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The Gathering of a People of God
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of

race, creed, religion, cultural backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender
identities and expressions. We extend a warm welcome to all this morning.
Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time.

Your presence both enriches us and this time of celebration together~

As you gather for worship…
● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, juice,

bread, bagels, whatever you have!).
● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave and say hi in

the comments!
● During our time of prayers, you will be invited to share prayers in the

comments.
● Share a picture of your worshiping space in the NACC group!
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space.
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our digital fellowship space! We

will share the Zoom link on Facebook during communion and invite you
to begin gathering for fellowship after worship.

Words of Gathering Robyn Hagerman
“Whatever life gives to you,
you can respond with joy.
Joy is the happiness that does not depend on what happens.
It is the grateful response to the opportunity
that life offers you at this moment.” [Brother Steindl-Rast]

We gather as a people who have experienced God’s love.
Transformed by love, we gather,
learning how to live love,
show love,



be love,
love that we have known in God.

We gather as a community to practice
and learn how to respond with joy.
When we come together as community,
our spirits are nourished,
our hearts are challenged,
our minds are fed,
our whole-beings have opportunities to come alive.

Song of Gathering Womb of Life, and Source of Being





Centering in the Light of Christ Susan & John Mihalevich
Holy Parent,
You call us to forgive.
We are reminded forgiveness is the only way to heal ourselves
and be free from the past.
Without forgiveness,
we are bound to the one(s) who bring harm.
Until we can forgive,
we are tethered to the one(s) who bring harm.
In forgiveness,
we discover control,
control of our fate,
our lives,
and our feelings.
In forgiveness,
there is liberation.                   [prayerinspiredbyArchbishopDesmondTutu]

May the light of Christ shine on the places in need of forgiveness.
May we discover space to see the realities of our lives
and paths that will help us to find release for ourselves
and with our siblings.

Lighting the Christ Candle



Life of the Church Rev. Jenn Simmons

Reading from our Ancient Texts
From the Gospel according the John Chapter 15

“Joy is a way of approaching the world.” [thebookofjoy]
As we hear and receive the words of our ancient texts,
may we stay open to learning.

Moment for All Rev. Jody Furnas-Wright

Prayer of the Church Rev. Simmons
As this community,

we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit,
wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share
prayers at the end of our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to

share prayers in the Facebook comments.

Silence

Merciful God,
we seek joy.
We seek it hard.
We claw and grab for it.
We fight and climb for it.
We just know that next job,
that bigger house,
that one more degree will get us there.
We toil and influence.
We overpower,
and beat out others,
with joy as the goal.



Oh but do we have it backwards.
There is no joy to reach for,
because joy is not a destination.
It is not a solo act.
And it does not have a future focus.
Our joy is here already.
Our joy is here already.
It lives in community.
Our joy is waiting for us to stop trying so hard.

May we forgive. For that is where our joy is.
May we show gratitude. For that is where our joy is.
May we have compassion. For that is where our joy is.
May we be generous. For that is where our joy is.

Our joy is here, now. [robynhagerman]
May we fully realize what that can mean for us all.

We hold the joys and concerns of our community…
(We read and say the prayers lifted in our community. After each prayer
you are invited to join in saying: Loving God, you are there.)

Reflection Love for the Sake of Joy Rev. Simmons

Music of Response Rise Now, My Heart, With Gladness COUPER
CHANCEL BELL CHOIR,

JONATHAN RANEY, PIANO, KIRSTEN WEISS, VIOLIN

Invitation to Offering Robyn Hagerman
Thank you for being church and for all the ways you support one another!

To make a financial gift online visit: here

Music of Response Be Still My Soul

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu1qMvKlHT0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.paypal.me/natlave


CHANCEL CHORAL QUARTET

Prayer of Thanksgiving Susan Mihalevich

Sharing at our Tables Rev. Simmons & Rev. Furnas-Wright
Love can't sit in a corner.
Love can't do nothing.
Love isn't able to settle for hearts on paper or words on a letter.
Love requires more.
Love has to show itself.
Like a bird busy building a nest,
Love has to be active.
Feeding the hungry,
clothing the naked,
holding the addict,
breaking down the very systems that hold our siblings captive.
Love reaches past our fears and borders.
Love reaches deep into the darkness of white supremacy within you,
within me.
God, help us to find that Love within us.
We know the answer is to Love.
Let our Love not just be mere words, but action.
May we lead with Love,
making plans with great humility
and sincerity. [stephaniescotthuffman]

Love becomes real at the tables of our lives.
It is the very food that sustains us.
It is the conversation,
The questions,
The challenge,
The encouragement we find,
When we show up.



Jesus showed up at the table with his Disciples.
When Jesus gathered at table he took the bread,
gave thanks to you,
and broke the bread saying,
“take, eat, this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks to you and said
“drink from this all of you, this is my life,
poured out for you and for the hopes of reconciliation.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
May these gifts of bread and cup,
remind us that we are a part of the Body of Christ,
that we are interdependent with each other as Christ’s body,
reflecting your diverse image in the world.
By your spirit, may we live out this oneness,
with love pouring out from our tables.

Prayer of Blessing John Mihalevich

Sharing of the Bread and Cup
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by
the tables of our lives. Across distance, we are united by sharing
together. Our presence, in person or across digital space, brings the
table to life.

Passing of the Peace
As we share peace today, we invite you to comment on this thread or join

us in zoom! Give a high-five or a hello so we can greet one another!

Song of Blessing I Come with Joy



Words for the Journey Rev. Simmons
Let us not be deceived!
To cast our lot with love is a serious thing.
Though some have called love weak,
such is a shallow understanding.
Love is power.
Love is solidarity.
Love is freedom,



defiant and emerging.
With courage,
we are sent to practice love
by the one who brings life from death. [adapt/enfleshedliturgy]
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