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The Gathering of a People of God
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of

race, creed, religion, cultural backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender
identities and expressions. We extend a warm welcome to all this morning.
Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time.

Your presence both enriches us and this time of celebration together~

As you gather for worship…
● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, juice,

bread, bagels, whatever you have!).
● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave and say hi in

the comments!
● During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in the

comments.
● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the NACC group!
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space.
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our digital fellowship space! We

will share the Zoom link on Facebook during communion and invite you
to begin gathering for fellowship after worship.

Words of Gathering Steve Flower
God meets us at the sites of life’s bleakest encounters.
God captures our attention from the grips of despair.
Hope catches us by surprise,
in miracles ordinary and extravagant.
In the way something holy lingers,
even after death.
In the people’s persistence toward liberation of life.
In companionship through sorrow,
no one left alone.
Faithfully, love rises to reassure us:
Christ lives!



God is alive.
God is with us.
We rejoice! [enfleshedliturgy]

Song of Gathering Christ is Alive HOPSON
CHANCEL CHOIR QUARTET

Centering in the Light of Christ Candace Adams
Holy Mystery,
your presence is a wonder.
Rolling open the tombs within and around us,
you declare life where we thought there was only death.
May your Spirit move among us,
awakening us to the possibilities that persist.
Possibilities for joy,
for new life,
and for the mending of the world.
Amen. [enfleshedliturgy]

Lighting the Christ Candle

Life of the Church Rev. Jenn Simmons

Reading from our Ancient Texts Candace Adams
From the New Testament Mark 16:1-8

These are the hopes of beloved community.
Thanks be to God.

Moment for All Rev. Jody Furnas-Wright

Prayer of the Church Rev. Simmons
As this community,

we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit,



wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share
prayers at the end of our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to

share prayers in the Facebook comments.

Lenten Confession Prayer
Throughout Lent, we will take a few moments to hold systemic issues within our city.

These prayers are inspired from results shared on the Mayor’s Human Rights
Commission Survey.

O God, we gather to share in the sacred story
and participate in moments of resurrection.
With our eyes wide open, we gather
knowing the realities of our world.
We live in a time and place
where anger is honed to a painful edge,
where fear too often reigns,
and shards of broken trust are used as weapons,
rending into tatters relationships once built on love.

In this, our too-fragile world,
together we look for ways to strengthen love
in all our relationships,
to live in ways that lift each other’s souls,
and build, for every single person,
a place that they might know
the beauty of being celebrated for who they are.

Each week we center in your love,
share stories,
build new and hope-filled memories
as we seek to reimagine the systems that perpetuate violence.
In your Spirit, we seek the things of love
So that we might live strong and confident



in the times and places we hold in this our world.
O God, may the cries of Your heart become our cries.

Centering in Silence
Living God, hear our prayer:
Make of this world your new creation!
Before we call, you answer, O Lord.
Before we speak, you know our words.
Let there be joy in Jerusalem,
and peace among all nations.
Let sounds of weeping and cries of distress
turn to shouts of joy and laughter.
Let infants grow and thrive;
let the old dance like children.
Let every person find a home and enjoy the fruit of their labor.
Let the wolf and the lamb live in peace;
let no one hurt or destroy another.
Show us, O God, the holy mountain you have prepared,
the new heaven and new earth you have promised,
so that we may be glad and rejoice in your presence forever;
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. [Isa. 65:18–25]
Amen.

Silence

We hold the joys and concerns of our community…
(We read and say the prayers lifted in our community. After each prayer
you are invited to join in saying: Loving God, you are there.)

Song for Joy Now the Green Blade Rises 230



Reflection Writing a Different Ending Rev. Simmons

Music of Response Then Came Sunday MEDEMA
CHANCEL CHORAL QUARTET

Invitation to Offering Steve Flower

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be


Thank you for being church and for all the ways you support one another!
To make a financial gift online visit: here

Music of Response In the Garden 227

https://www.paypal.me/natlave


Prayer of Thanksgiving Ashley Quinn

Sharing at our Tables Rev. Simmons and Rev. Furnas-Wright
We come from heart-felt “Hosannas,”
and a long season of feeling like withered fig trees.
We come from an alabaster jar
abundance of love and hard questions.
We recognize experiences
of betrayal, denial,
and the feeling that everyone we love
has fallen asleep and left us alone,
so we recognize this holy story.
We remember Jesus washed feet
and offered a covenant
of himself, broken and poured out
for a small group of followers long ago
and for us in our time.
He was risen on Easter,
even in the joy of resurrection,
he kept blessing and teaching,
accepting hospitality
and giving us hope to eat.

The Bread on your table is blessed and broken, a meal of grace.
Sharing love, we will never be hungry.
The Cup on your table is blessed and shared,
like the overflowing of tears and joy.
Drinking deeply, we will never thirst.
In thanksgiving for this meal of grace



and in the holy dispersion of virtual worship,
we claim the risen Christ’s love found on every table. [marentirabassi]

Prayer of Blessing Steve Flower

Sharing of the Bread and Cup
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by
the tables of our lives. Across distance, we are united by sharing
together. Our presence, in person or across digital space, brings the
table to life.

Passing of the Peace
As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join

us in zoom! Give a high-five or a hello so we can greet one another!

Song of Blessing You Give Us Hope This Easter Day
You give us hope this Easter Day:
O God, in Christ, you make us new!
As we've been blessed, O Lord, we pray,
May these our gifts bless others, too.

When people flee from drought or storm,
When children cry, in need of bread —
May these our gifts keep victims warm
And see that hungry ones are fed.

When workers suffer, long-oppressed,
When neighbors seek to organize,
When those abused weep in distress —
May these our gifts change people's lives.

When churches seek to tend the earth,
When gardens grow on urban lands —
May these our gifts provide new birth,



Clear-flowing waters, helping hands.

O gracious God, you give us life!
This gift is one we're called to share.
May we now serve the risen Christ
Through these our gifts of love and care.

Words for the Journey Rev. Simmons
Even in a world aching with loss,
and crying out for repair,
the joy of Christ alive is our steady companion.
The same Spirit that has sustained hope through the centuries
promises to see us through these days.
That we might hang on to beauty,
fight for justice,
and celebrate the gifts of loving and being loved,
we go proclaiming our hallelujahs.
Our Christ is risen.
Our hope is eternal. [enfleshedliturgy]
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