.
Jesus, you meet us here.
At the table we are reminded,
as Jesus gathered with his disciples,
he offered them bread reminding them,
“This is my body which is for you.
Bring your whole self whenever you gather.
Your questions.
Your rage.
Your hope.
Make love real and known in the food you share.”

And then he took the cup, lifted it, blessed it and said,
“This cup is poured out as a reminder of love
and life that flows on.
As you drink it, remember me.
Remember the work and the love we share.”

Prayer of Blessing Rev. Furnas-Wright

Sharing of the Bread and Cup
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by
the tables of our lives. Across distance, we are united by sharing
together. Our presence, in person or across digital space, brings the
table to life.

Passing of the Peace
As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join

us in zoom! Give a high-five or a hello so we can greet one another!



Song of Blessing We are Called to Follow Jesus

Words for the Journey Rev. Scott-Huffman
Beloveds, we all have unlearning to do.
We have each inherited claims of wisdom that betray us.
We have all lost something to lies about who we are,
or what makes us valuable,
or how to live a meaningful life.
But we are not abandoned to these claims on us.
We can shed the destructive and the deadly.
We can heal.
We can be free.



God’s grace has made it so. [enfleshedliturgy]
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