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The Gathering of a People of God
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of

race, creed, religion, cultural backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender
identities and expressions. We extend a warm welcome to all this morning.
Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time.

Your presence both enriches us and this time of celebration together~

As you gather for worship…
● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, juice,

bread, bagels, whatever you have!).
● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave and say hi in

the comments!
● During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in the

comments.
● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the NACC group!
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space.
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our digital fellowship space! We

will share the Zoom link on Facebook during communion and invite you
to begin gathering for fellowship after worship.

Words of Gathering Lucinda & Brad Wadle
How beautiful are those lit from within by joy!
Their glow warms all who meet their gaze,
whose eyes settle upon their gentle, healing light.

In a crowd, we seek them out.
On a street, we feel a surge of delight
as we pass them by, open to their magic.
If we could but will ourselves such blessing!
How holy would our lives become,
how filled with beauty and peace!
Infused with joy,
the world we know would be transformed
and we, its transformation.



May we open ourselves
beyond the careful, pre-set way
that we have learned to be,
and live recklessly in this season of joy.
So that we might be touched with its wonder,
infused with its blessing
and that we may, in turn,
release it to the world around us.
This we ask as those
who have been changed by the presence of joy
and know the strength of its gift.

Song of Gathering I Come with Joy



Centering in the Light of Christ Lucinda & Brad Wadle
From the Dalai Lama:
Something is lacking.
As one of the seven billion human beings,
I believe everyone has the responsibility to
develop a happier world.
We need, ultimately,
to have a greater concern for others’ well-being.



In other words,
kindness or compassion,
which is lacking now.
We must pay more attention to our inner values.
We must look inside. [thebookofjoy]

We light this candle,
to help us pause,
center,
and look for the joy inside.

Lighting the Christ Candle

Life of the Church Rev. Jenn Simmons

Reading from our Ancient Texts
From the New Testament John 20:19-31

“Joy is a way of approaching the world.” [thebookofjoy]
As we hear and receive the words of our ancient texts,
may we stay open to learning.

Moment for All Rev. Jody Furnas-Wright
This is the day, this is the day.
That the Lord has made, that the Lord has made.
We will rejoice, we will rejoice,
And be glad in it, and be glad in it.
This is the day that the Lord has made.
We will rejoice and be glad in it.
This is the day, this is the day
That the Lord has made.

Prayer of the Church Rev. Michelle Scott-Huffman
As this community,



we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit,
wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share
prayers at the end of our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to

share prayers in the Facebook comments.

Silence

Unpredictable, irrepressible,
dancing, laughing Spirit,
when we're tempted to be cautious and hesitant,
draw us forward
into your surprising and joyful future
that is more than we can imagine.
Unpredictable, elusive Spirit,
when we're tempted to opt for certainty,
free our spirits to adventure and risk,
as your people have always done.
Unpredictable, people-loving,
freedom-loving Spirit,
when we're tempted to be shackled to comfort and conformity,
enable us to leave such things behind,
call us through your people
into the surprise of each new day.
Clear our vision, so we may see things,
to which we've paid no attention in the past.
Sharpen our listening,
so we may hear pleadings and cries
we've never heard before.
Strengthen our hands,
so we may do things we've previously not dared try.
Put a new spring into our step,
so we may follow your leading into new situations
and be people who dare to reimagine and live your joy.



Come be with us Spirit of joy.

We hold the joys and concerns of our community…
(We read and say the prayers lifted in our community. After each prayer
you are invited to join in saying: Loving God, you are there.)

Reflection The Joy of Asking for What We Need Rev. Scott-Huffman

Music of Response So Take This Song of Joy
CHANCEL CHORAL QUARTET

Invitation to Offering
Thank you for being church and for all the ways you support one another!

To make a financial gift online visit: here

Music of Response Exsultate, Jubilate
CHANCEL CHORAL QUARTET

Prayer of Thanksgiving Brad Wadle

Sharing at our Tables Rev. Simmons and Rev. Scott-Huffman
As we gather at the table, we sense, we know,
God is with us.
I invite you to take a moment and close your eyes,
draw your awareness to the presence of the divine at our tables
and in each person gathered, even as our tables are apart.
Draw your attention to your heart
and imagine breathing in and out of your heart
opening it up to the divine with gratitude as we pray…

Silence

Loving one,

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.paypal.me/natlave


close to us as breathing yet reaching into eternity,
we give you thanks.
Your outpouring of radical love has brought forth life among us.
You have shown yourself to us as parent, creator, and friend.
In whatever image will bring us healing, you come to us.
Therefore we praise you,
joining our voices with all of creation,
all of heaven and earth who forever sing this hymn:
“Holy holy holy One, God of Love and Light.
Heaven and Earth are full of your glory!
Hosanna in the Highest!
Blessed is the One who comes in your name, O God.
Hosanna In the Highest.”

Blessed are you and blessed is your child, Jesus Christ.
He showed us the ways of justice and mercy,
turning the norms of society upside down.
He welcomed and empowered the outsider
and stood in resistance to the powers of oppression.
Like so many among us today,
Christ’s choice to live his truth and challenge oppression put him at risk.
And yet, on the night in which death, hatred,
and betrayal would seek to have the last and lasting word,
Christ remained centered in radical peace and joy
and showed us love embodied by washing the feet of his beloved's
and serving them at your table.

At the table he took the bread,
gave thanks to you,
broke the bread saying
“take, eat, this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”



Likewise, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks to you and said
“drink from this all of you this is my life, poured out for you and for
the hopes of reconciliation.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
May these gifts of bread and cup,
remind us that we are a part of the Body of Christ,
that we are interdependent with each other as Christ’s body, reflecting
your diverse image in the world.
By your spirit, may we live out this oneness,
one with each other and in each other’s struggles,
and joys.
Through your beloved Jesus Christ,
with the love the Holy Spirit,
in your church- all love and devotion is yours, O God.

Prayer of Blessing Lucinda Wadle

Sharing of the Bread and Cup
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by
the tables of our lives. Across distance, we are united by sharing
together. Our presence, in person or across digital space, brings the
table to life.

Passing of the Peace
As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join

us in zoom! Give a high-five or a hello so we can greet one another!

Song of Blessing For the Beauty of the Earth

Words for the Journey
May we hold grace close for ourselves and others,
all of our days.
May mercy captivate us to be kind.



In our times of troubles,
doubt and grief,
may we always ask for what we need.
Whether we struggle with worth,
belief or basic needs,
may we reach out for what we need.
Love will lift us up,
hold us and keep us.
May we continue to ask it in the now,
tomorrow and in all of our days.
Let it be so. [stephaniescotthuffman]
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