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The Gathering of a People of God
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of

race, creed, religion, cultural backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender
identities and expressions. We extend a warm welcome to all this morning.
Especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time.

Your presence both enriches us and this time of celebration together~

As you gather for worship…
● Bring a candle (and lighter) and communion elements (coffee, juice,

bread, bagels, whatever you have!).
● During the Passing of the Peace you will be invited to wave and say hi in

the comments!
● Before worship, you are invited to share your prayers here:

https://forms.gle/G1V6Hh37pmiv5D5q7
● Breathe and savor the Spirit gathering in this space.
● After worship we will gather on Zoom in our digital fellowship space! We

will share the Zoom link on Facebook during communion and invite you
to begin gathering for fellowship after worship.

Welcome to Worship & Prelude

Words of Gathering Tabitha Carroll
We gather today to celebrate
our gratitude for the unlimited love of God.
As Disciples, we understand this truth:
our gratitude requires action.
A heart filled with love and joy
becomes an empty vessel—
if that love is not shared with others
as freely as it is given to us.
Let us be reassured when we quiet our minds
and open a connection with our creator,



that the love of God will be replenished beyond expectation,
for it has no ending and surpasses all understanding.

We show our gratitude for God’s love through action.
Feeding the hungry.
Caring for the sick.
Helping those at the end of this existence
return to the spirit from which we came.
Sheltering those who have no home.
Loving those who cannot love themselves.
Sharing God’s love with those who turn away,
praying that they, too, may find peace.
Let our gratitude fill this day
as we join the celebration of life
together, as Disciples,
in word, prayer, and song. [johnscroggins]

Song of Gathering Gather Us In 284

Centering in the Light of Christ Tabitha Carroll
God of holy chaos,
you don’t protect us from getting swept up into relationships,
systems and experiences that are messy,
but you do promise us that you will be found in the midst of them.
Help us to remember that when the world was aching,
you drew nearer,
putting on flesh.
It was through that enfleshed reality of love,
that you transformed our world.
Relationship with you is not an escape.
It is the hope and courage we need to dive right into the mess of things.
You, O God,
are enfleshed in our beautiful but aching earth,



in our work for a just society,
and in our efforts to love and be loved.
May peace be known through us.
Thanks be to you. [revmbarclay, enfleshed liturgy]

The Christ Candle is lit.

The light of Christ shines in our community.
It is the light of saints,
the reminder of ancient wisdom,
the light of courage and strength.
The light is with us.

Passing of the Peace Tabitha Carroll
Today, we celebrate peace, love, and gratitude.
On this journey
we are thankful for those
who catch us when we stumble,
pray for us in our hour of need and
smile when their world is falling apart—
Living examples of the never-ending love of God.
As we pass the peace today:
in the midst of challenges,
in the darkness of fear,
in joy and celebration,
and the chaos of this world,
wherever you are in life’s journey,
may the deep peace of God be with you always. [johnscroggins]
And also with you!

As we share peace today, we invite you to share this ancient
greeting with those gathered here. Share a hello or peace sign in the

chat!



Life of the Church Rev. Jenn Simmons

Reading from our Ancient Texts
From Stories of the Early Church Ephesians 3:14-21

The Spirit is here!
Thanks be to God.

Moment for All Storykeepers: Rev. Jody Furnas-Wright

Prayer of the Church Rev. Michelle Scott-Huffman
As this community,

we invite you to take a few moments to claim the Spirit,
wherever you are today. We invite you to light your candles as we share prayers

at the end of our silence. As we join in prayer we invite you to share prayers
https://forms.gle/G1V6Hh37pmiv5D5q7.

Silence

O God,
we gather here.

(Sharing the Prayers of our Community)

God of our today, of yesterday, and tomorrow.
We are your people, created in your image.
In our diversity, we have strength;
in our shared humanity, a common hope,
a vision of life unbound by time.

We have come together to celebrate,
to reflect, and to recommit ourselves to your work.
Shake us out of our complacency,

https://forms.gle/G1V6Hh37pmiv5D5q7


rock our comfortable certainties
and challenge us to recognize the face of Christ
in the eyes of everyone we meet.

May our hearts be open to the challenge
of your call to true freedom,
and our minds and hands ready
to grasp the opportunity for change.

Inspire us with your message,
open us to the joy of your word,
and guide us as we prepare
to answer your call to open our hearts
to all who enter this hybrid community.         [carolhowardmerritt]
May it be so.

Reflection The Power to Transform Rev. Scott-Huffman

Music of Response Search with All Your Heart MILLER
SINGERS: RANDALL BECRAFT, ELIZABETH KAATZ BONKOSKI,

JENNIFER FORNI AND PATRICK MULHERON

Invitation to Offering Steve Flower
Thank you for being church and for all the ways you support one another!

To make a financial gift online visit: here

Music of Response There Is Sweet Music Here GILPIN
SINGERS: RANDALL BECRAFT, ELIZABETH KAATZ BONKOSKI,

JENNIFER FORNI AND PATRICK MULHERON

Prayer of Thanksgiving Neil Guion

Communion Meditation Rev. Simmons

https://www.paypal.me/natlave


Communion Hymn Let Us Break Bread Together 425

Sharing at our Tables Rev. Furnas-Wright & Rev. Scott-Huffman
Holy One, at the very core of our being
we know and experience the need to relate
to one another.
You know, O God,
how our souls long for communion
and for acceptance,
as we gather around the table.

Help us on this day, to open ourselves
to the possibilities to which our souls call us.
Help us to see each other as unique and yet one,
in order that we might understand the differences between us -
and all that we share in common.

As we share at the table,
may we treasure all that we find
as we gather from near and far
and become a community,
dedicated to inclusion and diversity.
We share this bread as Jesus shared with his Disciples.
Love made real in grain and flesh.
Jesus reminded his disciples,
“When you share at the table,
do this in remembrance of me.”
We share this cup as Jesus shared with his Disciples.
The cup of love poured out.
Jesus reminded his Disciples,
“When you share this cup,
Do this in remembrance of me.”



We share together at the table of love.

Prayer of Thanksgiving Etta Madden

Sharing of the Bread and Cup
During this time, you are invited to eat and drink. We are connected by the tables
of our lives. Across distance, we are united by sharing together. Our presence, in

person or across digital space, brings the table to life.

Song of Blessing Community of Christ 655

Words for the Journey Rev. Scott-Huffman
Blessed companions on the road.
Keep us steadfast in our journey
to keep evolving as Disciples.
Focused on the transformation of the Gospel.
Open to the abundance of God’s love.
Strengthen us as we face the difficulties of life.
Ministering to the sick and dying.
Working to build equality and diversity.
Making room for all voices to be heard.
Loving those who feel they are forgotten.
May we be beacons of light and love,
joy and laughter,
reassurance and strength.
Secure in this knowledge,
God loves us without exception. [adapt/johnscroggins]

Postlude
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